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The Common Service (p. 15)
with Holy Baptism (p. 12)
Opening Hymn – #295: Dearest Jesus, We Are Here
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

M:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C:
And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said:
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of us are born
into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we
inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith
in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away
our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us
with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful
nature need not control us any longer. We recall what baptism means
for our daily lives as we speak these words:
C:
Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be
drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil
deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new
person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness
and purity forever.

M:
As baptized children of God we confess our sins:
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words,
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Sacrament of Baptism
M:

In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his
promise, you have brought Oliver to be baptized. Jesus told us:
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in baptism
that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and peace to
little children. By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water
of life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and
gives eternal salvation to all who believe.

M:

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart to mark
you as a redeemed child of Christ.
Oliver Lawrence Kolpanen, I baptize you in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven
all your sins. By your baptism, you are born again and made a
dear child of your Father in heaven. May God strengthen you to
live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be
with you.

Exhortation
M:

Brothers and sisters in Christ:
Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who
are baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially
parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner possible so
that Oliver may remain a child of God until death. If you are

C:
M:

C:

willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God
gives me strength.
Yes, as God gives me strength.
Let us pray:
Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of
baptism by which you offer and grant the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism as the robe of
righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with
special favor on Oliver and grant him a rich measure of your
Spirit that he may grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing
to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been
baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys
of heaven, through Jesus our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
Hymn – God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It
God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!
Sins, disturb my soul no longer;
I am baptized into Christ.
I have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?
Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ.
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.

Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God my Lord unites with me!
Death, you cannot end my gladness;
I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness
To inherit Paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.
There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring;
Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ;
I’m a child of Paradise!

Prayer of the Day
M:
C:
M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to
take upon himself our human nature. By his gracious coming deliver
us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into the likeness
of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Old Testament Lesson – Isaiah 45:20-25
20“Assemble

yourselves and come; draw near together, you
survivors of the nations! They have no knowledge who carry about
their wooden idols, and keep on praying to a god that cannot save.

21Declare

and present your case; let them take counsel together!
Who told this long ago? Who declared it of old? Was it not I, the
LORD? And there is no other god besides me, a righteous God and a
Savior; there is none besides me. 22Turn to me and be saved, all the
ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. 23By myself I
have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a word
that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall
swear allegiance.’ 24Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are
righteousness and strength; to him shall come and be ashamed all
who were incensed against him. 25In the LORD all the offspring of
Israel shall be justified and shall glory.”

Psalm 111 (p.106)
Epistle Lesson – Colossians 3:12-17
12Put

on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved,
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience,
13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you
also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And
be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

Confessional Reading – The Augsburg Confession
The Augsburg Confession, presented to the secular government on June
25, 1530, is the first great statement of faith of the Lutheran Church against the
errors of the Medieval Church. It was written by Philip Melanchthon, Luther’s
friend and fellow professor at Wittenberg.
This reading describes how the child born in the manger is different from
every other child ever born, and how only this Christ child could bring us salvation.

Augsburg Confession, Article III: The Son of God
1It

is also taught among us that God the Son became man,
born of the virgin Mary, 2and that the two natures, divine and human,
are so inseparably united in one person that there is one Christ, true
God and true man, who was truly born, suffered, was crucified, died,
3and was buried in order to be a sacrifice not only for original sin but

also for all other sins and to propitiate God’s wrath. 4The same Christ
also descended into hell, truly rose from the dead on the third day,
ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God, that he may
eternally rule and have dominion over all creatures, that through the
Holy Spirit he may sanctify, purify, strengthen, and comfort all who
believe in him, 5that he may bestow on them life and every grace and
blessing, and that he may protect and defend them against the devil
and against sin. 6The same Lord Christ will return openly to judge
the living and the dead, as stated in the Apostles’ Creed.

Gospel Lesson – Luke 2:21-40

21And

at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived
in the womb. 22And when the time came for their purification
according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the
Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to
the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the
Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this
man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord's Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according
to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed
God and said, 29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in
peace, according to your word; 30for my eyes have seen your
salvation 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.”
33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about
him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother,
“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel,
and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your
own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.”
36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a

widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple,
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of
him to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 39And
when they had performed everything according to the Law of the
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40And
the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor
of God was upon him.

Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day – #301: We Praise You, Lord
Sermon:

Buried with Christ
Sermon Text – Colossians 2:6-15
6Therefore,

as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 8See to it that no one takes
you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, 10and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule
and authority. 11In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
7rooted

made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, 12having been buried with him in baptism, in
which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful
working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13And you, who were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God
made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,
14by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal
demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He disarmed
the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing
over them in him.

Hymn – #294: Baptized into Your Name Most Holy
Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church
M:
C:
M:

C:
M:
C:
M:

C:

I will exalt you, my God the King; I will praise your name for
ever and ever.
Every day I will praise you and extol your name.
It is fitting, O Lord, in the final hours of this year, to express
our gratitude for the countless gifts of grace we have received
from you.
You have been faithful to your promises and loving
toward all you have made.
You clothe your creation with beauty; you feed even the birds
and tell us that we are much more valuable than they.
You know what we need, and you give us all good things.
Clothing and food, safety and health, possessions and
money, even life itself—all these come to us from your
generous hand.
We thank you for these blessings, and we ask that you
continue to grant them to us.

M:

We thank you especially for your Word and Holy Supper,
which strengthen our faith, shield us from temptation, and
equip us for service.
C:
Increase our commitments to these precious gifts, so that
we may continue to grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
M:
We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received
Oliver Kolpanen as your own child and made him a member
of Christ’s body, the Church. Now, we pray, grant to him and
to all your Church on earth that being dead to sin, we may live
to righteousness, and being buried with Christ into his death,
we may also be partakers of his resurrection, so that, with all
your saints, we may inherit eternal life, through Christ our
Lord.
M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M:
Almighty and eternal God, you have been gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger, and rich in love. As you led
your people Israel with a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of
fire by night, so lead us by the light of your Word that we may
live our lives to your glory and be prepared to die in your
peace.
C:
We ask these things in the name of Jesus. In his name
we began this year; in his name we bring it to a close. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect for the Church
M:
Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the
wisdom that comes from above. Let nothing hinder your Word from
being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people,
so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name
as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:

Amen.

Benediction
M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
#300: See This Wonder in the Making

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class

Bible class will continue our study of “A Man Named Martin” next
Sunday, January 7.

Un-decorating

Next Sunday after second service, we will put away all the
Christmas decorations. If you would be willing to help, please be
here at 11:20 AM.

Church Council

Our council will meet on January 14. Council members, please be
present for this important meeting as we prepare for our. . .

Annual Meeting

Our voters will assemble for our annual meeting following worship
on January 21. The agenda will include setting the 2018 budget,
appointing members to the church council, and any other orders of
business that require discussion and/or action.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class

will begin on January 17 at 6:00 PM. We will be reading and
discussing The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology in Practice.
If you would like to order a copy of the book, please sign up on the
bulletin board. The cost of each copy is $34.
Having a copy of the book will be optional and reading the book at
home will be optional. Each week Pastor will read orally a portion
of the book and discussion will follow.
Here is a portion of the introduction of the book:
“The Fire and the Staff captures the relationship between doctrine
and practice. Doctrine is like a fire. It lights our way and warms us.
Doctrine and practice are more closely related, even
interdependent, than is often realized. Doctrine affects practice and
practice affects doctrine. The two are so intimately woven together
that when you change one, you will inevitably change the other,
sometimes without realizing what has happened.”

