Christmas Day 2017
“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which
is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.”
Luke 2:15
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Christmas Day – December 25th, 2017

Opening Hymn – #34: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession of Sins
M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Kyrie

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,

as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Gloria Hymn – #63: Angels We Have Heard on High
Prayer of the Day
M:
C:
M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in
the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Epistle Lesson – Hebrews 1:1-9
1Long

ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom
also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by
the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent
than theirs. 5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are
my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a
father, and he shall be to me a son”? 6And again, when he brings
the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God's angels worship
him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his
ministers a flame of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O
God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of
9You have loved righteousness and hated
your kingdom.

wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil
of gladness beyond your companions.”

Verse of the Day (Galatians 4:4-5)
M:
Alleluia. When the time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law.
Alleluia.

Gospel Lesson – John 1:1-14

1In

the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made
that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men.
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was
John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear
witness about the light. 9The true light, which gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day
#41: Let All Together Praise Our God

Sermon:

“The LORD has comforted his people.”
Old Testament Lesson – Isaiah 52:7-10
7How

beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings
good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news of
happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God
reigns.” 8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the
LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into singing, you waste places of
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed
Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of
all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of
our God.

Offertory Hymn – #64: Let Us All with Gladsome Voice
Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church
M:

C:
M:

C:
M:

C:
M:
M:

C:

On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good
news of great joy that a Savior has been born for us. For
fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending
your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks
and praise.
Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given!
What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become
fully human for our salvation! Even though he is the allpowerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying
in a manger.
Help us always believe that this precious child was born
as our substitute to be our Savior.
In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our
world who do not know that Jesus has come to bring them
forgiveness and healing. As the shepherds spread abroad the
good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may
we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday
presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard
concerning the child.
Grant that the true peace between God and fallen
mankind may comfort all people.
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out
our praise to you, today and every day, as the joy of Christmas
remains in our hearts.
Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his wondrous birth
became our Brother, taking on human flesh to live in righteousness
before God and to become obedient even to death on a cross.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
C:

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei Hymn – #33: All Praise to You, Eternal God
Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymn
#38: From Heaven Above to Earth I Come

Thanksgiving
Hymn of Thanksgiving
#49: Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Mourn
M:
C:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.

M:
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you
that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you

day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Benediction
M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
#65: O Little Town of Bethlehem

