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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost – October 15th, 2017

Order of Service –
Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26)
Opening Hymn
#392: Not unto Us
Pastor:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
P:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
P:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
Kyrie
P:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

P:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

P:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our
prayer, O Lord.

P:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by
your power and keep us in your tender care:

P:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name
is worthy of praise.

Prayer of the Day
P:

Let us pray.
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all
things direct and rule our hearts, for without your help we are
unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

The Word
Old Testament Lesson – Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten
sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live,
declares the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in
Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as
the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die . . . 25Yet you
say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is
my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When a
righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does
injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall
die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness
he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his
life. 28Because he considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall
not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not
just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that
are not just? 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every
one according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn
from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away
from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house
of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares
the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.”
1The

Psalm 25 (p. 74)
Epistle Lesson – Philippians 2:1-11
1So

if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love,
any participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete
my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4Let

each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests
of others. 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but emptied himself, by
taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Verse of the Day (Philippians 2:10-11)
Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father. Alleluia.

Gospel Lesson – Matthew 21:28-32
28“What

do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29And he
answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went.
30And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered,
‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you.
32For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him.

And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds
and believe him.”

Hymn of the Day
#579: Lift High the Cross

Sermon: Successful Ministry
Sermon Text – 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
1And

I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to
you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,
4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken by the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
P:

The Lord be with you.

P:

Lift up your hearts.

P:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.

He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and
to strengthen us when we are weak.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
P:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Then he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from
it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is

poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
P:

Do this,

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymns
#315: Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face
#537: Onward, Christian Soldiers

Thanksgiving

P:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

P:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Closing Hymn - #321: Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name

Announcements
Trunk ‘r Treat
Sunday, October 22
3:30-5:30 PM

If you would like to help with this event, please contact Ray Ficken.
We need volunteers to stay after church to help fill candy bags. Thanks!

Western Wisconsin District Reformation Service
Alliant Center, Madison, WI
Sunday, October 29
4:00 PM
Church Council

The church council will meet today following worship.

Sunday Morning Bible Class
Sundays
9:10 AM

Sunday morning Bible class will resume next Sunday between services.
All are encouraged to join us as we grow together in our knowledge of
the Scriptures.

Volunteer(s) Needed!

We are looking for a volunteer to change the message on the church sign
periodically. Please speak with Pastor Willitz or Evan Dobberfuhl for
more information.

