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Easter Sunday

–

April 1st, 2018

Order of Service –
Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26)
Opening Hymn
#152: I Know that My Redeemer Lives (v. 1-4)
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
Kyrie Hymn
#144: Christ Is Arisen

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened the gate to
eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him
through baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever
rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and
praise now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Gloria Hymn
#148: The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

The Word
Old Testament Lesson — Isaiah 25:6-9
6On

this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast
of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of
aged wine well refined. 7And he will swallow up on this mountain the
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all
nations. 8He will swallow up death forever; and the L ORD GOD will
wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be said
on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he
might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Hymn
#162: He Is Arisen! Glorious Word

Epistle Lesson — 1 Corinthians 15:19-26
19If

in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most
to be pitied. 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those

who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all his
enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one
banner. Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several
“parties” formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine,
but others wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure
Lutherans and the chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document
defending the doctrine of the Bible against the false teachings of other church
bodies.
When we confess in the Creed, “He descended into hell,” we are not thinking
about Christ’s suffering, but about His Easter victory. Christ descended into hell to
proclaim His victory over the devil.

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration IX
explanations of the article on Christ’s descent into hell
have been discovered among some of our theologians just as among
the ancient teachers of the Christian church. Hence we let matters
rest on the simple statement of our Christian Creed, to which Dr.
Luther directs us in the sermon that he held in the castle at Torgau
in the year 1533, “I believe in the Lord Christ, God’s Son, who died,
was buried, and descended into hell.” Herein the burial and the
descent into hell are differentiated as distinct articles, 2and we simply
believe that after the burial the entire person, God and man,
descended into hell, conquered the devil, destroyed hell’s power,
and took from the devil all his might. 3We are not to concern
ourselves with exalted and acute speculations about how this
occurred. With our reason and five senses this article cannot be
comprehended any more than the preceding one, how Christ has
been made to sit at the right hand of the almighty power and majesty
of God. We must only believe and cling to the Word. Then we shall
retain the heart of this article and derive from it the comfort that
neither hell nor the devil can take us or any believer in Christ captive
or harm us.
1Different

Gospel Lesson — Mark 16:1-8
1When

the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint
him. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had
risen, they went to the tomb. 3And they were saying to one another,

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the
tomb?” 4And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled
back—it was very large. 5And entering the tomb, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were
alarmed. 6And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus
of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the
place where they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he
is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told
you.” 8And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and
astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for
they were afraid.

Hymn of the Day
#161: Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands

Sermon: Jesus Is Our Eternal High Priest
Sermon Text – Hebrews 7:23-27
23The

former priests were many in number, because they were
prevented by death from continuing in office, 24but he holds his
priesthood
permanently,
because
he
continues forever.
25Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession
for them. 26For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high
priest, holy,
innocent,
unstained, separated from sinners,
and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no need, like those high
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for
those of the people, since he did this once for all when he offered up
himself.

Hymn
#152: I Know that My Redeemer Lives (v. 5-8)

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken by the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand
in the heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for
the benefit of the Church.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of
sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:
Amen.

Agnus Dei Hymn
#265: This Is the Feast of Victory

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our fellowship
may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship or if you are
unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after the service. We
would like to give you more information about our church before asking you to
commune with us. Thank you for respecting our teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymn – Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
1
Awake, my heart, with gladness!
See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness,
Comes forth the glorious sun.
My Savior there was laid.
Where our bed must be made
When to the realms of light
Our spirit wings its flight.

3
This is a sight that gladdens—
What peace it does impart!
Now nothing ever saddens
The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake,
No foe shall ever take
The hope which God's own Son
In love for me has won.

2
The foe in triumph shouted
When Christ lay in the tomb.
But lo, he now is routed;
His boast is turned to gloom.
For Christ again is free;
In glorious victory
He who is strong to save
Has triumphed o’er the grave

4
Now hell, its prince, the devil,
Of all their pow’r are shorn;
Now I am safe from evil,
And sin I laugh to scorn.
Grim death with all his might
Cannot my soul affright;
He is a pow’rless form,
Howe’er he rave and storm.

