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Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

–

February 4th, 2018

Order of Service –
Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26)
Opening Hymn
#280: Thy Strong Word
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.
C:
Lord, have mercy.
M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.
C:
Christ, have mercy.
M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our
prayer, O Lord.
C:
Lord, have mercy.
M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by
your power and keep us in your tender care:
C:
Amen.
M:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name
is worthy of praise.

Hymn - #234: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the
Word of life for our eyes to see and our ears to hear. Help us
believe what the Scriptures proclaim about him and do the
things that are pleasing in your sight; through Jesus Christ, your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Psalm 103 (p. 105)
Epistle Lesson — 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For
necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!
For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own
will, I am still entrusted with a stewardship. What then is my reward?

That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as
not to make full use of my right in the gospel. For though I am free
from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of
them. To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
under the law I became as one under the law (though not being
myself under the law) that I might win those under the law. To those
outside the law I became as one outside the law (not being outside
the law of God but under the law of Christ) that I might win those
outside the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win the
weak. I have become all things to all people, that by all means I might
save some. I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with
them in its blessings.

Confessional Reading – The Large Catechism
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one
banner. Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several
“parties” formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine,
and others wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure
Lutherans and the chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document
defending the doctrine of the Bible against the false teachings of other church
bodies.
This reading describes the two basic teachings of the Bible: the Law which shows
us our sin, and the Gospel which shows what God has done through Jesus to
save us from our sin.

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration V: Law & Gospel
17We

unanimously believe, teach, and confess on the basis of what
we have said that, strictly speaking, the law is a divine doctrine which
reveals the righteousness and immutable will of God, shows how
man ought to be disposed in his nature, thoughts, words, and deeds
in order to be pleasing and acceptable to God, and threatens the
transgressors of the law with God’s wrath and temporal and eternal
punishment . . . 20The Gospel, however, is that doctrine which
teaches what a man should believe in order to obtain the forgiveness
of sins from God, since man has failed to keep the law of God and
has transgressed it, his corrupted nature, thoughts, words, and
deeds war against the law, and he is therefore subject to the wrath
of God, to death, to temporal miseries, and to the punishment of hellfire. The content of the Gospel is this, that the Son of God, Christ our
Lord, himself assumed and bore the curse of the law and expiated
and paid for all our sins, that through him alone we re-enter the good

graces of God, obtain forgiveness of sins through faith, are freed
from death and all the punishments of sin, and are saved eternally.

Gospel Lesson — Mark 1:29-39
And immediately he left the synagogue and entered the house of
Simon and Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon's mother-inlaw lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. And
he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the fever
left her, and she began to serve them. That evening at sundown they
brought to him all who were sick or oppressed by demons. And the
whole city was gathered together at the door. And he healed many
who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons.
And he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew
him. And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he
departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. And
Simon and those who were with him searched for him, and they
found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for you.” And he
said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there
also, for that is why I came out.” And he went throughout all Galilee,
preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons.

Hymn of the Day - #93: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Sermon:

Why do bad things
happen to good people?
Sermon Text – Job 7:1-7
“Has not man a hard service on earth, and are not his days like the
days of a hired hand? Like a slave who longs for the shadow, and
like a hired hand who looks for his wages, so I am allotted months of
emptiness, and nights of misery are apportioned to me. When I lie
down I say, ‘When shall I arise?’ But the night is long, and I am full
of tossing till the dawn. My flesh is clothed with worms and dirt; my
skin hardens, then breaks out afresh. My days are swifter than a
weaver's shuttle and come to their end without hope. Remember
that my life is a breath; my eye will never again see good.”

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken by the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
M:
Lift up your hearts.
C:
We lift them up to the Lord.
M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance
of his glory.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymns
#90: The People that in Darkness Sat
#94: O Jesus, King of Glory

Thanksgiving

M:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C:
Amen.

M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn - #257: My Soul, Now Bless Your Maker

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class

We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.”

Church Directory Committee

The church council has decided to appoint a committee to consider
options for the production of a new church directory. Any member
of ILC is welcome to help in this way. If you would be willing to
serve on the committee, please speak with Pastor or a member of
the church council.

Lenten Suppers

The season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 14.
We will hold our customary Wednesday evening suppers and
services. Four of the suppers will be provided by specific groups
within the congregation, but anyone is welcome to provide a food
item for one of the other two suppers. If you would be willing to
provide a food item, please sign up for the appropriate week.

Lenten Worship

February 14, 21, & 28 and March 7, 14, & 21
Supper:
5:30 PM
Worship: 6:30 PM

Ash Wednesday
“I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes”
(Job 42:6).
Throughout Scripture ashes serve both as a symbol of
repentance and as a reminder of human mortality. As a healthy
reminder of these themes, our Ash Wednesday worship includes
an ancient Christian ceremony called the imposition of ashes.
After we confess our sins, everyone will be invited to come
forward and Pastor will apply ashes to our foreheads in the shape
of a cross. While we encourage every baptized believer present to
receive the sign of ashes, participation in this symbolic ceremony
is optional.
Christian Worship: Occasional Services, a companion volume to
our red hymnal, provides this informative explanation:
“Ash Wednesday begins the Christian's Lenten
journey with a reminder of our mortality and a call to
repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26;
Matthew 11:21). The ancient practice of imposing
ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash
Wednesday its name. The church father Tertullian (c.
A.D. 160-215) writes of the practice as a public
expression of repentance and of our human frailty
that stands in need of Christ. The ashes remind us
forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they
recall words from the rite for Christian burial: ‘ . . .
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust . . . ,’ words
that will someday be spoken over us all. The
imposition of ashes has never been an exclusively
Roman Catholic practice and today is observed widely
by Christians of many traditions.”
Feel free to speak to Pastor for more information about
Ash Wednesday or about the imposition of ashes.

Wednesday Evening Bible Class

We are reading and discussing The Fire and the Staff: Lutheran Theology
in Practice. Anyone is welcome to join us on Wednesdays at 6:00
PM for study and discussion.

Youth Group Valentine’s Day Party

Our youth group will host a party for children in grades 1-5 on
February 9, 6-8 PM.

Youth Group Cook Book

Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group cook
book. All submissions must be received by May 1.

Pine Car Derby

We will hold our annual pine car derby on February 18 following
worship. Anyone is invited to design a car for the competition.
Trophies will be awarded for the fastest car and for the bestdecorated car. If you would like to participate, please sign up on
the bulletin board and take a pine car kit. The entry fee is $3 per
car.

