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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost    –    September 2nd, 2018 
 

 

Order of Service  –  The Common Service (p. 15) 
 

Opening Hymn – #192: God the Father, Be Our Stay 
(Verses 2 and 3 begin “Jesus Christ, oh, be our stay . . . ” and, “Holy Spirit, be our stay . . . ”) 

(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Kyrie 

2001 Jackson Street Pastor Luke John Willitz 
Mosinee, WI 54455 (321) 465-2077 
(715) 693-2910 ilcmosinee@gmail.com 

www.ilcmosinee.com 



M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



Prayer of the Day 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
 O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers 
with your never-failing mercy.  Help us avoid whatever is wicked and 
harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our salvation; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson – Deuteronomy 4:1-2,6-9 
1“And now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the rules that I am teaching 

you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and take possession of the 

land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, is giving you.  2You shall not 

add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep 

the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you . . . 6Keep 

them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in 

the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 

‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’'  7For what 

great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is to 

us, whenever we call upon him?  8And what great nation is there, that has 

statutes and rules so righteous as all this law that I set before you today?  
9Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that 

your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of 

your life. Make them known to your children and your children's children.” 

 

Psalm 119c (p. 111) 
 

Epistle Lesson – James 1:17-27 
17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to 
change.  18Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.  19Know this, my beloved 



brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
anger; 20for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of 
God.   21Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your 
souls.  22But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves.  23For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 
like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror.  24For he looks 
at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like.  25But the 
one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being 
no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.  
26If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person's religion is worthless.  27Religion that is 
pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit orphans and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 

Confessional Reading   –   The Large Catechism 
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the faith 
in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to teach the 
Christian faith today! 

In praying to keep the name of God hallowed, or holy, among us, we are also praying 
that God condemn all false teachers. 

Large Catechism, III: The First Petition 
“Hallowed be thy name.”…So you see that in this petition we pray for 
exactly the same thing that God demands in the Second Commandment: 
that his name should not be taken in vain by swearing, cursing, deceiving, 
etc., but used rightly to the praise and glory of God . . . This petition, then, 
is simple and clear as soon as we understand the language, namely, that 
“to hallow” means the same as in our idiom “to praise, extol, and honor” in 
word and deed. See, then, what a great need there is for this kind of prayer!  
Since we see that the world is full of sects and false teachers, all of whom 
wear the holy name as a cloak and warrant for their devilish doctrine, we 
ought constantly to cry out against all who preach and believe falsely and 
against those who attack and persecute our Gospel and pure doctrine and 
try to suppress it, as the bishops, tyrants, fanatics, and others do. Likewise, 
this petition is for ourselves who have the Word of God but are ungrateful 
for it and fail to live according to it as we ought. 

 

Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 



salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#205: O Lord, Look Down from Heaven 
 

Sermon: 

Jesus exposes empty lip service! 
I. by breaking non-biblical pietistic tradition. 

II. by lifting the lid on the natural heart. 
III. by doing what tradition can’t do. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 
 

 

 

1Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who 

had come from Jerusalem, 2they saw that some of his disciples ate with 

hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed.  3(For the Pharisees and all the 

Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, holding to the 

tradition of the elders, 4and when they come from the marketplace, they do 

not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they 

observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and 

dining couches.)  5And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do 

your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 

defiled hands?”  6And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you 

hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their 

heart is far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 



commandments of men.’  8You leave the commandment of God and hold 

to the tradition of men” . . . 14And he called the people to him again and said 

to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: 15There is nothing outside a 

person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out 

of a person are what defile him . . . 21For from within, out of the heart of 

man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 
22coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, 

foolishness.  23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a 

person.” 

 

 

 

Offertory 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel obligated to give an 

offering.  We understand that you may want to know more about our ministry before 

supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship register located in 

your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 



Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

The Sacrament 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever 
two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 
shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory.  Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 
join their glorious song:  

 

Sanctus  



 
Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Agnus Dei 



Distribution 

At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our 

fellowship may come forward.  If you are not yet a member of our fellowship 

or if you are unsure what this means, please refrain from communion today 

and contact Pastor Willitz to discuss communing in the future.  We would 

like to give you more information about our church before asking you to 

commune with us.  Thank you for respecting our teaching and practice. 

Distribution Hymns 

#314: O Living Bread from Heaven 
#471: Renew Me, O Eternal Light 

#459: O God, My Faithful God 

Thanksgiving 
 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
with this holy supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 



Benediction 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 

#204: O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word 
 

Announcements 
Lifetouch Church Directory 

We still need a few volunteers to help with our church directory picture day.  
Please consider signing up for one of the available volunteer positions.  Thank 
you! 

Financial Peace University 
Do you struggle with finances?  Enroll in Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
University.  A new class begins on Sunday, September 9, at Key to Life.  More 
information is posted on the bulletin board. 

Confirmation Class 
will resume on September 5 at 3:45 p.m. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
will resume on September 5 at 6 p.m. 

Sunday School and Bible Class 
will resume on September 9 at 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday School Teacher Meeting 
September 16 following worship 

Service Times 
Beginning on September 9 Sunday worship will begin at 8 a.m. and 10:15 
a.m. 
On the third Sunday of each month, worship will begin at 9 a.m. 

Piggly Wiggly Receipts 
When you shop at Piggly Wiggly, please save your receipt and bring it to 
church.  Piggly Wiggly will donate to our congregation a percentage of every 
purchase.  Thank you. 
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