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Opening Hymn 

#285: The Ten Commandments Are the Law 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: Our gracious Creator has given us his law out of love for us 
and for our benefit.  However, we have not obeyed his perfect law, 
but have broken it on every point by the evil we have done and by 
the good we have failed to do.  On account of our rebellion against 
the Lord, we deserve his just punishment.  Therefore let us confess 
our sins to the Lord and plead for his mercy as we sing the words of 
Martin Luther’s hymn of confession: 

 

Confessional Hymn 

#305: From Depths of Woe I Cry to You 
 

Absolution 

M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all 
your sins.  Be assured that you are dear children of God and heirs of 
eternal life. 
C: O Lord, my God, I called to you for help, and you 
answered me.  I thank you for the love you have shown me in 
Jesus Christ, my Savior.  Through him you have rescued me 
from the guilt of my sin and given me the peace of forgiveness.  
Help me to fight against temptation, to correct whatever wrongs 
I can, and to serve you and those around me with love and good 
works.  In Jesus’ name, I pray. 
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M: Go in peace.  The Lord be with you. 
C: Amen. 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

Gloria Hymn 

 



Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 
 Lord God, heavenly Father, in Holy Baptism you began your 
good work in our catechism students.  You also have blessed their 
training and instruction in your Word, so that they now look forward 
to their confirmation and to receiving your Holy Communion.  We 
pray that you would pour out your Holy Spirit on their hearts and 
minds as they study your Word, so they truly may love and fear you, 
confess their faith joyfully and boldly, and with their lips and their lives 
glorify you, their faithful God and Lord, through Jesus Christ, their 
Savior and ours. 
C: Amen. 

 

The Word 

Old Testament Lesson – Proverbs 1:1-9 
1The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:  2To know 
wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, 3to receive 
instruction in wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; 4to 
give prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the youth—
5Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who 
understands obtain guidance, 6to understand a proverb and a saying, 
the words of the wise and their riddles.  7The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.  
8Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your 
mother's teaching, 9for they are a graceful garland for your head and 
pendants for your neck. 

 

Psalm 37:1-9 
Of David. 

M: 1 Fret not yourself because of evildoers; 
C: be not envious of wrongdoers! 
M: 2 For they will soon fade like the grass 
C: and wither like the green herb. 
M: 3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
C: dwell in the land and befriend faithfulness. 
M: 4 Delight yourself in the LORD, 
C: and he will give you the desires of your heart. 
M: 5 Commit your way to the LORD; 
C: trust in him, and he will act. 
M: 6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light, 
C: and your justice as the noonday. 



M: 7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; 
C: fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, 

over the man who carries out evil devices! 
M: 8 Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath! 
C: Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil. 
M: 9 For the evildoers shall be cut off, 
C: but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen. 

 

Epistle Lesson – 2 Peter 3:17-18 
17You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that 
you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose 
your own stability.  18But grow in the grace and knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to 
the day of eternity. Amen. 

 

Confessional Reading   – 
Luther’s Preface to the Small Catechism 

The deplorable, miserable condition which I discovered lately when 
I, too, was a visitor, has forced and urged me to prepare this 
Catechism, or Christian doctrine, in this small, plain, simple form. 
Mercy! Good God! what manifold misery I beheld! The common 
people, especially in the villages, have no knowledge whatever of 
Christian doctrine, and, alas! many pastors are altogether incapable 
and incompetent to teach [so much so, that one is ashamed to speak 
of it]. Nevertheless, all maintain that they are Christians, have been 
baptized and receive the holy Sacraments. Yet they [do not 
understand and] cannot [even] recite either the Lord's Prayer, or the 
Creed, or the Ten Commandments; they live like dumb brutes and 
irrational hogs; and yet, now that the Gospel has come, they have 
nicely learned to abuse all liberty like experts . . . Therefore I entreat 
you all for God's sake, my dear sirs and brethren, who are pastors or 
preachers, to devote yourselves heartily to your office, to have pity 
on the people who are entrusted to you, and to help us inculcate the 
Catechism upon the people, and especially upon the young. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 11:27-28 
27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and 
said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at 



which you nursed!”  28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who 
hear the word of God and keep it!” 

 

Credo Hymn 

#271: We All Believe in One True God 
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Thanksgiving 
 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer Hymn 

#410: Our Father, Who from Heaven Above 
Verse 1 -- Pastor 

Verse 2 – All 
Verse 3 -- Men 

Verse 4 – Women 
Verse 5 -- Pastor 

Verse 6 – All 

Verse 7 -- Men 
Verse 8 – Women 

Verse 9 – All 
 

Collect 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 
want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 



Closing Hymn 
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