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The Epiphany of Our Lord

–

January 7th, 2018

Order of Service –
Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26)
Opening Hymn
#79: How Lovely Shines the Morning Star
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C:
Lord, have mercy.
M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C:
Christ, have mercy.
M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our
prayer, O Lord.
C:
Lord, have mercy.
M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by
your power and keep us in your tender care:
C:
Amen.
M:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name
is worthy of praise.

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Lord God, by the leading of a star you once made known
to the nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know
him now by faith, to come at last to the perfect joy of your
heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Psalm 72 (p. 93)
Epistle Lesson — Ephesians 3:1-12
1For

this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles—2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of
God's grace that was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was
made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ,
5which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations
as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members
of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus
through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according
to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his
power. 8To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace
was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This
was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ
Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have boldness and access with
confidence through our faith in him.

Confessional Reading – The Large Catechism
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the
faith in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to
teach the Christian faith today!
Here Luther shows us that Baptism has one purpose: To save us.

Large Catechism IV: Baptism
23In

the second place, since we now know what Baptism is
and how it is to be regarded, we must also learn for what purpose it
was instituted, that is, what benefits, gifts, and effects it brings. Nor
can we understand this better than from the words of Christ quoted
above, “He who believes and is baptized shall be saved.” 24To put it
most simply, the power, effect, benefit, fruit, and purpose of Baptism
is to save. No one is baptized in order to become a prince, but as the
words say, to “be saved.” 25To be saved, we know, is nothing else
than to be delivered from sin, death and the devil and to enter into
the kingdom of Christ and live with him forever.

Gospel Lesson — Mark 2:1-12
1Now

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3When
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with
him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him,
“In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 6‘And you,
O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the
rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my
people Israel.’” 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and
ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. 8And he
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the
child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they went on
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was.
10When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother,
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures,
they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12And being
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own
country by another way.

Hymn of the Day
#81: Arise and Shine in Splendor

Sermon: “Your Light has come.”
Sermon Text – Isaiah 60:1-6
1Arise,

shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has
risen upon you. 2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and
thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his
glory will be seen upon you. 3And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4Lift up your eyes all
around, and see; they all gather together, they come to you; your
sons shall come from afar, and your daughters shall be carried on

the hip. 5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill
and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels
shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those
from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and
shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken by the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
M:
Lift up your hearts.
C:
We lift them up to the Lord.
M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance
of his glory.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymns
#90: The People that in Darkness Sat
#94: O Jesus, King of Glory

Thanksgiving

M:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to

live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C:
Amen.
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn - #92: Brightest and Best

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class

Today we continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.”

Un-decorating

Today after second service we will put away all the Christmas
decorations. If you would be willing to help, please be here at
11:20 AM.

Church Council

Our council will meet on January 14. Council members, please be
present for this important meeting as we prepare for our. . .

Annual Meeting

Our voters will assemble for our annual meeting following worship
on January 21. The agenda will include setting the 2018 budget,
appointing members to the church council, and any other orders of
business that require discussion and/or action.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class

will begin on January 17 at 6:00 PM. We will be reading and
discussing The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology in Practice.
If you would like to order a copy of the book, please sign up on the
bulletin board. The cost of each copy is $34.
Having a copy of the book will be optional and reading the book at
home will be optional. Each week Pastor will read orally a portion
of the book and discussion will follow.
Here is a portion of the introduction of the book:
“The Fire and the Staff captures the relationship between doctrine
and practice. Doctrine is like a fire. It lights our way and warms us.
Doctrine and practice are more closely related, even
interdependent, than is often realized. Doctrine affects practice and
practice affects doctrine. The two are so intimately woven together
that when you change one, you will inevitably change the other,
sometimes without realizing what has happened.”

OWLS Meeting

On Tuesday, January 9, at 1:30 PM the River Valley OWLS will
meet at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church (703 Flieth St., Wausau) in
the Fellowship Hall on the lower level. Our activity this month will
be viewing a Time of Grace sermon with Pastor Jeske speaking on
the theme “I’m Not Dead Yet - You Deserve Our Care,” followed
by a discussion on the topic. Our meeting will be held after the
video. Please bring your ideas for future programs. Questions? Call
Julie at 715-212-1599.

