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Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#68: Away in a Manger 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us 
to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have 
disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his 
mercy. 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 
birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 
not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By 
the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he 
has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  
May God give you strength to live according to his will. 
C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord: 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, in mercy you sent your one and only Son to 
take upon himself our human nature. By his gracious coming 
deliver us from the corruption of our sin and transform us into the 
likeness of his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 



The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson – 1 Samuel 2:18-20,26 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy clothed with a 
linen ephod.  19And his mother used to make for him a little robe 
and take it to him each year when she went up with her husband 
to offer the yearly sacrifice.  20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and 
his wife, and say, “May the LORD give you children by this woman 
for the petition she asked of the LORD.” So then they would return 
to their home . . . 26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both 
in stature and in favor with the LORD and also with man. 

 

Psalm 111 (p. 106) 
 

Epistle Lesson – Hebrews 2:10-18 
10For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, 
in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their 
salvation perfect through suffering.  11For he who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is 
not ashamed to call them brothers, 12saying, “I will tell of your 
name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing 
your praise.”  13And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, 
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”  14Since therefore 
the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 
of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and deliver all 
those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.  
16For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring 
of Abraham.  17Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in 
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people.  18For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he 
is able to help those who are being tempted. 

 

Confessional Reading   –   The Large Catechism 
The Small and Large Catechisms (1529) were written by Luther to help teach the 
faith in a simple way for people of all ages. We still use Luther’s Catechisms to 
teach the Christian faith today! 

The boy born in Bethlehem’s barn is truly the “Lord” of all creation who takes the 
whole world’s sins away. 



Large Catechism: The Second Article 
Let this be the summary of this article, that the little word “Lord” 
simply means the same as Redeemer, that is, he who has brought 
us back from the devil to God, from death to life, from sin to 
righteousness, and now keeps us safe there. The remaining parts 
of this article simply serve to clarify and express how and by what 
means this redemption was accomplished—that is, how much it 
cost Christ and what he paid and risked in order to win us and 
bring us under his dominion. That is to say, he became man, 
conceived and born without sin, of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin, 
that he might become Lord over sin; moreover, he suffered, died, 
and was buried that he might make satisfaction for me and pay 
what I owed, not with silver and gold but with his own precious 
blood. All this in order to become my Lord. For he did none of 
these things for himself, nor had he any need of them. Afterward 
he rose again from the dead, swallowed up and devoured death, 
and finally ascended into heaven and assumed dominion at the 
right hand of the Father. The devil and all powers, therefore, must 
be subject to him and lie beneath his feet until finally, at the last 
day, he will completely divide and separate us from the wicked 
world, the devil, death, sin, etc. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 2:41-52 
41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of 
the Passover.  42And when he was twelve years old, they went up 
according to custom.  43And when the feast was ended, as they 
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 
parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group 
they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him 
among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they did not 
find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him.  46After 
three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 
teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  47And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers.  48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. 
And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? 
Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 
distress.”  49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? 
Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?”  50And 
they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them.  51And 



he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was 
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things 
in her heart.  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and 
in favor with God and man. 

 

 

 
 

Hymn of the Day 

#569: O Christ, Our True and Only Light 
 

Sermon: 

Jesus is our great Christmas light. 
 

Sermon Text – John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  2He was in the beginning with God.  3All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.  4In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John.  7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that 
all might believe through him.  8He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light.  9The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world.  10He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  
11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  14And 
the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 
his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

 
 
 
 
 



Apostles’ Creed 
C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended 
into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: On this holy day, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good 
news of great joy that a Savior has been born for us.  For 
fulfilling your prophecies and in the fullness of time sending 
your Son to be our Savior, we give you our heartfelt thanks 
and praise. 

C: Unto us a child is born!  Unto us a Son is given! 

M: What a great mystery of our faith this is: that God has become 
fully human for our salvation!  Even though he is the all-
powerful Lord of all, he is wrapped in strips of cloth and lying 
in a manger. 

C: Help us always believe that this precious child was born 
as our substitute to be our Savior. 

M: In the midst of our joy, we grieve for the many people in our 
world who do not know that Jesus has come to bring them 
forgiveness and healing.  As the shepherds spread abroad the 
good news of the birth of the Savior born for all the world, may 



we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday 
presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard 
concerning the child. 

C: Grant that the true peace between God and fallen 
mankind may comfort all people. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: As the angels sang out their praise, move us also to sing out 
our praise to you, today and every day, as the joy of Christmas 
remains in our hearts. 

C: Glory to God in the highest!  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect 
M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 
want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your 
Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 
holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 

#71: The Old Year Now Has Passed Away 


