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The Third Sunday in Advent

–

December 16th, 2018

Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26)
Opening Hymn
#552: By All Your Saints Still Striving (v. 1, 16, 3)
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.)

Minister:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

Confession of Sins
M:
God invites us to come into his presence and worship him
with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.
C:
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my
thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and
failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your
punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray:
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.
M:
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen.

Prayer and Praise
Kyrie
M:
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord.

M:
For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

M:
For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our
prayer, O Lord.

M:
Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by
your power and keep us in your tender care:

M:
The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name
is worthy of praise.

Prayer of the Day
M:

Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the
burden of our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your
birth, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for
you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

The Word
Old Testament Lesson – Micah 5:2-5
2But

you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the
clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in
labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the
people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of
the earth. 5And he shall be their peace.

Psalm 85 (p. 97)
Epistle Lesson – Hebrews 10:5-10
when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices
and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared
for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no
pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 8When he said above,
“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and
offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered
according to the law), 9then he added, “Behold, I have come to do
your will.” He does away with the first in order to establish the
second. 10And by that will we have been sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
5Consequently,

Confessional Reading – The Formula of Concord
The Formula of Concord (1577) was written to unify all Lutherans under one banner.
Luther’s death left a vacuum in the leadership of the church and several “parties” formed
within Lutheranism—some began to deny the Bible’s doctrine, but others wanted to keep
it pure. Martin Chemnitz was a leader of the pure Lutherans and the chief editor of the
Formula, an extremely detailed document defending the doctrine of the Bible against the
false teachings of other church bodies.

Jesus himself is the “Book of Life,” the very Word of God made flesh for our
salvation. Today, through his written word—the Bible—he plants saving faith in
our hearts.

Formula of Concord, Epitome, XI:
The Eternal Foreknowledge and Election of God
The Word of God, however, leads us to Christ, who is “the book of
life” in which all who are to be eternally saved are inscribed and

elected, as it is written, “He chose us in him before the foundation of
the world” (Eph. 1:4).
This Christ calls all sinners to himself and promises them
refreshment. He earnestly desires that all men should come to him
and let themselves be helped. To these he offers himself in his Word,
and it is his will that they hear the Word and do not stop their ears or
despise it. In addition he promises the power and operation of the
Holy Spirit and divine assistance for steadfastness and eternal life.

Hymn of the Day
#24: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Sermon:

Characters of the Bible: Mary
Gospel Lesson – Luke 1:39-55
39In

those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country,
to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the house of Zechariah and
greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary,
the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this
granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby
in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, 48for he has looked on the humble estate of his
servant. For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49for he who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his
name. 50And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to
generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 52he has brought down the
mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate; 53he
has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away
empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his
mercy, 55as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring
forever.”

Nicene Creed
C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the
Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.

Offering
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel
obligated to give an offering. We understand that you may want to know
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts. If, however,
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so.
During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship
register located in your pew.

Great O Antiphons of Advent
M:

O Emmanuel, our King and our Lord, the anointed of the
nations and their Savior, come and save us, O Lord our God.
Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

M:

O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High,
pervading and permeating all creation, mightily order all
things; come and teach us the way of prudence.
Oh, come, our Wisdom from on high,
who ordered all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

M:

O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel, who appeared to
Moses in the burning bush and gave him the law on Sinai,
come with an outstretched arm and redeem us.
Oh, come, oh, come, our Lord of might,
who to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times gave holy law,
in cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

M:

O Root of Jesse, standing as an ensign before the peoples,
before whom all kings are mute, to whom the nations will do
homage, come quickly to deliver us.
Oh, come, O Rod of Jesse’s stem.
From every foe deliver them
That trust your mighty pow’r to save:
Bring them in vict’ry through the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

M:

O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel, you open
and no one can close; you close and no one can open; come
and rescue the prisoners who are in darkness and the shadow
of death.
Oh, come, O Key of David, come,
and open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

M:

O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting, come and
enlighten those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

Oh, come, O Dayspring from on high,
and cheer us by your drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!
M:

O King of nations, the ruler they long for, the cornerstone for
uniting all people, come and save us all, whom you formed
out of clay.
Oh, come, Desire of nations, bind
in one the hearts of all mankind;
Oh, bid our sad divisions cease,
and be yourself the King of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!

Lord’s Prayer
C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

The Sacrament
M:

The Lord be with you.

M:

Lift up your hearts.

M:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

M:
Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.
Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death.
Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and
glory for ever and ever.

Sanctus

Words of Institution
M:
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it
to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” Then he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from

it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
M:

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

Distribution
At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our
fellowship may come forward. If you are not yet a member of our fellowship
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after
the service. We would like to give you more information about our church
before asking you to commune with us. Thank you for respecting our
teaching and practice.

Distribution Hymn:
O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
1.) O Lord, how shall I meet you, How wel-come you a-right?
Your peo-ple long to greet you, My Hope, my heart's De-light.
O Je-sus, let your Word be A lamp to light my way,
To show me how to please you, To guide me ev-'ry day.
2.) Your Zi-on strews be-fore you Green boughs and fair-est palms,
And I, too, will a-dore you With sweet-est songs and psalms.
My heart will bloom for-ev-er For you with prais-es new,
And from your name shall nev-er With-hold the hon-or due.

3.) What have you left un-grant-ed To give me glad re-lief?
When soul and bod-y pant-ed In ut-most depth of grief,
In deep-est deg-ra-da-tion, De-void of joy and peace,
Then, you, my soul's sal-va-tion, Did come to bring re-lease
4.) I lay in fet-ters groan-ing, You come to set me free;
I stood, my shame be-moan-ing, You come to hon-or me;
A glo-ry that you give me, A trea-sure safe on high,
That will not fail or leave me As earth-ly rich-es fly.
5.) Love caused your in-car-na-tion; Love brought you down to me.
Your thirst for my sal-va-tion Pro-cured my lib-er-ty.
Oh, love be-yond all tell-ing That led you to em-brace
In love, all love ex-cel-ling, Our lost and fall-en race!
6.) Re-joice, then, you sad-heart-ed, Who sit in deep-est gloom,
Who mourn o'er joys de-part-ed And trem-ble at your doom.
De-spair not; he is near you, He's stand-ing at the door
Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.
7.) No care nor eff-ort eith-er Is need-ed day or night,
How you may draw him clos-er In your own strength and might.
He comes, he comes with glad-ness, Moved by his love a-lone,
To calm your fear and sad-ness, To him they well are known.

8.) Sin's debt, that fear-ful bur-den, Let not your souls dis-tress;
Your guilt the Lord will par-don And cov-er by his grace.
He comes, for you pro-cur-ing The peace of sin for-giv'n,
His chil-dren thus se-cur-ing A her-i-tage in heav'n.
9.) Why should the wick-ed move you? Heed not their craft and spite!
Your Savior who does love you Will scat-ter all their might.
He comes, a King most glo-rious, And all his earthly foes
In vain his course vic-to-rious En-deav-or to op-pose.
10.) He comes to judge the na-tions, A ter-ror to his foes,
A light of con-so-la-tions, And bless-ed hope to those
Who love the Lord's ap-pear-ing. O glo-rious Sun, now come,
Send forth your beams most cheer-ing, And guide us safe-ly home!

Thanksgiving

M:
Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to
live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

M:
Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with
one another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

Closing Hymn
#28: Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

Announcements
Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday, Dec. 18, 6:30 p.m.

Advent Evening Worship

Wednesday, Dec. 19, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday School Christmas Service
Sunday, December 23, 9:00 a.m.

Christmas Eve Worship
Monday, December 14, 6:30 p.m.

Christmas Day Worship
Tuesday, December 25, 9:00 a.m.

December 30 Worship
On December 30 we will have one service at 9:00 a.m. Please disregard the
times printed on the December calendar.

Sunday Morning Bible Class will resume on January 6.
WELS Christmas Service on WSAW

WELS United in Central Wisconsin is sponsoring a Christmas service titled
“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love.” The service was recorded at St. Peter,
Schofield and will be broadcast on WSAW channel 7 at two different times:
On Christmas Eve, December 24, at 11:35 p.m. and on Christmas Day,
December 25, at 9:00 a.m. Along with the Christmas story, this service features
six short devotions on the name “Jesus,” as well as a number of choirs and
music ensembles from our area congregations and schools. Please help spread
the word to others about this special Christmas service.

Stephen Bautista Christmas Concert
Christian recording artist Stephen Bautista along with his daughter, Marissa
Renee, will be presenting their Christmas Concert, “A Wondrous Journey,” at
St. Matthew’s, Marathon next Saturday, December 22, at 6:30 p.m. All are
invited to attend. For a sample of his music, please visit his website at
www.stephenbautistamusic.com.
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