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Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#220: O’er the Distant Mountains Breaking 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us 
to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 
birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 
not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By 
the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he 
has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
 Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from 
you.  Inspire us to think those things that are true and long for 
those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions 
according to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



The Word 
 

First Lesson – Acts 11:19-26 
19Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that 
arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and 
Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews.  20But there were 
some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch 
spoke to the Hellenists [that is, the Greeks] also, preaching the Lord 
Jesus.  21And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great 
number who believed turned to the Lord.  22The report of this came 
to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 
Antioch.  23When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, 
and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast 
purpose, 24for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. 
And a great many people were added to the Lord.  25So Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he had found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church 
and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were 
first called Christians. 

Psalm 98 (p. 103) 
 

Epistle Lesson – 1 John 4:1-11 
1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out 
into the world.  2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that 
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and 
every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the 
world already.  4Little children, you are from God and have overcome 
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.  
5They are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and 
the world listens to them.  6We are from God. Whoever knows God 
listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this 
we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.  7Beloved, let us 
love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 
born of God and knows God.  8Anyone who does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.  9In this the love of God was made 
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that 
we might live through him.  10In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 



our sins.  11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. 

Confessional Reading   –   The Small Catechism 
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the 
faith in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to 
teach the Christian faith today! 

Because Christ feeds us with forgiveness in the Lord’s Supper, it is truly the 
world’s only “soul food” for sinners who daily need the forgiveness only God can 
give. 

Large Catechism, V: The Sacrament of the Altar 
Now we come to its power and benefit, the purpose for which the 
sacrament was really instituted, for it is most necessary that we know 
what we should seek and obtain there. This is plainly evident from 
the words just quoted, “This is my body and blood, given and poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” In other words, we go to the 
sacrament because we receive there a great treasure, through and 
in which we obtain the forgiveness of sins. Why? Because the words 
are there through which this is imparted! Christ bids me eat and drink 
in order that the sacrament may be mine and may be a source of 
blessing to me as a sure pledge and sign—indeed, as the very gift 
he has provided for me against my sins, death, and all evils. 
Therefore, it is appropriately called the food of the soul since it 
nourishes and strengthens the new man. While it is true that through 
Baptism we are first born anew, our human flesh and blood have not 
lost their old skin. There are so many hindrances and temptations of 
the devil and the world that we often grow weary and faint, at times 
even stumble. The Lord’s Supper is given as a daily food and 
sustenance so that our faith may refresh and strengthen itself and 
not weaken in the struggle but grow continually stronger. For the new 
life should be one that continually develops and progresses. 

 

Gospel Lesson – John 15:9-17 
9“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love.  
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.  
11These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be full.  12This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you.  13Greater love has no one than 
this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  14You are my 



friends if you do what I command you.  15No longer do I call you 
servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but 
I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I 
have made known to you.  16You did not choose me, but I chose you 
and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, 
he may give it to you.  17These things I command you, so that you 
will love one another.” 

 

 

 
Hymn of the Day 

#456: Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 
 

Sermon: 

Be Working When the Lord Returns 
 

Sermon Text – Mark 13:32-37 
32“But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, not even the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  33Be on guard, 
keep awake. For you do not know when the time will come.  34It is 
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
servants in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to stay awake.  35Therefore stay awake—for you do not 
know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at 
midnight, or when the rooster crows, or in the morning—36lest he 
come suddenly and find you asleep.  37And what I say to you I say to 
all: Stay awake.” 

 

Hymn 

#452: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  



He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank 
you for all that you give us day after day. 
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls 
and to protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and 
our sinful nature. 
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your 
saving truth at this place and everywhere.  Grant them a rich 
measure of patience, wisdom, and love. 
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind 
of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of 
disease.  Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air.  Keep 
our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them. 
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm 
those who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and 
infirm. 
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of 
high trust.  Keep our government and schools upright and strong 
for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that 
we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth.  Where 
there are wars, may there be peace.  Where there is hatred, 



let it be healed.  Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, 
come with your almighty power to help and restore. 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus 
our Lord, and ask you to hear us.  Take all that we have, our 
bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, 
and use them to your glory. 
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in 
whatever way is pleasing in your sight.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 
want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 

#323: Almighty Father, Bless the Word 


