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Third Sunday of Easter              –              April 15th, 2018 
 

 

Order of Service  –  The Common Service (p. 15) 
 

Opening Hymn – #160: This Joyful Eastertide 

(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



Prayer of the Day 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
 O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen 
world from the despair of death.  By his resurrection to life, grant your 
faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Psalm 118 (p. 108) 
 

Epistle Lesson – 1 John 1:1-2:2 
1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we 
have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2the life was made 
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 
us—3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, 
so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  4And we 
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.  5This is the 
message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all.  6If we say we have fellowship 
with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the 
truth.  7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin.  8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.  9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  10If 
we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not 
in us.  2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you 
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the 



Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  2He is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

 

Confessional Reading   –   The Smalcald Articles 
The Smalcald Articles were written by Luther himself in 1537.  Luther was often ill 
and, being convinced he was approaching his end, he wrote these articles as a 
doctrinal “Last Will and Testament” to summarize the Bible’s doctrine and unify 
the Lutherans around it. 

Good works do not merit salvation, neither do they deserve our boasting.  Good 
works flow out from a faith which believes in Christ alone for salvation. 

Smalcald Articles, Part III, Article XIII 
I do not know how I can change what I have heretofore constantly 
taught on this subject, namely, that by faith (as St. Peter says) we 
get a new and clean heart and that God will and does account us 
altogether righteous and holy for the sake of Christ, our mediator. 
Although the sin in our flesh has not been completely removed or 
eradicated, he will not count or consider it. Good works follow such 
faith, renewal, and forgiveness. Whatever is still sinful or imperfect in 
these works will not be reckoned as sin or defect for the sake of the 
same Christ. The whole man, in respect both of his person and of his 
works, shall be accounted and shall be righteous and holy through 
the pure grace and mercy which have been poured out upon us so 
abundantly in Christ. Accordingly we cannot boast of the great merit 
in our works if they are considered apart from God’s grace and 
mercy, but, as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord” (1 
Cor. 1:31). That is to say, all is well if we boast that we have a 
gracious God. To this we must add that if good works do not follow, 
our faith is false and not true. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 24:36-49 
 
 

 

 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood 
among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!”  37But they were 
startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit.  38And he said 
to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts?  39See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, 
and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that 
I have.”  40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands 
and his feet.  41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were 



marveling, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?”  42They 
gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate before them.  
44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law 
of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.”  45Then 
he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third 
day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.  48You are witnesses of these things.  49And behold, I am 
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until 
you are clothed with power from on high.” 

 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 
fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken by the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#528: Christ Is Our Cornerstone 



 

Sermon: 

Only Jesus Is Our Cornerstone 
 

Sermon Text – Acts 4:8-12 
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the 
people and elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a 
good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 
been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of 
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is 
standing before you well.  11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected 
by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.  12And there 
is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” 

 

Offertory Hymn 
#76: Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 

more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church (p. 126) 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 The Sacrament 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 



 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially 
for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb, 
who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his 
resurrection restored everlasting life.  Therefore, with all the saints 
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join 
their glorious song: 

Sanctus 

 



Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

Distribution 

At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our 

fellowship may come forward.  If you are not yet a member of our fellowship 

or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after 

the service.  We would like to give you more information about our church 

before asking you to commune with us.  Thank you for respecting our 

teaching and practice. 



Distribution Hymns 

#145: Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won 
#348: Jesus, Jesus, Only Jesus 

#358: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
 

Thanksgiving 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity.  We thank you 
that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our 
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you 
day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 



 

Closing Hymn 

#149: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 
 

Announcements 
Sunday Morning Bible Class 

We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.” 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
Join us on Wednesdays at 6 PM as we continue reading 

and discussing Chapter 2 of The Fire and the Staff. 

Wisconsin River LWMS Spring Rally 
Saturday, April 21, 2018 

Youth Group Cook Book 
Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group 
cook book.  All submissions must be received by May 1. 

 
Northland Lutheran High School Enrollment 

If you have children in grades 8-11, please consider making 
use of the Wisconsin School Choice Program to send your 
children to NLHS.  For qualifying families a high school 
education at Northland would be financially provided for, 
almost the same as if you children were to attend a public 
high school.  This is an excellent opportunity to provide 
your children with a Christ-centered education, but the 
time for this year is short!  The window for applying for 
the 2018-2019 school year closes April 20.  To apply, go to 
dpi.wi.gov/choice to begin an application. 
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