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Reformation Sunday              –              November 4th, 2018 
 

 

Order of Service  –  The Common Service (p. 15) 
 

Opening Hymn – #202: If God Had Not Been on Our Side 

(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



 
Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. 
 Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy 
Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your Word, 
protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all 
their enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
 

Psalm 46 (p. 84) 
 

Epistle Lesson – Revelation 14:6-7 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and 
tribe and language and people.  7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, 
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.” 
 

Confessional Reading   –   The Formula of Concord 
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one 
banner.  Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several 
“parties” formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine, 
but others wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure 
Lutherans and the chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document 
defending the doctrine of the Bible against the false teachings of other church 
bodies. 

God intends his inspired Scriptures to offer us the hope and peace of salvation 
through Christ alone. 



Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration XI: 
The Word Is Inspired 
We must oppose such false imagining and thoughts with the 
following clear, certain, and unfailing foundation: All Scripture, 
inspired by God, should minister not to security and impenitence but 
“to reproof, correction, and improvement” (2 Tim. 3:16). Furthermore, 
everything in the Word of God is written down for us, not for the 
purpose of thereby driving us to despair but in order that “by 
steadfastness, by the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 
have hope” (Rom. 15:4). From this it is beyond all doubt that the true 
understanding or the right use of the teaching of God’s eternal 
foreknowledge will in no way cause or support either impenitence or 
despair. So, too, Scripture presents this doctrine in no other way than 
to direct us thereby to the Word (Eph. 1:13, 14; 1 Cor. 1:21, 30, 31), 
to admonish us to repent (2 Tim. 3:16), to urge us to godliness (Eph. 
1:15ff.; John 15:16, 17, 3, 4, 10, 12), to strengthen our faith and to 
assure us of our salvation (Eph. 1:9, 13, 14; John 10:27–30; 2 Thess. 
2:13–15). 

 

Gospel Lesson – Mark 13:5-11 
 
 

 

 

5And Jesus began to say to them, “See that no one leads you astray.  
6Many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and they will lead 
many astray.  7And when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do 
not be alarmed. This must take place, but the end is not yet.  8For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. These 
are but the beginning of the birth pains.  9But be on your guard. For 
they will deliver you over to councils, and you will be beaten in 
synagogues, and you will stand before governors and kings for my 
sake, to bear witness before them.  10And the gospel must first be 
proclaimed to all nations.  11And when they bring you to trial and 
deliver you over, do not be anxious beforehand what you are to say, 
but say whatever is given you in that hour, for it is not you who speak, 
but the Holy Spirit. 
 

 
 



Nicene Creed 
C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 
Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake 
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#205: O Lord, Look Down from Heaven 
 

Sermon: 

Who is the Christ? 
 

Old Testament Lesson – Jeremiah 18:1-11 
1The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  2“Arise, and go 
down to the potter's house, and there I will let you hear my words.”  
3So I went down to the potter's house, and there he was working at 
his wheel.  4And the vessel he was making of clay was spoiled in the 
potter's hand, and he reworked it into another vessel, as it seemed 
good to the potter to do.  5Then the word of the LORD came to me: 
6“O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter has done? 
declares the LORD. Behold, like the clay in the potter's hand, so are 
you in my hand, O house of Israel.  7If at any time I declare 
concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and break down 
and destroy it, 8and if that nation, concerning which I have spoken, 



turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I intended to do to 
it.  9And if at any time I declare concerning a nation or a kingdom that 
I will build and plant it, 10and if it does evil in my sight, not listening to 
my voice, then I will relent of the good that I had intended to do to it.  
11Now, therefore, say to the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem: ‘Thus says the LORD, Behold, I am shaping disaster 
against you and devising a plan against you. Return, every one from 
his evil way, and amend your ways and your deeds.’ 

 

Offertory Hymn 

#203: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 

more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
M: Almighty and eternal God, when the time had fully come, you sent 

your Son to take our place under the demands of the law and to 
endure the just punishment for our sins.  For our sake you accepted 
his sacrifice on the cross and raised him from death to glorious 
splendor. 

C: Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 

M: When the time had fully come, you bestowed your Spirit on your 
people as a testimony that you had called them to proclaim the 
gospel to every creature.  Equipped and encouraged, they carried 
the Word of salvation into all the world. 

C: The Lord reigns.  Let the earth be glad; let the distant shores 
rejoice. 

