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Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany       –       January 28th, 2018 
 

 

Order of Service  –  Matins (p. 45) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#82: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of 
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that 
we have received at his hand, to set forth his most worthy praise, to 
hear his holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others, 
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let 
us worship him! Let us kneel and bow down before him. Let us 
confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by his 

infinite grace and mercy. 

C: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from 
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and 
desires of our hearts. We have offended against your holy law. 

We have done those things which we should not have done, and 
we have not done those things which we should have done. 
Have mercy on us, O Lord!  Spare us and restore us, according 
to the promises you have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. For his sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and 

sober life, to the glory of your holy name. 

M: The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and 
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment 
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Venite 



 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 
 Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers 
and that we often stumble and fall.  Strengthen us in body and mind, 
and bring us safely through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Psalm 1 
M: 1Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the 

wicked 
C: nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 

scoffers; 
M: 2but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
C: and on his law he meditates day and night. 
M: 3He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its 

fruit in its season, 
C: and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he 

prospers. 
M: 4The wicked are not so, 
C: but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
M: 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
C: nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
M: 6for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 



C: but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen. 

 

Epistle Lesson – 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
1Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us 
possess knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up.  
2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know 
as he ought to know.  3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God.  
4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an 
idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.”  5For 
although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 
indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”—6yet for us there is 
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we 
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and 
through whom we exist.  7However, not all possess this knowledge. 
But some, through former association with idols, eat food as really 
offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  8Food 
will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, 
and no better off if we do.  9But take care that this right of yours does 
not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  10For if anyone 
sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not 
be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to 
idols?  11And so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, 
the brother for whom Christ died.  12Thus, sinning against your 
brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin 
against Christ.  13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 
never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 
 

Confessional Reading  –  The Augsburg Confession 
The Augsburg Confession, presented to the secular government in 1530 (June 25), 
is the first great statement-of-faith of the Lutherans against the errors of the 
Medieval Church. It was written by Philip Melanchthon, Luther’s friend and fellow 
professor at Wittenberg. 

 

How do we believe the Gospel? God uses specific tools to create faith in our hearts. 
He uses his Word and his Sacraments, and he administers these Means of Grace 
to us through properly called ministers. 
 
 
 
 



Augsburg Confession V: Office of the Ministry 
1To obtain such faith God instituted the office of the ministry, that is, 
provided the Gospel and the sacraments.  2Through these, as 
through means, he gives the Holy Spirit, who works faith, when and 
where he pleases, in those who hear the Gospel.  3And the Gospel 
teaches that we have a gracious God, not by our own merits but by 
the merit of Christ, when we believe this.  4[We reject]…others who 
teach that the Holy Spirit comes to us through our own preparations, 
thoughts, and works without the external word of the Gospel. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Mark 1:21-28 
21And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath 

he entered the synagogue and was teaching.  22And they were 
astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had 
authority, and not as the scribes.  23And immediately there was in 
their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 
24“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come 
to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God.”  25But 
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”  26And 
the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, 
came out of him.  27And they were all amazed, so that they 
questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and 
they obey him.”  28And at once his fame spread everywhere 
throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#353: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 

Sermon: 

Listen to the Prophet! 
I. Moses the Mediator 

II. A Mediator Greater than Moses 
III. Listen to Him 

 

Old Testament Lesson – Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—16just 
as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the 
assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the 



LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’  17And the 
LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken.  18I will 
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And 
I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him.  19And whoever will not listen to my words that he 
shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of him.  20But the 
prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not 
commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, 
that same prophet shall die.’” 

 

 

Te Deum 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 

more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 

Kyrie 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer for Grace 
M: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, you have brought us safely to this new day.  Defend us 
with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall 
into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct 
us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, 
our Lord. 
C: Amen. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn 
#333: Abide, O Dearest Jesus 



Announcements 
Sunday Morning Bible Class 
We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.” 

Church Directory Committee 
The church council has decided to appoint a committee to consider 
options for the production of a new church directory.  Any member 
of ILC is welcome to help in this way.  If you would be willing to 
serve on the committee, please speak with Pastor or a member of 
the church council. 

Lenten Suppers 
The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14.  
We will hold our customary Wednesday evening suppers and 
services.  Four of the suppers will be provided by specific groups 
within the congregation, but anyone is welcome to provide a food 
item for one of the other two suppers.  If you would be willing to 
provide a food item, please sign up for the appropriate week. 
 
Lenten Worship 

February 14, 21, & 28 and March 7, 14, & 21 
Supper: 5:30 PM  Worship: 6:30 PM 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
We are reading and discussing The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology 
in Practice.  Anyone is welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:00 
PM for study and discussion. 

Youth Group Valentine’s Day Party 
Our youth group will host a party for children in grades 1-5 on 
February 9, 6-8 PM. 

Youth Group Cook Book 
Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group cook 
book.  All submissions must be received by May 1. 



St. Peter Kindergarten Kick-Off 
Do you have a child starting kindergarten in 2018?  Please visit St. 
Peter on Tuesday, January 30, at 6:30 PM for Kindergarten Kick-
Off.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about what St. 
Peter has to offer.  For more information, please call the school at 
715-359-3020. 

 

    

          ILC 
 


