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Fourth Sunday of Easter

–

April 22nd, 2018

Order of Service – Matins (p. 45)
Opening Hymn
#432: I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Confession of Sins
M:
Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that
we have received at his hand, to set forth his most worthy praise, to
hear his holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others,
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let
us worship him! Let us kneel and bow down before him. Let us
confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by his
infinite grace and mercy.
C:
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and
desires of our hearts. We have offended against your holy law.
We have done those things which we should not have done, and
we have not done those things which we should have done.
Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according
to the promises you have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our
Lord. For his sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and
sober life, to the glory of your holy name.
M:
The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Hymn
#436: Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid
down your life for the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your
life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house
forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
First Lesson – Acts 4:23-33
23When

they were released, they went to their friends and reported
what the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24And when
they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,
“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea
and everything in them, 25who through the mouth of our father David,
your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and

the peoples plot in vain? 26The kings of the earth set themselves, and
the rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against his
Anointed’—27for truly in this city there were gathered together against
your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and
Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28to
do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.
29And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants
to continue to speak your word with all boldness, 30while you stretch
out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through
the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31And when they had prayed,
the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of
God with boldness. 32Now the full number of those who believed
were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things
that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in
common. 33And with great power the apostles were giving their
testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was
upon them all.

Psalm 23 (p. 72)
Epistle Lesson – 1 John 3:1-2
1See

what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world
does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God's
children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him
as he is.

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one
banner. Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several
“parties” formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine,
but others wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure
Lutherans and the chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document
defending the doctrine of the Bible against the false teachings of other church
bodies.
Jesus is true God and true man in one. He was and is true God even when he had
to suffer humiliation to save us. Today he remains true man even though he lives
as our risen and ascended Lord with all power and glory.

Formula of Concord, Epitome VIII: The Person of Christ
According to the personal union he always possessed this majesty.
But in the state of his humiliation he dispensed with it and could
therefore truly increase in age, wisdom, and favor with God and men,
for he did not always disclose this majesty, but only when it pleased
him. Finally, after his resurrection he laid aside completely the form
of a slave (not the human nature) and was established in the full use,
revelation, and manifestation of his divine majesty. Thus he entered
into his glory in such a way that now not only as God, but also as
man, he knows all things, can do all things, is present to all creatures,
and has all things in heaven and on earth and under the earth
beneath his feet and in his hands, as he himself testifies, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” and as St.
Paul states, He ascended “far above all the heavens that he might
fill all things.” He exercises his power everywhere omnipresently, he
can do everything, and he knows everything.

Hymn of the Day
#375: The King of Love My Shepherd Is

Gospel Lesson – John 10:11-18
11“I

am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life
for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me,
because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay
it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have
received from my Father.”

Sermon:

“I am the good shepherd.”

Te Deum

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel obligated
to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know more about our
ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however, you desire to give,
you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship register
located in your pew.

Kyrie

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer for Grace
M:
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God,
you have brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your
mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run
into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in
your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C:
Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn
#360: The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll Not Want

