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Second Sunday in Advent

–

December 9th, 2018

Order of Service – Matins (p. 45)
Opening Hymn
#15: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Confession of Sins
M:
Dearly beloved! We have come together in the presence of
God our heavenly Father, to render thanks for the great benefits that
we have received at his hand, to set forth his most worthy praise, to
hear his holy Word, and to ask for ourselves and on behalf of others,
those things that are necessary for our life and salvation. O come, let
us worship him! Let us kneel and bow down before him. Let us
confess our sins with penitent hearts, and obtain forgiveness by his
infinite grace and mercy.
C:
Almighty and most merciful Father, we have strayed from
your ways like lost sheep. We have followed the devices and
desires of our hearts. We have offended against your holy law.
We have done those things which we should not have done, and
we have not done those things which we should have done.
Have mercy on us, O Lord! Spare us and restore us, according
to the promises you have declared to us in Jesus Christ, our
Lord. For his sake grant that we may live a godly, righteous, and
sober life, to the glory of your holy name.
M:
The almighty and merciful Lord has granted us pardon and
forgiveness of all our sins, grace for true repentance and amendment
of life, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only
Son. By his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light
on our path through the darkness of this world; through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:
Amen.

The Word
Old Testament Lesson – Malachi 3:1-4
1“Behold,

I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is coming,
says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming,
and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and
like fullers' soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he
will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they
will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old
and as in former years.”

Psalm 24 (p. 73)
Epistle Lesson – Philippians 1:3-11
3I

thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer
of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of
this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all,
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of
grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of

the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound
more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one
banner. Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several
“parties” formed within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine,
but others wanted to keep it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure
Lutherans and the chief editor of the Formula, an extremely detailed document
defending the doctrine of the Bible against the false teachings of other church
bodies.
God desires not the death of sinners, but their salvation. Therefore he promised
and sent Jesus to take our sins away.

Formula of Concord, Solid Declaration II: Free Will
It is not God’s will that anyone should be damned but that all men
should turn themselves to him and be saved forever. “As I live, I
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn
from his way and live” (Ezek. 33:11). “For God so loved the world
that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes on him should not
perish but have eternal life.” To this end, in his boundless kindness
and mercy, God provides for the public proclamation of his divine,
eternal law and the wonderful counsel concerning our redemption,
namely, the holy and only saving Gospel of his eternal Son, our only
Savior and Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

Hymn of the Day
#16: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry

Sermon:

Characters of the Bible: John the Baptist
Gospel Lesson – Luke 3:1-6
1In

the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,
the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

3And

he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the
book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made
low, and the crooked shall become straight, and the rough places shall
become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

Te Deum

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Prayer of the Church (p. 123)
Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Prayer for Grace
M:
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you
have brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power,
and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of
danger; and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.
C:
Amen.

Closing Hymn -

#11: Comfort, Comfort All My People

Announcements
Choir Rehearsals
Tuesday, December 11, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 18, 6:30 p.m.

Advent Evening Worship
Wednesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, December 19, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday School Christmas Service
Sunday, December 23, 9:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship
Tuesday, December 25, 9:00 a.m.

Felt Needed

The ladies will be creating new banners. If you have any pieces or scraps of
felt that you are not using, please donate them for this project. Thank you.

Sunday School Christmas Service Rehearsal
On December 16 the Sunday school students will gather after the 9:00 a.m.
service to rehearse the Christmas program. Please bring your children.

Sunday Morning Bible Class
will not meet on December 16, 23, or 30. Bible class will resume on January
6.

December 30 Worship

On December 30 we will have one service at 9:00 a.m. Please disregard the
times printed on the December calendar.

