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Fourth Sunday in Advent    –    December 24th, 2017 
 

 

Order of Service  –  Matins (p. 45) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#1: The Advent of Our King 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of 
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hand, to set forth his most worthy praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let 
us worship him! Let us kneel and bow down before him. Let us 
confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by his 
infinite grace and mercy. 

C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from 
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and 
desires of our hearts. We have offended against your holy law. 
We have done those things which we should not have done, and 
we have not done those things which we should have done. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according 
to the promises you have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. For his sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and 

sober life, to the glory of your holy name. 

M: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and 
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment 

of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Venite 

 



 
Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come.  Take away the burden 
of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that 
we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Psalm 89 (p. 98) 
 

Epistle Lesson – Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been 
disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known 
to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring 
about the obedience of faith—27to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candles 
M: We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Son of God 

and Son of Mary.  He came to share our humanity. 
C: We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior.  He came 

to save his people from their sins. 
M: We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 
C: We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope. 



M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 
C: Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 
 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 1:26-38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was 
Mary.  28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, 
the Lord is with you!”  29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be.  30And the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.  31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  32He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 
the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  34And Mary 
said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”  35And the 
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be called holy—the Son of God.  36And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this 
is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  37For nothing will 
be impossible with God.”  38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant 
of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#24: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 
 

Sermon: 
The Lord establishes an eternal kingdom. 

 

Old Testament Lesson – 2 Samuel 7:8-16 
8“Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says 
the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel.  9And I have 
been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies 
from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth.  10And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own 
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them 



no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a 
house.  12When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom.  13He shall build a house 
for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  
14I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. When he 
commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the 
stripes of the sons of men, 15but my steadfast love will not depart 
from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you.  
16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 

 

Te Deum 

 



  



Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 

more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Great O Antiphons of Advent 

M: O Emmanuel, our King and our Lord, the anointed of the 
nations and their Savior, come and save us, O Lord our God. 

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, 
pervading and permeating all creation, mightily order all 
things; come and teach us the way of prudence. 

Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high, 
who ordered all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 
and teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to 
Moses in the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai, 
come with an outstretched arm and redeem us. 

 
 



Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might, 
who to your tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times gave holy law, 
in cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples, 
before whom all kings are mute, to whom the nations will do 
homage, come quickly to deliver us. 

Oh, come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem. 
From every foe deliver them 

That trust your mighty pow’r to save: 
Bring them in vict’ry through the grave. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open 
and no one can close; you close and no one can open; come 
and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shadow 
of death. 

Oh, come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heav’nly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting, come and 
enlighten those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death. 

Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high, 
and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

M: O King of nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone for 
uniting all people, come and save us all, whom you formed 
out of clay. 

Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Oh, bid our sad divisions cease, 

and be yourself the King of Peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel! 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Prayer for Grace 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, you have brought us safely to this new day.  Defend us 
with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall 
into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct 
us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn  -  #6: Come, O Long-Expected Jesus 

  



 
Announcements 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
Bible class will continue “A Man Named Martin” on January 7. 

Poinsettias 
“Thank you” to all who have donated poinsettia plants to help 
beautify the chancel area during our Christmas services! 

Ushers Needed 
We are in need of additional volunteers to serve as ushers during 
our 10:15 AM service.  Please speak with Jim Engelson for more 
information. 

Sunday School Christmas Service 
will begin at 9:30 AM today. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 6:30 PM 

Festive Christmas Day Worship  9:00 AM 
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