5
The world against me rages,
Its fury I disdain;
Though bitter war it wages,
Its work is all in vain.
My heart from care is free,
No trouble troubles me.
Misfortune now is play,
And night is bright as day.

7
To halls of heav’nly splendor
With him I penetrate;
And trouble ne’er may hinder
Nor make me hesitate.
Let tempests rage at will,
My Savior shields me still;
He grants abiding peace
And bids all tumult cease.

6
Now I will cling forever
To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
Whate’er he passes through.
He rends death's iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain.
He shatters hell's dark thrall;
I follow him through all.

8
He brings me to the portal
That leads to bliss untold,
Whereon this rhyme immortal
Is found in script of gold:
“Who there my cross has shared
Finds here a crown prepared;
Who there with me has died
Shall here be glorified.”

Distribution Hymn – Like the Golden Sun Ascending
1.) Like the golden sun ascending,
Breaking through the gloom of night,
On the earth its glory spending
So that darkness takes to flight,
Thus my Jesus from the grave
And death’s dismal, dreadful cave
Rose triumphant Easter morning
At the early purple dawning.
2.) Thanks to you, O Christ victorious!
Thanks to you, O Lord of life!
Death has now no power o’er us,
You have conquered in the strife.
Thanks because you did arise
And have opened paradise!
None can fully sing the glory
Of the resurrection story.
3.) For my heart finds consolation
And my fainting soul grows brave
When I stand in contemplation
At your dark and dismal grave;
When I see where you did sleep
In death’s dungeon dark and deep,
Yet you broke all bands asunder,
Must I not rejoice in wonder?

4.) Though I be by sin o’ertaken,
Though I lie in helplessness,
Though I be by friends forsaken,
And must suffer sore distress,
Though I be despised, contemned,
And by all the world condemned,
Though the dark grave yawn before me,
Yet the light of hope shines o’er me.
5.) You have died for my transgression;
All my sins on you were laid.
You have won for me salvation;
On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise
And shall meet you in the skies.
Death itself is transitory;
I shall lift my head in glory.
6.) Satan’s arrows all lie broken,
Death and hell have met their doom;
Christ, your rising is the token:
You have triumphed o’er the tomb.
You have buried all my woe,
And my cup doth overflow;
By your resurrection glorious
I shall wave my palms victorious.
7.) As the Son of God I know thee,
For I see your sov’reign pow’r;
Sin and death shall not o’erthrow me
Even in my dying hour;
For your resurrection is
Guarantee of heav’nly bliss,
And my baptism a reflection
Of your death and resurrection.
8.) Unto life you will arise me
By your resurrection’s pow’r;
Though the hideous grave shall house me,
And my flesh the worms devour;
Fire and water may destroy
My frail body, yet with joy
I shall rise as you have risen
From the deep sepulchral prison.

9.) Grant me grace, O blessed Savior,
And your Holy Spirit send
That my life and my behavior
May be pleasing to the end,
That I may not fall again
Into death’s grim pit and pain,
Whence by grace you have retrieved me
And from which you have relieved me.
10.) For the joy your advent gave me,
For your gospel’s great reward,
For your baptism which has saved me,
For your supper and your Word,
For your death, the bitter scorn,
For your resurrection morn:
Lord, I thank you and extol you,
And in heav’n I shall behold you.

Thanksgiving Hymn
#141: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing
M:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C:
Amen.
M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn

#143: He’s Risen, He’s Risen

Announcements
Sunday Morning Bible Class

We continue our study of “A Man Named Martin.”

Wednesday Evening Bible Class
Join us at 6 PM this Wednesday as we begin reading and
discussing Chapter 2 of The Fire and the Staff.

Wisconsin River LWMS Spring Rally
Saturday, April 21, 2018

Youth Group Cook Book
Please submit all your favorite recipes for the youth group
cook book. All submissions must be received by May 1.

Thank you!

We thank all who have
volunteered time and
effort to make
breakfast this morning
possible. The Lord
bless those who have
served us today!