M: When the time had fully come, you raised up your servant Martin 
Luther to restore the pure and right teaching of the Scriptures to a 
troubled Church.  You renewed your people with the light of your 
love, and your holy church grew and prospered throughout the 
world. 

C: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 

M: When the time had fully come, you made our forefathers bold to 
take their stand on the truth of your Word.  You have blessed their 



sons and daughters and have enabled us to preserve and proclaim 
the saving gospel. 

C: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be 
known to all the world. 

M: Let this be a time, O Lord, when you renew us again by Word and 
sacrament, when you reform our hearts and minds, and when you 
restore to us the joy of fellowship and service.  Grant to us in this 
age and in this place the courage of the apostles, the steadfastness 
of the reformers, and the dedication of those who have gone before 
us. 

C: May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; 
may he never leave us nor forsake us. 

M: May this be a time, O Lord, for confession and repentance.  Forgive 
us for the apathy that harms our faith and hinders our works.  
Forgive us for boasting of our past achievements and for blaming 
others for our present problems.  Rid us of indifference to public 
worship and Bible study.  Destroy the distrust that plagues us, and 
shatter every thought and word that harms the unity of the Spirit and 
the bond of peace. 

C: Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits 
within us. 

M: May this be a time, O Lord, when we recommit and reconsecrate 
ourselves to the ministry of the gospel.  Let us find joy in our unity, 
zeal for our work, and success in our labor. 

C: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face 

shine on us, that his ways may be known on earth, his 

salvation among all nations.  Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 The Sacrament 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 



M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who preserves his Church to 
the end of time when he will come again as king to judge all people 
and take his own to glory.  Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 
song: 

Sanctus 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 



Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Agnus Dei 

Distribution 

At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our 

fellowship may come forward.  If you are not yet a member of our fellowship 

or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after 

the service.  We would like to give you more information about our church 

before asking you to commune with us.  Thank you for respecting our 

teaching and practice. 

Distribution Hymns 

#204: O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word 
#390: Salvation unto Us Has Come 

 



Thanksgiving 
 

Nunc Dimittis 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
with this holy supper.  We pray that through it you will strengthen our 
faith in you and increase our love for one another.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

 

Closing Hymn 

#200: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
 

 

 



Announcements 
Bible Sticks 
If you would like to donate a “Bible Stick” (audio Bible device) for our troops and 
their families, please speak with a Ladies Aid member. 

NLHS Open House 
Northland Lutheran High School will be having an open house for all families on 
the evening of November 7 from 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.  Join us to learn about the 
school and have any questions answered. 

Card Stamping/Making 
Ladies Aid invites you to join them on Tuesday, November 6, from 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
in the fellowship hall for crafting fun. Create a seasonal card or a card for a special 
occasion.  Crafting supplies and stamps will be available for your use. No 
experience is necessary. If you are a “stamper” feel free to bring in additional craft 
supplies and stamps, as well as your expertise.  Light snacks will be provided. Sign 
up on the bulletin board. 

Mountain of the Lord – “Giving Hands” 
Saturday, December 8th, 12-3 p.m.  

The event provides food, blankets and winter jackets to people in need.  If you 
would like to help fund this project, we are accepting donations through 
November 25th.  More information is available on the bulletin board. 

Circle of Joy Food Drive 
Please leave nonperishable food items under the mailboxes for our annual food 
drive.  In particular we could use pancake mix, syrup, macaroni and cheese, canned 
meat (not tuna), bottled juice, canned fruit, and cereal.  Contact Joy Peterson or 
Joyce Hintz for more details. 

Christian Estate Planning Seminar 
Wednesday, November 14, 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, November 18, 10:30 a.m. 

Is your estate planning far from complete?  Join us for some expert advice! 
Are you finished with your estate planning?  Join us to hear the seven most 
common mistakes made in estate planning (you may want to make a few last-
minute changes). 

Organization of WELS Lutheran Seniors (OWLS) 
At our November 13 meeting we will have the pleasure of learning about Ireland 
through the eyes of Pastor Willitz, who visited Ireland earlier this year. We will 
meet at Immanuel Lutheran in Mosinee at 1:30 p.m.  Come join us for this glimpse 
of Ireland.  Call Ruth at 715-241-8879 with any questions. 

Our Savior’s Advent by Candlelight – “An Evening with Isaiah” 
Monday, December 3, 6:30 p.m. at the Rothschild Pavilion 


