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Second Sunday of Easter

–

April 8th, 2018

Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38)
Opening Hymn
#165: O Sons and Daughters of the King (v. 1-4)
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
We have come into the presence of God, who created us
to love and serve him as his dear children. But we have
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his
mercy.
C:
Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By
the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he
has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child.
May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord:

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their
fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by your Word and
sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of
your abiding presence; for you live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Psalm 16 (p. 68)
Epistle Lesson – 1 John 5:1-6
1Everyone

who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God,
and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of

him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we
keep his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome. 4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the
world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.
5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that
Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is he who came by water and blood—
Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And
the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one banner.
Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several “parties”
formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine, but others
wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure Lutherans and the
chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document defending the doctrine
of the Bible against the false teachings of other church bodies.
The message of the Lutheran fathers always has been clear and consistent: We are
not saved through any works or efforts of our own, but only by God’s grace (Sola
Gratia) through faith (Sola Fide) given through Scripture (Sola Scriptura).

Formula of Concord, Epitome III
Accordingly we believe, teach, and confess that our righteousness
before God consists in this, that God forgives us our sins purely by his
grace, without any preceding, present, or subsequent work, merit, or
worthiness, and reckons to us the righteousness of Christ’s obedience,
on account of which righteousness we are accepted by God into grace
and are regarded as righteous. We believe, teach, and confess that
faith is the only means and instrument whereby we accept Christ and in
Christ obtain the “righteousness which avails before God,” and that for
Christ’s sake such faith is reckoned for righteousness (Rom. 4:5). We
believe, teach, and confess that this faith is not a mere knowledge of
the stories about Christ, but the kind of gift of God by which in the Word
of the Gospel we recognize Christ aright as our redeemer and trust in
him, so that solely because of his obedience, by grace, we have
forgiveness of sins, are regarded as holy and righteous by God the
Father, and shall be saved eternally.

Gospel Lesson – John 20:19-31
19On

the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he
had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again,

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending
you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.”
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them
when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the
nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand
into his side, I will never believe.” 26Eight days later, his disciples were
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve,
but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed
are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30Now Jesus did
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written
in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in
his name.

Hymn of the Day
#165: O Sons and Daughters of the King (v. 5-9)

Sermon:
God works through means.
Lesson from Acts – Acts 3:12-20
12And

when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel,
why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by
our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13The God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our
fathers, glorified his servant Jesus, whom you delivered over and
denied in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release
him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a
murderer to be granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life,
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And
his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom
you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the

man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17And now,
brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers.
18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his
Christ would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn
back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times of refreshing may
come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ
appointed for you, Jesus.”

Apostles’ Creed
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving
Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
M:
Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you
want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith,
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Benediction
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn
#157: Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Announcements
Church Council Meeting
Today

-

11:20 AM

Sunday Morning Bible Class

We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.”

Wednesday Evening Bible Class
Join us on Wednesdays at 6 PM as we continue reading
and discussing Chapter 2 of The Fire and the Staff.

OWLS – River Valley Chapter

We are so excited to take a walk with the Apostle Paul
through his missionary journeys to Greece, Italy, and
Turkey with Dorothy Sparby, an OWLS member from
Immanuel, Mosinee. Our business meeting will follow
Dorothy’s presentation. We will meet on Tuesday, April
10 at 1:30 PM at Our Saviors, Wausau in the Fellowship
Hall on the lower level. Come join us for an afternoon of
education, fellowship, and fun.
Questions call Ruth at 715-241-8879.

Wisconsin River LWMS Spring Rally
Saturday, April 21, 2018

Youth Group Cook Book
Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group
cook book. All submissions must be received by May 1.

