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Order of Service –
Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26)
Opening Hymn
#9: Jesus, Your Church with Longing Eyes
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C:
Lord, have mercy.
M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C:
Christ, have mercy.
M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our
prayer, O Lord.
C:
Lord, have mercy.
M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by
your power and keep us in your tender care:
C:
Amen.
M:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name
is worthy of praise.

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your
strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins;
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Psalm 24 (p. 73)
Epistle Lesson – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
3Grace

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace
of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you
were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—6even as the
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—7so that you are
not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Lighting of the Advent Candles
P: We light one Advent candle, remembering Jesus, who is
coming again. He will come to gather his people from
everywhere, both the living and the dead.
C: We remember Jesus, who will come at the end of time.
None of us knows what day that will be.
P: We hear his call to watch.
C: We light one Advent candle as a sign of our
watchfulness and waiting.
P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.

Gospel Lesson – Mark 13:32-37
32“But

concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be on guard,
keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come. 34It is
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his

servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the
doorkeeper to stay awake. 35Therefore stay awake—for you do not
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—36lest he
come suddenly and find you asleep. 37And what I say to you I say to
all: Stay awake.”

Hymn of the Day
#22: O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide

Sermon: “Oh that you would rend the heavens

and come down!”

Sermon Text – Isaiah 63:16-64:8
16

For you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us,
and Israel does not acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our
Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name. 17O LORD, why
do you make us wander from your ways and harden our heart,
so that we fear you not? Return for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your heritage. 18Your holy people held possession
for a little while; our adversaries have trampled down your
sanctuary. 19We have become like those over whom you have
never ruled, like those who are not called by your name. 64:1Oh
that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the
mountains might quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your
name known to your adversaries, and that the nations might
tremble at your presence! 3When you did awesome things that
we did not look for, you came down, the mountains quaked at
your presence. 4From of old no one has heard or perceived by
the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those
5
who wait for him.
You meet him who joyfully works
righteousness, those who remember you in your ways. Behold,
you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a
long time, and shall we be saved? 6We have all become like

one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like
the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls upon your
name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have
hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand
of our iniquities. 8But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are
the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your
hand.

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken by the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymn – O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
1.) O Lord, how shall I meet you, How wel-come you a-right?
Your peo-ple long to greet you, My Hope, my heart's De-light.
O Je-sus, let your Word be A lamp to light my way,
To show me how to please you, To guide me ev-'ry day.
2.) Your Zi-on strews be-fore you Green boughs and fair-est palms,
And I, too, will a-dore you With sweet-est songs and psalms.
My heart will bloom for-ev-er For you with prais-es new,
And from your name shall nev-er With-hold the hon-or due.
3.) What have you left un-grant-ed To give me glad re-lief?
When soul and bod-y pant-ed In ut-most depth of grief,
In deep-est deg-ra-da-tion, De-void of joy and peace,
Then, you, my soul's sal-va-tion, Did come to bring re-lease
4.) I lay in fet-ters groan-ing, You come to set me free;
I stood, my shame be-moan-ing, You come to hon-or me;
A glo-ry that you give me, A trea-sure safe on high,
That will not fail or leave me As earth-ly rich-es fly.
5.) Love caused your in-car-na-tion; Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my sal-va-tion Pro-cured my lib-er-ty.
Oh, love be-yond all tell-ing That led you to em-brace
In love, all love ex-cel-ling, Our lost and fall-en race!
6.) Re-joice, then, you sad-heart-ed, Who sit in deep-est gloom,
Who mourn o'er joys de-part-ed And trem-ble at your doom.
De-spair not; he is near you, He's stand-ing at the door
Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.

7.) No care nor eff-ort eith-er Is need-ed day or night,
How you may draw him clos-er In your own strength and might.
He comes, he comes with glad-ness, Moved by his love a-lone,
To calm your fear and sad-ness, To him they well are known.
8.) Sin's debt, that fear-ful bur-den, Let not your souls dis-tress;
Your guilt the Lord will par-don And cov-er by his grace.
He comes, for you pro-cur-ing The peace of sin for-giv'n,
His chil-dren thus se-cur-ing A her-i-tage in heav'n.
9.) Why should the wick-ed move you? Heed not their craft and spite!
Your Savior who does love you Will scat-ter all their might.
He comes, a King most glo-rious, And all his earthly foes
In vain his course vic-to-rious En-deav-or to op-pose.
10.) He comes to judge the na-tions, A ter-ror to his foes,
A light of con-so-la-tions, And bless-ed hope to those
Who love the Lord's ap-pear-ing. O glo-rious Sun, now come,
Send forth your beams most cheering, And guide us safely home!

Thanksgiving

M:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to

live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C:
Amen.
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn - #2: Savior of the Nations, Come

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class Today

-

9:10 AM

Currently we are studying “A Man Named Martin.” After today, Bible class will
not meet again until January 7.

Advent by Candlelight

December 6 -

6:30 PM

Please sign up on the bulletin board if you would like to decorate a table or if you
would like to prepare a dessert. This year the program will include the first of
three . . .

Advent Evening Services

December 6, 13, 20 -6:30 PM

We gather to prepare ourselves for our coming Savior as we hear some of the
many promises of God to send his Son.

Poinsettias
If you would like to donate a poinsettia plant to help beautify the chancel area
during our Christmas services, please bring your plant to church by December 17.
You may speak with Faye Davis or Joy Peterson for more information.

Ushers Needed

We are in need of additional volunteers to serve as ushers during our 10:15 AM
service. Please speak with Jim Engelson for more information.

Sunday School Christmas Service

Our Sunday School Christmas Service is scheduled for 9:30 am on December
24. (Please note that the time printed on the December calendar is incorrect.)
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