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Third Sunday after the Epiphany

–

January 21st, 2018

Order of Service – The Common Service (p. 15)
Opening Hymn – #85: O God from God, O Light from Light
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession of Sins
M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Kyrie

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
M:
C:
M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom
and to teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of your Spirit
that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the
brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Psalm 62 (p. 88)
Epistle Lesson – 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
29This

is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very
short. From now on, let those who have wives live as though they
had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,
and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those
who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal with
the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form
of this world is passing away.

Confessional Reading –
The Apology of the Augsburg Confession
The Apology of the Augsburg Confession was presented in 1531. It was written
by Philip Melanchthon (Luther’s friend and fellow professor) to “defend” the
original Augsburg Confession against criticism by further explaining its doctrine.
Here Melanchthon answers the question of why we Baptize infants. In summary,
if someone is a sinner, the only way to save that person is the Gospel. Therefore,

because children are sinners, children need the Gospel. This is why children are
included in God’s command to “Baptize all nations.”

Apology of the Augsburg Confession IX: Baptism
1

They approve the ninth article where we confess that Baptism is
necessary for salvation; children are to be baptized; the Baptism of
children is not useless but is necessary and efficacious for salvation.
Among us, the Gospel is taught purely and diligently . . . It is most
certain that the promise of salvation also applies to little children. It
does not apply to those who are outside of Christ’s church, where
there is neither Word nor sacrament, because Christ regenerates
through Word and sacrament. Therefore it is necessary to baptize
children, so that the promise of salvation might be applied to them
according to Christ’s command (Matt. 28:19), “Baptize all nations.”
Just as there salvation is offered to all, so Baptism is offered to all—
men, women, children, and infants. Therefore it clearly follows that
infants should be baptized because salvation is offered with Baptism.

Gospel Lesson – Mark 1:14-20

14Now

after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming
the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”
16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make
you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they left their nets
and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the
son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending
the nets. 20And immediately he called them, and they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.

Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Hymn of the Day
#569: O Christ, Our True and Only Light

Sermon:

The Lord Works Repentance
Old Testament Lesson – Jonah 3:1-10
1Then

the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying,
go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the
message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
great city, three days' journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go into
the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed
God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest
of them to the least of them. 6The word reached the king of Nineveh,
and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 7And he issued a proclamation and
published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his
nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let
them not feed or drink water, 8but let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn
from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. 9Who
knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce anger, so
that we may not perish.” 10When God saw what they did, how they
2“Arise,

turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had
said he would do to them, and he did not do it.

Offertory Hymn:
#561: Lord, Speak to Us that We May Speak

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church (p. 124)
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
M:
Lift up your hearts.
C:
We lift them up unto the Lord.
M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:
It is good and right so to do.
M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human
being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
C:

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymns
#308: As Surely As I Live, God Said
#309: Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

Thanksgiving
Nunc Dimittis

M:
C:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.

M:
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you
that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you
day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Benediction
M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
#560: I Hear the Savior Calling

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class

We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.”

New Member Potluck

Following worship today all are invited to join us for a potluck in
honor of all the new members who have joined our congregation
throughout 2017.

Annual Meeting

Our voters will assemble for our annual meeting following the
potluck today. The agenda will include setting the 2018 budget,
appointing members to the church council, and any other orders of
business that require discussion and/or action.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class

will begin on January 17 at 6:00 PM. We will be reading and
discussing The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology in Practice.
If you would like to order a copy of the book, please sign up on the
bulletin board. The cost of each copy is $34.
Having a copy of the book will be optional and reading the book at
home will be optional. Each week Pastor will read orally a portion
of the book and discussion will follow.

Youth Group Valentine’s Day Party

Our youth group will host a party for children in grades 1-5 on
February 9, 6-8 PM.

Youth Group Cook Book

Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group cook
book. All submissions must be received by May 1.

St. Peter Kindergarten Kick-Off

Do you have a child starting kindergarten in 2018? Please visit St.
Peter on Tuesday, January 30, at 6:30 PM for Kindergarten KickOff. This is a great opportunity to learn more about what St.
Peter has to offer. For more information, please call the school at
715-359-3020.
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