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6th Wednesday in Lent

–

March 21st, 2018

Order of Service – Evening Prayer (p. 52)
Hymn 98: Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

Prayers
Pastor:
Cong.:

O Lord, open my lips.
And my mouth shall declare your praise.

P: Hasten to save me, O God
C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening
prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need for body
and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive
our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the
comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and
praise, through Jesus Christ, our living Savior, who reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

“Let My Prayer Rise Before You”

(p. 55)

Prayer
P: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us
in time of need that we may sing your praise in holy joy now and
forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen.

Passion History – Lesson Six
Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with him to be
executed. They brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means,
“The place of a skull.”). They offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but
when he tasted it, he would not drink it. They crucified him there with the
criminals, one on his right and the other on his left.
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing.” Now it was the third hour when they crucified him. Pilate also had a
sign written and fastened to the cross. It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King
of the Jews.” Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city, and it was written in Aramaic, Latin,
and Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The
King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the king of the Jews.’” Pilate
answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided
them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic which was
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. So they said to one
another, “Let’s not tear it. Instead, let’s cast lots to see who gets it.” This
was to fulfill the Scripture which says, “They divided my garments among

them, and for my clothing they cast lots.” So this is what the soldiers did.
Then they sat down and were keeping watch over him there.
The people stood watching. And even the rulers were ridiculing him,
saying, “He saved others. Let him save himself, if this is the Christ of God,
the chosen one!” People who passed by kept insulting him, shaking their
heads and saying, “You who were going to destroy the temple and rebuild it
in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the
cross!” In the same way the chief priests, experts in the law and elders kept
mocking him. They said, “He saved others, but he cannot save himself. If
he’s the King of Israel, let him come down now from the cross and we will
believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now, if he wants him,
because he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”
In the same way even the criminals who were crucified with him kept
insulting him. One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him,
saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other criminal
rebuked him, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same
condemnation? We are punished justly, for we are getting what we deserve
for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come in your kingdom.” Jesus said to him, “Amen
I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, his mother’s sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother
and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother,
“Woman, here is your son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.
It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole
land until the ninth hour. The sun was darkened. At the ninth hour Jesus
shouted with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which means, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” When some of those standing
there heard this, they said, “Listen, he is calling Elijah!”
After this, knowing that everything had now been accomplished, in
order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I thirst.” A jar full of
wine vinegar was sitting there. Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge,
and soaked it with vinegar. Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink.
When Jesus had taken the wine vinegar, he said, “It is finished.”
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!”
When he had said this, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. Suddenly,
the temple curtain was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth shook and
rocks were split. Tombs were opened and many bodies of saints who had
fallen asleep were raised to life. They came out of the tombs after Jesus’
resurrection, went into the holy city, and appeared to many people.
When the centurion and those who were guarding Jesus with him saw
the earthquake and how he cried out and breathed his last, they were terrified
and began to glorify God, saying, “This man really was righteous. Truly this

was the Son of God!” All the crowds gathered to see this spectacle. When
they saw what had happened, they returned home beating their chests.
All those who knew him, and many women who had followed Jesus
from Galilee and who had served him were there watching from a distance.
Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph,
Salome, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.
Since it was Preparation Day, the Jews did not want the bodies left
on the crosses over the Sabbath. Because that Sabbath was special, they
asked Pilate to have their legs broken and the bodies taken away. So the
soldiers came and broke the legs of the first man and then of the other who
was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was
already dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced
his side with a spear. Immediately blood and water came out. The man who
saw it has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and
he knows he is telling the truth. Indeed, these things happened so that the
Scripture would be fulfilled, “Not one of his bones will be broken.” Again
another Scripture says, “They will look at the one they pierced.”

Seasonal Response for Lent
P: Here ends the Passion Lesson.
C: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed.

Hymn 124: Savior, When in Dust to You

Sermon:

Jesus Is Our Perfect High Priest
Sermon Text:

Hebrews 5:7-9

7In

the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save
him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.
8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he
suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him.

“Song of Mary” (p. 57)
Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this evening, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.

During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Lord, Have Mercy (p. 59)
M: In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
M:

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of
your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all
who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord:
C: Christ, have mercy.
M:

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come
with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray,
O Lord:
C: Lord, have mercy.
M:

For our public servants who work day and night to bring
protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every
place, we pray to you, O Lord:
C: Lord, hear our prayer.
M:

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and
food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance
from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord:
C: Lord, hear our prayer.
M:

C:

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared
with us your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your
heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord:
Thanks be to God.

M:

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now
commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength,
O Lord.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer for Peace
P: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works
come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies
that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Song of Simeon

Blessing
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.
Hymn 588: Abide with Me (v. 1, 6, & 7)

Thank you to those who have provided the meal this evening.
All are welcome to join us again:
Palm Sunday, 25 March – Worship at 8 AM & 10:15 AM
Maundy Thursday, 29 March – Worship at 6:30 PM
Good Friday, 30 March – Worship at 6:30 PM
Easter Sunday, 1 April – Worship at 6 AM and 9 AM

