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Order of Service  –  Matins (p. 45) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#351: Hail, O Once-Despised Jesus 
  

Confession of Sins 

M: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of 
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hand, to set forth his most worthy praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let 
us worship him! Let us kneel and bow down before him. Let us 
confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by his 

infinite grace and mercy. 

C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from 
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and 
desires of our hearts. We have offended against your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and 
we have not done those things which we should have done. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according 
to the promises you have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. For his sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and 

sober life, to the glory of your holy name. 

M: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and 
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment 
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Venite 



 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power 
of the evil one.  Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look with 
hope to that day when every creature in heaven and earth will 
acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your unending praise 
and glory; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson – Ezekiel 34:11-16,23-24 
11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my 
sheep and will seek them out.  12As a shepherd seeks out his flock 
when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek 
out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have 
been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness.  13And I will 
bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, 
and will bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the 
mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of 
the country.  14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the 
mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they 



shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall 
feed on the mountains of Israel.  15I myself will be the shepherd of 
my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord 
GOD.  16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will 
bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and 
the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice . . . 23And I will set 
up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed 
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd.  24And I, the LORD, 
will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. 
I am the LORD; I have spoken. 
 

Psalm 47 (p. 85) 
 

Epistle Lesson – 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 
20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep.  21For as by a man came death, by a 
man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  22For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  23But each in his own 
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ.  24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God 
the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  
25For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  
26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27For “God has put all 
things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are 
put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 
subjection under him.  28When all things are subjected to him, then 
the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 
subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 
 

Verse of the Day (Revelation 22:13) 

M: Alleluia. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end. Alleluia. 
C: Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known 
among the nations what he has done. 
 

Hymn of the Day 

#217: The Head that Once Was Crowned 
 

Sermon: 
 

“The God That Failed” 



Gospel Lesson – Matthew 27:27-31 
27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him.  
28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and twisting 
together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in 
his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!”  30And they spit on him and took the reed 
and struck him on the head.  31And when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him 
away to crucify him. 

 

Te Deum 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 



more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and honor and glory and power for ever and ever! 

C: Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory. 

M: You are worthy, O Christ our King, to receive honor and 
glory and praise, for you created all things and by your 
will they were created and have their being. 

C: Alleluia!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns! 

M: You are worthy, O Christ our King, to receive honor and 
glory and praise because you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased us for God.  From every tribe and 
language and people and nation, you have called us into 
your kingdom and have made us priests to serve you, our 
God and Father. 

C: Help us live as royal priests. 

M: We give thanks to you, O Christ our Shepherd-King, 
because you have searched for us and found us.  Lead 
us to the green pastures and quiet waters of your saving 
love, so that we may enjoy peace and comfort for our 
souls. 

C: Heal our hearts when they are broken with sin and 
guilt.  Strengthen us when we are weak. 



M: We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, because you 
have taken your great power and have begun to reign.  
Come with your mighty power to break and defeat every 
evil plan and purpose of the devil, of the ungodly 
influences and ideas of the world, and of our own sinful 
nature.  Use your power to calm the unrest among 
nations and peoples so that your kingdom may spread 
and grow. 

C: Strengthen our confidence in knowing that your 
kingdom will never be destroyed. 

M: O Christ our King, you have supremacy over all.  You will 
judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with 
equity.  You have destroyed death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel.  Reign in our 
hearts that we may serve you more faithfully and speak 
more boldly to others of your saving love. 

C: Praise be to the Lord God, who alone does 
marvelous deeds.  May the whole earth be filled with 
his glory. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent Prayer 

M: Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will 
see him, even those who pierced him.  The kingdom of 
the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever, King of kings 
and Lord of lords. 

C: The Lord God Almighty reigns!  Let us rejoice and be 
glad and give him glory!  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 



Prayer for Grace 

M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, you have brought us safely to this new day.  Defend us 
with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall 
into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct 
us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn  -  #62: Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Announcements 
Sunday Morning Bible Class Sundays- 9:10 AM 
Currently we are studying “A Man Named Martin.”  All are encouraged to join 

us as we continue to grow together in the word of the Lord! 

Circle of Joy Food Drive 
Please leave nonperishable food items under the mailboxes for our annual 

food drive.  In particular we could use pancake mix, syrup, macaroni and 

cheese, canned meat (not tuna), bottled juice, canned fruit, and cereal.  Contact 

Joy Peterson or Joyce Hintz for more details. 

Lutheran Girl Pioneers 
If you would like to participate in Lutheran Girl Pioneers as a member or as a 

leader, please speak with Pastor Willitz.  Registration is due on December 1. 

Northland Lutheran High School Fruit Sale 
If you would like to purchase a fruit box to support the mission of NLHS, 
please speak with Pastor Willitz.  More information is posted on the bulletin 
board. 

Ushers Needed 
We are in need of additional volunteers to serve as ushers during our 10:15 
AM service.  Please speak with Jim Engelson for more information.  

Ladies Aid Christmas Party  December 5- 6:00 PM 
Please sign up on the bulletin board by December 2 if you plan to attend. 

Advent Evening Worship December 6, 13, 20- 6:30 PM 
We gather to prepare ourselves for our coming Savior as we hear many 
promises of God to send his Son.  The December 6 service will be part of 
our annual . . . 

Advent by Candlelight   December 6- 6:30 PM 
Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to decorate a table or 
to prepare a dessert. 

Advent/Christmas Decoration 
Join us after the 10:15 service today to help decorate our building for the 
Advent and Christmas seasons. 



 

    

         ILC 


