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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

– September 30th, 2018

Order of Service – Matins (p. 45)
Opening Hymn
#579: Lift High the Cross
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Confession of Sins
M:
Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that
we have received at his hand, to set forth his most worthy praise, to
hear his holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others,
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let
us worship him! Let us kneel and bow down before him. Let us
confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by his
infinite grace and mercy.
C:
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and
desires of our hearts. We have offended against your holy law.
We have done those things which we should not have done, and
we have not done those things which we should have done.
Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according
to the promises you have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our
Lord. For his sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and
sober life, to the glory of your holy name.
M:
The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Venite

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things
direct and rule our hearts, for without your help we are unable to
please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Old Testament Lesson – Numbers 11:16, 24-29
the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy men of the
elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and
officers over them, and bring them to the tent of meeting, and let
them take their stand there with you.
24 So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD. And
he gathered seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them
around the tent. 25 Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke
to him, and took some of the Spirit that was on him and put it on the
seventy elders. And as soon as the Spirit rested on them, they
prophesied. But they did not continue doing it.
26 Now two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the
other named Medad, and the Spirit rested on them. They were
16 Then

among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, and
so they prophesied in the camp. 27 And a young man ran and told
Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28 And
Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of Moses from his youth, said,
“My lord Moses, stop them.” 29 But Moses said to him, “Are you
jealous for my sake? Would that all the LORD's people were prophets,
that the LORD would put his Spirit on them!”

Psalm 51b (p. 87)
Epistle Lesson – James 4:7-12
7 Submit

yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you doubleminded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will exalt you.11 Do not speak evil against one
another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges
his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you
judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is
only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy.
But who are you to judge your neighbor?

Confessional Reading – The Large Catechism
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the faith
in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to teach the
Christian faith today!
Because we sin much, we ask God to forgive much. We also pray that God strengthen
us as we forgive our neighbors just as Christ forgave us.

LARGE CATECHISM, III. THE FIFTH PETITION
“And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” For the flesh
in which we daily live is of such a nature that it does not trust and
believe God and is constantly aroused by evil desires and devices,
so that we sin daily in word and deed, in acts of commission and
omission. Thus our conscience becomes restless; it fears God’s
wrath and displeasure, and so it loses the comfort and confidence of
the Gospel. Therefore it is necessary constantly to turn to this petition
for the comfort that will restore our conscience... Meanwhile, a
necessary but comforting clause is added, “as we forgive our
debtors.” God has promised us assurance that everything is forgiven
and pardoned, yet on the condition that we also forgive our neighbor.
Inasmuch as we sin greatly against God everyday and yet he

forgives it all through grace, we must always forgive our neighbor
who does us harm, violence, and injustice, bears malice toward us,
etc. If you do not forgive, do not think that God forgives you. But if
you forgive, you have the comfort and assurance that you are
forgiven in heaven.

Gospel Lesson – Mark 9:38-50
38 John

said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons
in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following
us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty
work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to you,
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to
Christ will by no means lose his reward.
42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,
it would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his
neck and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes
you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with
two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than
with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to
sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will
be salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness,
how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.”

Hymn of the Day
#544: Preach You the Word

Sermon

Successful Ministry
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5
And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you
the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling,

4 and

my speech and my message were not in plausible words of
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

Te Deum

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Kyrie

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

Prayer for Grace
M:
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting
God, you have brought us safely to this new day. Defend us
with your mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall
into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct
us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son,
our Lord.
C:
Amen.

Blessing

Closing Hymn - #752: In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my all in all,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone—who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones he came to save.
Till on that cross, as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied;
For every sin on him was laid.
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground his body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain;
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave he rose again!
And as he stands in victory,
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am his and he is mine—
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from his hand;
Till he returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

Announcements
Lifetouch Church Directory
Sign up for your photography session today before or after the service!

Ladies Aid
The October Ladies Aid meeting is Tuesday, October 2, 2018 from 6:30
to 8:00 PM. All ILC ladies are welcome.

NLHS 40th Anniversary Service
God has blessed Northland Lutheran High School with 40 years of his
amazing grace. We invite you to celebrate with us during a special service
on October 14 at 3:00 p.m.

Elders Meeting
The Elders meet on Tuesday, October 16. 2018 from 6-8 PM.

Meditations
There is a free will basket offering after both services today to help defray
the cost of the quarterly Meditation books.

A/V Drive
The voters of our congregation have approved several equipment
upgrades to enhance our worship.








Organ – You may have noticed that our current organ regularly cuts
out during worship. We are replacing it with a newer, gently used
organ. Along with the organ we will have better speakers installed
for a more-even distribution of sound throughout the sanctuary. The
newer organ also will enhance the sound of our HymnSoft music.
Vocal Audio System – Our current vocal audio speakers are built into
the walls and sometimes give off a subtle hum. We are replacing the
speakers and purchasing an additional wireless microphone.
Video Camera and Streaming System – We used to use cell phones to
post sermon videos on Facebook, but the video quality was not great.
We are purchasing a high-quality camera to be mounted on the back
wall. The primary purpose of the camera will be to record our
weekly sermons and to have them live-streamed online. The videos
will remain available on our website and YouTube channel to be
viewed any time. The camera also will give us the ability to record
other special events (baptisms, weddings, Sunday school programs,
etc.).
Presentation Monitors – We are having 75-inch television screens
mounted on the walls where the hymn boards used to hang. These
will be useful for displaying pictures and maps, parts of the liturgy,
hymns, and videos (WELS Connection, etc.).

The total cost of all these upgrades comes to $40,200. We have received
a generous donation toward the organ in the amount of $15,000. This brings
the remaining balance to $25,200.
From now until October 20 we are welcoming any special donations
toward the new equipment. If you would like to help, please label your
donation with your envelope number and “A/V Equipment.” Donations
may be placed in the offering plate or in the “Treasurer” mailbox. Any
amount will be appreciated.
Finally, in your personal prayers please say a prayer of thanksgiving for
how richly the Lord continues to bless our congregation physically and
spiritually and pray that the name of the Lord will be glorified through our
new equipment.

