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–

April 29th, 2018

Order of Service – The Common Service (p. 15)
Opening Hymn – #88: To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession of Sins
M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Kyrie

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Gloria Hymn
#377: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (v. 1-5)

Prayer of the Day
M:
C:
M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single
will. Make us love what you command and desire what you promise,
that among the many changes of this world, our hearts may ever
yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
First Lesson – Acts 8:26-40
26Now

an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a
desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an Ethiopian,
a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who
was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem to
worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was
reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over
and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and heard him reading
Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” 31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”
And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32Now the passage

of the Scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep he was
led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he
opens not his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the
earth.” 34And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you,
does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this Scripture he
told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they were going along
the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here
is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38And he
commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the
water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39And when they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away,
and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.
40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Psalm 67 (p. 91)
Epistle Lesson – 1 John 3:18-24
18Little

children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.
this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our
heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his
commandments and do what pleases him. 23And this is his
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever
keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by
this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given
us.
19By

Confessional Reading – The Augsburg Confession
The Augsburg Confession, presented to the secular government on June 25, 1530,
is the first great statement-of-faith of the Lutherans against the errors of the
Medieval Church. It was written by Philip Melanchthon, Luther’s friend and fellow
professor at Wittenberg.
Because prayer truly is an act of worship, we must pray to God alone.

Augsburg Confession, Article XXI: Worship of Saints
It is also taught among us that saints should be kept in remembrance
so that our faith may be strengthened when we see what grace they
received and how they were sustained by faith. Moreover, their good
works are to be an example for us, each of us in his own calling . . .
However, it cannot be proved from the Scriptures that we are to
invoke saints or seek help from them. “For there is one mediator
between God and men, Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5), who is the only
savior, the only high priest, advocate, and intercessor before God
(Rom. 8:34). He alone has promised to hear our prayers. Moreover,
according to the Scriptures, the highest form of divine service is
sincerely to seek and call upon this same Jesus Christ in every time
of need. “If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken by the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn of the Day
#385: Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Sermon:

Grow in the vine!
Gospel Lesson – John 15:1-8

1“I

am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch
in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you
are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am
the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him,
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.
6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.”

Offertory Hymn
#377: Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (v. 6-10)

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Confirmation
M:
Dear sister in Christ, our Lord Jesus said to his disciples: “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore,
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you
always, to the very end of the age.”
In obedience to the Lord’s command, you have been baptized
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. You
have been taught the precious truths of the Christian faith as
confessed by the Evangelical Lutheran Church. You know what God
has given you by his grace and what he expects of you as his dear
child. You now have the privilege of receiving the Lord’s body and
blood in the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
You are here to make a public profession of your Christian
faith. The apostle Paul, writing to the Romans, said: “If you confess
with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’ and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you
confess and are saved. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.”
Therefore, lift up your heart to the God of all grace and joyfully
answer these questions.
Do you this day, in the presence of God and of this congregation,
acknowledge that in Baptism, God gave you forgiveness of sins, life,
and salvation?
Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises?
Do you believe in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit?
Do you believe all the books of the Bible to be the inspired Word of
God?
Do you believe that the teaching of the Evangelical Lutheran Church,
as you have learned to know it from Luther’s Small Catechism, is
faithful and true to the Word of God?
Do you intend to continue steadfast in this teaching and to endure all
things, even death, rather than fall away from it?
Do you intend faithfully to conform all your life to the teachings of
God’s Word, to be faithful in the use of the Word and sacrament, and

in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
as long as you live?
M:
Since it is God alone who enables us both to will and to do his
good pleasure, it is right for us, dear friends in Christ, to call on him
for this confirmand, that he would graciously complete the good work
which he has begun in her. Let us, therefore, bow our heads and
pray.

Prayer
M:
Gracious Father, you have adopted this sister in Baptism and
anointed her with your Holy Spirit. Renew and strengthen her by that
same Spirit so that she may continue to grow in faith and boldly
confess you before others. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
M:
Move her to faithfully hear your Holy Word and joyfully receive
your Sacrament that she may again and again be assured of your
gracious love and forgiveness. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
M:
Give her the sincere desire to die each day to sin and put on
the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and
holiness. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
M:
Clothe her with the kindness, humility, and patience of Christ
so that she may live at peace with all the members of Christ’s body.
Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
M:
Protect her from the powers of evil, and give her the weapons
to fight against the devil. Lord, in your mercy,
C:
Hear our prayer.
M:
Keep her faithful and holy so that she may inherit eternal life,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C:
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
M:
Aubrey Ebert, may the Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, renew
and increase in you the gift of the Holy Spirit, to the strengthening of your
faith, to your growth in grace, to your patience in suffering, and to the
blessed hope of eternal life.

“By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit
entrusted to you” (2 Timothy 1:14).
M:
Your church now invites you to receive the Sacrament of the
Lord’s body and blood. Accept this invitation with deep reverence and
holy joy. Regard your communing at the Lord’s Table as a precious
privilege given you by God through his Church; receive this Sacrament
thankfully and often. The almighty and most merciful God—Father, Son,
† and Holy Spirit—bless and keep you.

Hymn
#597: May God the Father of Our Lord

The Sacrament
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
C:

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is good and right so to do.

M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially
for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the true Passover Lamb,
who by his sacrifice took away the sins of the world and by his
resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints
on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join
their glorious song:

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymns
#313: Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
#317: O Lord, We Praise You

Thanksgiving
Nunc Dimittis

M:
C:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.

M:
We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
with this holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our
faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Benediction
M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
#203: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

