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Fourth Sunday in Lent

–

March 11th, 2018

Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38)
Opening Hymn:
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
We have come into the presence of God, who created us to
love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C:
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not
deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing
love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God
give you strength to live according to his will.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
Hymn

--

#343: Christ Is the World’s Light

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, we confess that we deserve to be punished
for our evil deeds. But we ask you graciously to cleanse us from
all sin and to comfort us with your salvation; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Old Testament Lesson – Numbers 21:4-9
4From

Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the
way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why
have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”
6Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit
the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the people came

to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the
Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the
serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the Lord
said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and
everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9So Moses made
a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he
would look at the bronze serpent and live.

Psalm 107:1-16
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:

1 Oh

give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let the redeemed of the LORD say so,
whom he has redeemed from trouble
3 and gathered in from the lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and
from the south.
4 Some wandered in desert wastes, finding no way to a city
to dwell in;
5 hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.
6 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
7 He led them by a straight way
till they reached a city to dwell in.
8 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of man!
9 For he satisfies the longing soul,
and the hungry soul he fills with good things.
10 Some sat in darkness and in the shadow of death,
prisoners in affliction and in irons,
11 for they had rebelled against the words of God,
and spurned the counsel of the Most High.
12 So he bowed their hearts down with hard labor;
they fell down, with none to help.
13 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble,
and he delivered them from their distress.
14 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death,
and burst their bonds apart.
15 Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love,
for his wondrous works to the children of man!
16 For he shatters the doors of bronze
and cuts in two the bars of iron.

Epistle Lesson – Ephesians 2:4-10
4But

God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which
he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and
raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places
in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he might show the
immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is
not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that
no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we
should walk in them.

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one banner.
Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several “parties”
formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine, but others
wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure Lutherans and the
chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document defending the doctrine
of the Bible against the false teachings of other church bodies.
Sin is much like having a cold: If I am coughing and have a sore throat, these are
symptoms of “the cold,” but they are not really “the cold” itself. “The cold”
actually is a virus infecting my body. So it is with my sin: The reason I break the
Ten Commandments is that already I am a sinner in nature. Therefore I am guilty
of all sin whether I actually break the Ten Commandments or not.

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration I: Original Sin
In the first place, it is an established truth that Christians must regard
and recognize as sin not only the actual transgression of God’s
commandments but also, and primarily, the abominable and dreadful
inherited disease which has corrupted our entire nature. In fact, we
must consider this as the chief sin, the root and fountain of all actual
sin. Dr. Luther calls this sin “nature-sin” or “person-sin” in order to
indicate that even though a man were to think no evil, speak no evil,
or do no evil—which after the Fall of our first parents is of course
impossible for human nature in this life—nevertheless man’s nature
and person would still be sinful. This means that in the sight of God
original sin, like a spiritual leprosy, has thoroughly and entirely
poisoned and corrupted human nature. On account of this corruption
and because of the fall of the first man, our nature or person is under
the accusation and condemnation of the law of God, so that we are
“by nature the children of wrath,” of death, and of damnation unless
we are redeemed from this state through Christ’s merit.

Gospel Lesson – John 3:14-21
14“And

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life. 16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son,
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. 18Whoever
believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the light has come into
the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light
because their works were evil. 20For everyone who does wicked
things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works
should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true comes to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried
out in God.”

Hymn of the Day
#556: Rise, Shine, You People:

Sermon:
Rise! Your Light Has Come!

Text – John 3:20-21
20For

everyone who does
wicked things hates the light and
does not come to the light, lest
his works should be exposed.
21But whoever does what is true
comes to the light, so that it may
be clearly seen that his works
have been carried out in God.”

Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving
Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church
M:
Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank
you for all that you give us day after day.
C:
We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.
M:
You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls
and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and
our sinful nature.
C:
We thank you for those who teach and preach your
saving truth at this place and everywhere. Grant them a rich
measure of patience, wisdom, and love.
M:
Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind
of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of
disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.
C:
Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm
those who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and
infirm.

M:
Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of
high trust. Keep our government and schools upright and strong
for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that
we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.
C:
Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where
there are wars, may there be peace. Where there is hatred,
let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster,
come with your almighty power to help and restore.
M:
Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.
M:
We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus
our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, our
bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings,
and use them to your glory.
C:
We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in
whatever way is pleasing in your sight. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
M:
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you
want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Benediction
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn:

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class

We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.”

Lenten Worship
Supper:

March 14, & 21
5:30 PM
Worship:

6:30 PM

Special Voters’ Meeting

Next Sunday, March 18, our voters will meet following worship to
discuss a number of proposed upgrades to our audio/video equipment.

Youth Group Cook Book

Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group cook book.
All submissions must be received by May 1.

NLHS Lent/Easter Concert
Next Sunday, March 18

3 PM

Easter Breakfast

We will serve breakfast between services (7:00-8:30 AM) on Easter
Sunday IF we have enough volunteers to help. If you would be willing
to help, please sign up on the bulletin board.

Easter Egg Hunt

We will fill the eggs following the voters’ meeting on March 18.
Between now and then, please take a bag of eggs home to assemble.
This will speed up the process when we gather to fill them. Also,
donations of candy for the eggs are welcome.

OWLS

Our Savior’s
Tuesday, March 13
1:30 PM
Join us for board games (Scrabble, Checkers, Yahtzee, etc.) and bring
along your favorite game! Call Ruth at 715-241-8879 with any
questions.

