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Order of Service  –  The Common Service (p. 15) 
 

Opening Hymn 
#188: Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid 

(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



 

Prayer of the Day 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
 O God, protector of all the faithful, you alone make strong; you 
alone make holy.  Show us your mercy and forgive our sins day by 
day.  Guide us through our earthly lives that we do not lose the things 
you have prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 

Old Testament Lesson – Ezekiel 17:22-24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: “I myself will take a sprig from the lofty 
top of the cedar and will set it out. I will break off from the topmost of 
its young twigs a tender one, and I myself will plant it on a high and 
lofty mountain.  23On the mountain height of Israel will I plant it, that 
it may bear branches and produce fruit and become a noble cedar. 
And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its branches 
birds of every sort will nest.  24And all the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the LORD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low 
tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I am the 
LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it.” 

 

Psalm 92 (p. 101) 
 

Epistle Lesson – 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
1For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.  2For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our 
heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be found 
naked.  4For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being 
burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  



5He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given 
us the Spirit as a guarantee.  6So we are always of good courage. 
We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord, 7for we walk by faith, not by sight.  8Yes, we are of good 
courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home 
with the Lord.  9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our 
aim to please him.  10For we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he 
has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 

Confessional Reading   –   The Large Catechism 
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the 
faith in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to 
teach the Christian faith today! 

To have a “god” is to have something in first place in one’s heart. God’s blessings 
only come to us through worshiping him—the Triune God—alone. Salvation and 
eternal comfort do not come from any other source. 

Large Catechism, I: The First Commandment 
“You shall have no other gods” . . . Let everyone, then, take care to 
magnify and exalt this commandment above all things and not make 
light of it. Search and examine your own heart thoroughly and you 
will find whether or not it clings to God alone. Do you have the kind 
of heart that expects from him nothing but good, especially in distress 
and want, and renounces and forsakes all that is not God? Then you 
have the one true God. On the contrary, does your heart cling to 
something else, from which it hopes to receive more good and help 
than from God, and does it flee not to him but from him when things 
go wrong? Then you have an idol, another god. Consequently, in 
order to show that God will not have this commandment taken lightly 
but will strictly watch over it, he has attached to it, first, a terrible 
threat and, then, a beautiful, comforting promise. These should be 
thoroughly stressed and impressed upon young people so that they 
may take them to heart and remember them. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 



us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 
fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken by the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and 
apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#417: I’m But a Stranger Here 
 

Sermon: 

The Lord exalts the humble. 
 

Gospel Lesson – Mark 4:26-34 
26And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter 
seed on the ground.  27He sleeps and rises night and day, and the 
seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.  28The earth produces 
by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear.  
29But when the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because 
the harvest has come.”  30And he said, “With what can we compare 
the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it?  31It is like a 

grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on earth, 32yet when it is sown it grows up 
and becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large 
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”  
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were 
able to hear it.  34He did not speak to them without a parable, but 
privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 
 
 
 



Offertory 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 



 The Sacrament 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever 
two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 
shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song: 

Sanctus 



Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

Distribution 

At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our 

fellowship may come forward.  If you are not yet a member of our fellowship 

or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after 

the service.  We would like to give you more information about our church 

before asking you to commune with us.  Thank you for respecting our 

teaching and practice. 



Distribution Hymn 

#311: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 

Thanksgiving 

 

Nunc Dimittis 
M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
with this holy supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 

#318: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 

 



 



Announcements 
Night at the Woodchucks 

Mark your calendars and plan to join with our area WELS 
congregations for a Woodchucks game on Tuesday, July 10. The gate 
opens at 5:00 PM and the game starts at 6:00 PM. Cost is $12.00 per 
person which covers your ticket, a Woodchucks cap, a hot dog or 
brat, and a fountain soda (Pepsi products). 

Please call Carol Smith at 715-432-6442 to reserve your seat and send 
your payment to: 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church Attn: Carol Smith. 
703 Flieth St 
Wausau WI 54401 

Those attending the OWLS meeting on June 12 can make their 
payment at that time. See you at the ballgame! 

OWLS 
Woo-hoo, we’re going on a field trip! Our meeting will be at St. Paul’s, 
Naugart on Tues., June 12 at 1:30 PM (directions are below). We will 
learn about the history of the WELS church in our area, specifically 
about the circuit pastors before any of our churches were established. 
We will also visit the Pomeranian History Center. If you are not an 
OWLS member, please feel free to join us and see what our group is 
all about. 

St. Paul’s, Naugart is located at the corner of Naugart Drive and Berlin 
Lane in Athens, WI 54411. Take Hwy K north of Wausau to Hwy A, 
turn left/west to Hwy O, turn right/north to Naugart Drive, continue 
to Berlin Lane. (about a half hour drive). If you’d like to car pool, talk 
to an OWLS member. 

Lifetouch Church Directory 
We need a number of volunteers to help with our church directory 
picture day.  Please consider signing up for one of the available 
volunteer positions.  Thank you! 


