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The Ascension of Our Lord              –              May 13th, 2018 
 

 

Order of Service  –  The Common Service (p. 15) 
 

Opening Hymn – #173: On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



 

Prayer of the Day 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
 Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above 
the heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations.  Leave us 
not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your 
command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the 
world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Psalm 47 (p. 85) 
 

Epistle Lesson – Ephesians 1:16-23 
16I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge 
of him, 18having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come.  22And he put all things under his 
feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

Confessional Reading   –   The Smalcald Articles 
The Smalcald Articles were written by Luther himself in 1537.  Luther was often ill 
and, being convinced he was approaching his end, he wrote these articles as a 



doctrinal “Last Will and Testament” to summarize the Bible’s doctrine and to unify 
the Lutherans around it. 

God reveals his will to us in one, exclusive way: his Word.  False teachings easily 
arise when people claim they have heard a message from God apart from his 
Word.  Therefore, we can allow nothing but the means of grace (Word and 
sacraments) to be the centerpiece of our Christian lives. 

Smalcald Articles, Part III, Article VIII 
3In these matters, which concern the external, spoken Word, we 
must hold firmly to the conviction that God gives no one his Spirit or 
grace except through or with the external Word which comes before. 
Thus we shall be protected from the enthusiasts—that is, from the 
spiritualists who boast that they possess the Spirit without and before 
the Word and who therefore judge, interpret, and twist the Scriptures 
or spoken Word according to their pleasure. Münzer did this, and 
many still do it in our day who wish to distinguish sharply between 
the letter and the spirit without knowing what they say or teach . . . 
5All this is the old devil and the old serpent who made enthusiasts of 
Adam and Eve. He led them from the external Word of God to 
spiritualizing and to their own imaginations, and he did this through 
other external words . . . 7Even those who have come to faith before 
they were baptized and those who came to faith in Baptism came to 
their faith through the external Word which preceded. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 24:44-53 
 
 

 

 

44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  45Then 
he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.”  50Then he led them out as 
far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them.  51While he 
blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  



52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
53and were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 
 
 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#560: I Hear the Savior Calling 
 

Sermon: 

Be My Witnesses 
 

Sermon Text – Acts 1:1-11 
1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 
to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had 

given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 
had chosen.  3He presented himself alive to them after his suffering 
by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking 
about the kingdom of God.  4And while staying with them he ordered 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days 
from now.”  6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  7He said to them, 
“It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed 



by his own authority.  8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  9And when 
he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, 
and a cloud took him out of their sight.  10And while they were gazing 
into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white 
robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will 
come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

Offertory Hymn 

#558: Christ High-Ascended 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 

more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your 
Father’s majesty, power, and glory and now reign as eternal 
King of kings and Lord of lords. 

C: We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and 
hell. 

M: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the 
precious gospel message of God’s love for all the world. 

C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and 
success to our efforts. 

M: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his 
own dear children and heirs.  Defend us against Satan’s every 
accusation.  Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our 
everyday lives. 

C: Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 

M: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and 
nations that they may serve the best interest of Your Church. 

C: You are our Lord, Master, and King. 



M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so 
lift our eyes daily to look for your coming again in glory. 

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for the Church 

M: Almighty God, grant to your Church the Holy Spirit and the 
wisdom that comes from above.  Let nothing hinder your Word from 
being freely proclaimed to the joy and edifying of Christ’s holy people, 
so that we may serve you in steadfast faith and confess your name 
as long as we live, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 

#175: Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 
 

 

  
We thank Pastor Joel Suckow for leading us in worship last Sunday and today! 


