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Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#183: Holy Spirit, Light Divine 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us 
to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 
birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 
not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By 
the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he 
has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the 
light of the world.  Grant that your people, illumined by your Word 
and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that 
he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 



The Word 
 

Psalm 67 
To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments.  A Psalm.  A Song. 

M: 1May God be gracious to us and bless us 
C: and make his face to shine upon us, 
M: 2that your way may be known on earth, 
C: your saving power among all nations. 
M: 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
C: let all the peoples praise you! 
M: 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C: for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the 

nations upon earth. 
M: 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
C: let all the peoples praise you! 
M: 6The earth has yielded its increase; 
C: God, our God, shall bless us. 
M: 7God shall bless us; 
C: let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
C: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen. 

 

Epistle Lesson – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All things 
are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by anything.  13“Food 
is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food”—and God will 
destroy both one and the other. The body is not meant for sexual 
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  14And God 
raised the Lord and will also raise us up by his power.  15Do you not 
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never!  
16Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes 
one body with her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one 
flesh.”  17But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him.  18Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person 
commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins 
against his own body.  19Or do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You 
are not your own, 20for you were bought with a price. So glorify God 
in your body. 



Confessional Reading   –   The Small Catechism 
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the 
faith in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to 
teach the Christian faith today! 

Baptism is water connected to God’s Word by God’s command. Here Luther 
refutes two false teaching regarding Baptism. First, he speaks against those who 
say the water itself (without the Word) has the power to save. Second, he speaks 
against those who say that there is no real power in the water or Word of 
Baptism. 

Small Catechism III: Baptism 
1Baptism is nothing else than the Word of God in water, commanded 
by the institution of Christ; or as Paul says, “the washing of water 
with the word”; or, again, as Augustine puts it, “The Word is added 
to the element and it becomes a sacrament.”  2Therefore we do not 
agree with Thomas and the Dominicans who forget the Word (God’s 
institution) and say that God has joined to the water a spiritual power 
which, through the water, washes away sin.  3Nor do we agree with 
Scotus and the Franciscans who teach that Baptism washes away 
sin through the assistance of the divine will, as if the washing takes 
place only through God’s will and not at all through the Word and the 
water.  4As for infant Baptism, we hold that children should be 
baptized, for they, too, are included in the promise of redemption 
which Christ made, and the church should administer Baptism to 
them. 

 

Gospel Lesson – John 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and 
said to him, “Follow me.”  44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city 
of Andrew and Peter.  45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We 
have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets 
wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  46Nathanael said to 
him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.”  47Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and 
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”  
48Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I 
saw you.”  49Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of 
God! You are the King of Israel!”  50Jesus answered him, “Because I 
said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will 
see greater things than these.”  51And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I 



say to you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 

 

 

 
 

Hymn of the Day 

#86: The Only Son from Heaven 
 

Sermon: 

“Speak, for your servant hears.” 
 

Old Testament Lesson – 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in the presence of 
Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no 
frequent vision.  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow 
dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place.  3The 
lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 
temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.  4Then the LORD called 
Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and said, “Here I 
am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 
So he went and lay down.  6And the LORD called again, “Samuel!” 
and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 
me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.”  7Now 
Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not 
yet been revealed to him.  8And the LORD called Samuel again the 
third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you 
called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy.  
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you 
shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.’” So Samuel went 
and lay down in his place.  10And the LORD came and stood, calling 
as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for 
your servant hears.” 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 



under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank 
you for all that you give us day after day. 
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls 
and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and 
our sinful nature. 
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your 
saving truth at this place and everywhere.  Grant them a rich 
measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind 
of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of 
disease.  Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air.  Keep 
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm 
those who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and 
infirm. 
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of 
high trust.  Keep our government and schools upright and strong 
for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that 
we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 



C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth.  Where 
there are wars, may there be peace.  Where there is hatred, 
let it be healed.  Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, 
come with your almighty power to help and restore. 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus 
our Lord, and ask you to hear us.  Take all that we have, our 
bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, 
and use them to your glory. 
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in 
whatever way is pleasing in your sight.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 
want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn – #283: Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 



 
Announcements 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.” 

Church Council 
Our council will meet today. 

New Member Potluck 
Following worship next Sunday, January 21, all are invited to join 
us for a potluck in honor of all the new members who have joined 
our congregation throughout 2017. 

Annual Meeting 
Our voters will assemble for our annual meeting following the 
potluck on January 21.  The agenda will include setting the 2018 
budget, appointing members to the church council, and any other 
orders of business that require discussion and/or action. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
will begin on January 17 at 6:00 PM.  We will be reading and 
discussing The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology in Practice. 

If you would like to order a copy of the book, please sign up on the 
bulletin board.  The cost of each copy is $34. 

Having a copy of the book will be optional and reading the book at 
home will be optional.  Each week Pastor will read orally a portion 
of the book and discussion will follow. 

Here is a portion of the introduction of the book: 

“The Fire and the Staff captures the relationship between doctrine 
and practice. Doctrine is like a fire. It lights our way and warms us. 
Doctrine and practice are more closely related, even 
interdependent, than is often realized. Doctrine affects practice and 
practice affects doctrine. The two are so intimately woven together 
that when you change one, you will inevitably change the other, 
sometimes without realizing what has happened.” 

 


