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First Sunday in Advent

–

December 2nd, 2018

Order of Service – The Common Service (p. 15)
Opening Hymn – #2: Savior of the Nations, Come
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

M:
C:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession of Sins
M:
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and
actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Kyrie

M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore,
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
M:

In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Prayer of the Day
M:
C:
M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your
strength and save us from the threatening dangers of our sins; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Psalm 25
M:

C:
M:

C:

M:

C:

M:

Of David.
you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, in you I trust;
let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over
me.
3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame;
they shall be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.
4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of
my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.
6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast
love, for they have been from of old. 7 Remember not the
sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to
your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of your
goodness, O LORD!
8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners
in the way. 9 He leads the humble in what is right, and
teaches the humble his way. 10 All the paths of
the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who
keep his covenant and his testimonies.
11 For your name's sake, O LORD, pardon my guilt, for it
is great. 12Who is the man who fears the LORD? Him will
he instruct in the way that he should choose. 13 His soul
shall abide in well-being, and his offspring shall inherit
the land.
14 The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, and
he makes known to them his covenant. 15 My eyes are ever
toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
1 To

C:

M:

C:

16 Turn

to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and
afflicted. 17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged; bring
me out of my distresses. 18 Consider my affliction and
my trouble, and forgive all my sins.
19 Consider how many are my foes, and with what violent
hatred they hate me. 20 Oh, guard my soul, and deliver me!
Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. 21 May
integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you.
22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.

Epistle Lesson – 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9For

what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy
that we feel for your sake before our God, 10as we pray most
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply
what is lacking in your faith? 11Now may our God and Father himself,
and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and may the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we
do for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in
holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus
with all his saints.

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one
banner. Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several
“parties” formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine,
but others wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure
Lutherans and the chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document
defending the doctrine of the Bible against the false teachings of other church
bodies.
As humans, we are powerless to save ourselves. We needed our God to take on
our flesh and to liberate us from death.

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration II: Free Will
Just as little as a person who is physically dead can by his own
powers prepare or accommodate himself to regain temporal life, so
little can a man who is spiritually dead, in sin, prepare or address
himself by his own power to obtain spiritual and heavenly
righteousness and life, unless the Son of God has liberated him from
the death of sin and made him alive.

Gospel Lesson – Luke 21:25-36

25“And

there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the
earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the
sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take
place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption
is drawing near.” 29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree,
and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for
yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom
of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass
away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will not pass away. 34But watch yourselves lest your
hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares
of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it
will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But
stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to
escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand
before the Son of Man.”

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became
fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Hymn of the Day
#417: I’m But a Stranger Here

Sermon:

Characters of the Bible: Lot
Old Testament Lesson – Genesis 19:15-17,23-29
morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your
wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be swept away
in the punishment of the city.” 16But he lingered. So the men seized
him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the LORD being
merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the
city. 17And as they brought them out, one said, “Escape for your
life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley. Escape to the
hills, lest you be swept away” . . . 23The sun had risen on the earth
when Lot came to Zoar. 24Then the LORD rained on Sodom and
Gomorrah sulfur and fire from the LORDout of heaven. 25And he
overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of
the cities, and what grew on the ground. 26But Lot's wife, behind him,
looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 27And Abraham went
early in the morning to the place where he had stood before
the LORD. 28And he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah and
toward all the land of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the
smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a furnace. 29So it was
that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered
Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow when he
overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived.
15As

Offertory

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
M:
C:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

M:
C:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

M:
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C:
It is good and right so to do.
M:
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared when he called people to repentance and pointed to Jesus
as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy
name and join their glorious song:

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:
C:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Thanksgiving
Nunc Dimittis

M:
C:

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
And his mercy endures forever.

M:
O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you
that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this
sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you
day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

Benediction
M:

C:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn
#1: The Advent of Our King

Announcements
Choir Rehearsals

Tuesday, December 11, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 18, 6:30 p.m.

Ladies Aid Christmas Party
Thursday, December 4, 5:30 p.m.
Hammer Down Bar

Advent by Candlelight
Wednesday, December 5, 6:30 p.m.
Please sign up if you would like to decorate a table or provide a dessert.

Advent Evening Worship

Wednesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19, 6:30 p.m.

NLHS Journey to Bethlehem

Northland Lutheran High School is sponsoring a Journey to Bethlehem on Saturday,
December 15, from 4:30-8:30 pm. Please rsvp for a time slot through our website,
nlhs.org.

OWLS Christmas Dinner

Our annual Christmas Dinner will be on Tuesday, December 11 at 12:00 noon at Our
Saviors, in the Fellowship Hall on the lower level. The menu is roast pork, meatballs
& gravy, parsley buttered red russet potatoes, and California mix vegetables. The cost
is $12.00 per person with reservations due by December 4. You do not need to be a
member to come, so join us for holiday fun and fellowship. Please bring a half dozen
cookies to share for dessert. Call Ruth at 715-241-8879 to make reservations.

Felt Needed

The ladies will be creating new banners. If you have any pieces or scraps of felt that
you are not using, please donate them for this project. Thank you.

Sunday School Christmas Service Rehearsal

On December 16 the Sunday school students will gather after the 9:00 a.m. service to
rehearse the Christmas program. Please bring your children.

Sunday Morning Bible Class
will not meet on December 16, 23, or 30. Bible class will resume on January 6.

December 30 Worship
On December 30 we will have one service at 9:00 a.m. Please disregard the times
printed on the December calendar.

