
 

 
Jesus Our Great High Priest 

Is Better than Any Other High Priest 

 
March 30th, 2018 



Immanuel Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
 

 
 

 

Good Friday              –              March 30th, 2018 
 

 

Hymn 99: Oh, Come, My Soul 
 

Prayer for Good Friday 
M: Let us pray. 
 God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given 
over into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the 
cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who 
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
13Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, 
and shall be exalted.  14As many were astonished at you—his 
appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form 
beyond that of the children of mankind—15so shall he sprinkle many 
nations; kings shall shut their mouths because of him; for that which 
has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard 
they understand.  53:1Who has believed what he has heard from us? 
And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?  2For he grew 
up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him.  3He was despised and rejected by men; 
a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom 
men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  
4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we 
esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5But he was 
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pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed.  6All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on 
him the iniquity of us all.  7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not 
his mouth.  8By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and 
as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the 
land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people?  9And 
they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his 
mouth.  10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him 
to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his 
offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hand.  11Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make 
many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  
12Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to 
death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin 
of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

Silence for prayer and meditation 
 

Hymn 127: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 

 

Passion History – Lesson Seven 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathaea, 

named Joseph, who was also a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear 
of the Jews. Joseph of Arimathaea, a prominent member of the 
council, was a good and righteous man. He had not agreed with their 
plan and action. He was looking forward to the kingdom of God. He 
boldly went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 

Pilate was surprised that Jesus was already dead. He summoned 
the centurion and asked him if Jesus had been dead for a long time. 
When he learned from the centurion that it was so, he granted the 
body to Joseph. Joseph bought a linen cloth, came, and took Jesus’ 
body away. Nicodemus, who earlier had come to Jesus at night, also 
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-two 
pounds. 



They took Jesus’ body and bound it with linen strips along with 
the spices, in accord with Jewish burial customs. 

There was a garden at the place where Jesus was crucified. And 
in the garden was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 
So they laid Jesus there, because it was the Jewish Preparation Day, 
and the tomb was near. Joseph took the body and laid it in his own 
new tomb that he had cut in the rock. He rolled a large stone over 
the tomb’s entrance and left. 

The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed after 
Joseph, and they observed the tomb and how Jesus’ body was laid 
there. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were watching 
where the body was laid. Then they returned and prepared spices 
and perfumes. On the Sabbath they rested according to the 
commandment. 

On the next day, which was the day after the Preparation Day, 
the chief priests and Pharisees gathered in the presence of Pilate 
and said, “Sir, we remembered what that deceiver said while he was 
still alive: ‘After three days I will rise again.’ So give a command that 
the tomb be made secure until the third day. Otherwise his disciples 
might steal his body and tell the people, ‘He is risen from the dead.’ 
And this last deception will be worse than the first.” 

Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go, make it as secure as 
you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing 
the stone and posting a guard. 

 

Silence for prayer and meditation 
 

Hymn 113: Upon the Cross Extended 
 

Sermon: Jesus Our Great High Priest Is Better than 

Any Other High Priest 
 

Sermon Text – Hebrews 9:11-14 

11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good 
things that have come, then through the greater and more 

perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this 
creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not 

by means of the blood of goats and calves but by means of 
his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption.  13For 

if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled 
persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the 

purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of 



Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself 

without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God. 

 

Hymn 387: Drawn to the Cross 
 

Bidding Prayer 
M: Let us pray for the whole Church, that our gracious Father 

would defend her from the devil and keep her faithful to her 
Lord. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

P: Almighty and everlasting God, you have revealed your saving 
name to the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Protect us 
from the assaults of the evil one, and help us remain faithful to 
your Word so that in every adversity, we may stand firm in our 
faith and give ourselves fully to our Savior’s work, through 
Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who serve in the public ministry and for all 
people of God. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you rule over all things for the 
good of your people. Preserve us from divisive spirits and false 
teachers. Give your servants the grace to proclaim Christ 
joyfully in word and deed so that all who hear them may come 
to know their Savior better and be strengthened for their lives 
of service, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who are being instructed in the Word, that 
they remain firm in the simple faith of Baptism. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you make us your own dear 
children by the washing of rebirth and renewal in the Holy Spirit. 
Give strength to all who are buried with Christ in Baptism, that 
each day they may die to sin and rise again to live new and holy 
lives, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 



M: Let us pray for our earthly government, our rulers, and all who 
are in authority. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you have established earthly 
government to keep a measure of order in this dying world and 
to protect us from the disorder of sin. Give to all rulers the 
wisdom to govern well and to all citizens the desire to obey 
them, so that we may live peaceful lives in all godliness and 
holiness, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Let us pray that our gracious Father would protect us and our 
communities from the many earthly calamities that threaten us. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, on all sides we are surrounded 
by danger from wars and famine, from disease and pestilence, 
with the devil begrudging us every minute of our lives. Protect 
us from all these miseries so that your name may still be 
glorified in them and so that we may safely pass through them 
to your heavenly kingdom, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Let us pray for those who are outside the Church, that they may 
come to know the one, true God and Jesus Christ, whom he 
has sent. 

 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, your Son was lifted up on the 
cross so that he might draw all people to himself. Through the 
proclamation of your Word, mercifully gather from the nations a 
people that are your very own, that we may join together around 
your throne in glory to praise and thank you forever, through 
Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Let us pray for our enemies and for all those who hate us. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, no one can harm us without 
grieving you, whose name we bear. We ask that you would 
change the hearts of those who work against us and who hate 
us without reason. Give them repentance and faith so that they 



may be glad with us and find joy in your love, through Christ our 
Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Let us pray for all who suffer under cross and trial. 
 

Silent prayer 
 

M: Almighty and everlasting God, you sent your Son into the world 
to bear our grief and to carry our sorrows. Help those who are 
suffering for your name’s sake and who are struggling against 
temptation, that they may not be overwhelmed with sadness but 
find relief in your grace, through Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 
 

M: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would 
have us ask in the words he himself has taught us. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  Amen. 

 

Meditation on the Cross of Christ 
M: Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of 

the whole world. 
C: Oh, come, let us worship him. 

 

The congregation may be seated. 
Silence for meditation 

 

Reproaches 
 

First Reproach 
M: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer me. For I have raised you 
up out of the prison house of sin and death, and you have 
delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. For I have 
redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you have nailed 
your Savior to the cross. O my people! 

 



M: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 
Redeemer, God eternal, leave us not to bitter death. O Lord, 
have mercy. 

 

C: 

 

Second Reproach 
M: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer me. For I have 
conquered all your foes, and you have given me over and 
delivered me to those who persecute me. For I have fed you 
with my Word and refreshed you with living water, and you have 
given me gall and vinegar to drink. O my people! 

 

M: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 
Redeemer, God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of 
death and hell. O Lord, have mercy. 

 

C: 



 

Third Reproach 
M: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and 

wherein have I offended you? Answer me. What more could 
have been done for my vineyard than I have done for it? When 
I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, 
is this how you thank your God? O my people! 

 

M: Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful 
Redeemer, God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith. O 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

C: 

 

Silence for meditation 
 

Hymn 137: Oh, Darkest Woe 
 

M: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
C:  By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

 
The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before dispersing 

quietly. 

 

If you would like to leave an offering, please place it in the offering plate 
next to the ushers’ stand on your way out. 
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