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Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#104: Go to Dark Gethsemane 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us 
to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 
birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 
not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By 
the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he 
has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

M: Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend 
ourselves.  Guard and keep us both outwardly and inwardly 
from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all 
evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson – Genesis 28:10-17 
10Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran.  11And he came to a 
certain place and stayed there that night, because the sun had set. 
Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and 
lay down in that place to sleep.  12And he dreamed, and behold, there 
was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven. 
13And behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on 
it!  And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the 
God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac. The land on which 
you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. 14Your offspring shall 
be like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west 
and to the east and to the north and to the south, and in you and your 
offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed.  15Behold, I am 
with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back 
to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.”  16Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, “Surely 
the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.”  17And he was afraid 
and said, “How awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

 

Psalm 73 (p. 94) 
 

Epistle Lesson – Romans 5:1-11 
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  2Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  3Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  6For 
while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  
7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for 
a good person one would dare even to die—8but God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 
we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  10For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  



11More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

 

Confessional Reading   –   The Smalcald Articles 
The Smalcald Articles were written by Luther himself in 1537.  Luther was often ill 
and, being convinced he was approaching his end, he wrote these articles as a 
doctrinal “Last Will and Testament” to summarize the Bible’s doctrine and unify 
the Lutherans around it. 
 

Luther struggled with his sins and felt guilty for them. Here he reminds us that the 
reason we commit actual sins against the Ten Commandments in our lives is 
because of the original sinful nature we’ve all inherited from Adam, our first sinful 
father. 

Smalcald Articles, Part III, Article I: Sin 
1Here we must confess what St. Paul says in Rom. 5:12, namely, 
that sin had its origin in one man, Adam, through whose 
disobedience all men were made sinners and became subject to 
death and the devil. This is called original sin, or the root sin.  2The 
fruits of this sin are all the subsequent evil deeds which are forbidden 
in the Ten Commandments, such as unbelief, false belief, idolatry, 
being without the fear of God, presumption, despair, blindness—in 
short, ignorance or disregard of God—and then also lying, swearing 
by God’s name, failure to pray and call upon God, neglect of God’s 
Word, disobedience to parents, murder, unchastity, theft, deceit, etc.  
3This hereditary sin is so deep a corruption of nature that reason 
cannot understand it. It must be believed because of the revelation 
in the Scriptures (Ps. 51:5, Rom. 5:12ff., Exod. 33:20, Gen. 3:6ff.). 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#465: Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken 
 

Sermon: 

“Take up his cross.” 
 

Gospel Lesson – Mark 8:31-38 
31And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the 
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.  32And he said 
this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  33But 
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 
behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of 
God, but on the things of man.”  34And calling the crowd to him with 



his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  35For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
and the gospel's will save it.  36For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul?  37For what can a man give in 
return for his soul?  38For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words 
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man 
also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the 
holy angels.” 

 
Hymn 

#434: Lord, You I Love with All My Heart 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 
want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 

#453: Come, Follow Me, the Savior Spoke 
           



 

Announcements 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.” 

Lenten Worship 
February 28 and March 7, 14, & 21 

Supper:      5:30 PM  Worship:     6:30 PM 

Special Voters’ Meeting 
On Sunday, March 18, our voters will meet following worship to 
discuss a number of proposed upgrades to our audio/video equipment. 

Youth Group Cook Book 
Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group cook book.  
All submissions must be received by May 1. 

NLHS 
Together We Shine Open House & Silent Auction 

Sunday, March 4  12-3 PM 
Lent/Easter Concert 

Sunday, March 18 3 PM 

Easter Breakfast 
We will serve breakfast between services (approximately 7:30-9:00 AM) 
on Easter Sunday IF we have enough volunteers to help.  If you would 
be willing to help, please sign up on the bulletin board. 


