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6th Sunday after the Epiphany              –              February 17th, 2019 
 

 

Order of Service – 
Service of Word and Sacrament (p. 26) 

 

Opening Hymn 

#283: Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
Congregation: And also with you. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him 
with humble and penitent hearts.  Therefore, let us 
acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by 
nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your 
punishment both now and in eternity.  But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: 
Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and 
has given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
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Prayer and Praise 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all 
your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us 
from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the 
assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
C: Christ, have mercy. 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and 
for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our 
prayer, O Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy. 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by 
your power and keep us in your tender care: 
C: Amen. 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name 
is worthy of praise. 



 

Prayer of the Day 
M: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people. 
Grant them the wisdom to know the things that please you and 
the grace and power always to accomplish them; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

 



The Word 
 

Old Testament Lesson — Jeremiah 17:5-8 
5Thus says the LORD: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and 
makes flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from 
the LORD. 
6He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good 
come. He shall dwell in the parched places of the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land. 
7Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose trust is 
the LORD. 
8He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by 
the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves 
remain green, and is not anxious in the year of drought, for it 
does not cease to bear fruit.” 

 

Psalm 1 (p. 64) 
 

Epistle Lesson — 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can 
some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  13But 
if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has 
been raised.  14And if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.  15We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about 
God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that 
the dead are not raised.  16For if the dead are not raised, not 
even Christ has been raised.  17And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  18Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19If 
in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most 
to be pitied.  20But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 

Verse of the Day (John 6:68) 
M: Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words 

of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 

 



 

Hymn of the Day 

#403: I Know My Faith Is Founded 
 

Sermon: 
Characters of the Bible: Disciples of Jesus 

 

Gospel Lesson — Luke 6:17-26 
17And he came down with them and stood on a level place, 
with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of 
people from all Judea and Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre 
and Sidon, 18who came to hear him and to be healed of their 
diseases. And those who were troubled with unclean spirits 
were cured.  19And all the crowd sought to touch him, for power 
came out from him and healed them all.  20And he lifted up his 
eyes on his disciples, and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God.  21Blessed are you who are 
hungry now, for you shall be satisfied. Blessed are you who 
weep now, for you shall laugh.  22Blessed are you when people 
hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn 
your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man!  23Rejoice in 
that day, and leap for joy, for behold, your reward is great in 
heaven; for so their fathers did to the prophets.  24But woe to 
you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.  



25Woe to you who are full now, for you shall be hungry. Woe 
to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.  26Woe to 
you, when all people speak well of you, for so their fathers did 
to the false prophets. 

 

 

 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 
fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 
Offering 

If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 

more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 

you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 

 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 

register located in your pew. 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Sacrament 

M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
In love he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. 

In the past he spoke to us through the prophets, but in these 
last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the radiance 
of his glory. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom 
of our God and the authority of his Christ.  To him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 
glory for ever and ever. 
 

Sanctus  



Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 



 
Distribution 

At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our 

fellowship may come forward.  If you are not yet a member of our fellowship 

or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after 

the service.  We would like to give you more information about our church 

before asking you to commune with us.  Thank you for respecting our 

teaching and practice. 

 

Distribution Hymns: 

#421: All Depends on Our Possessing 
#379: Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound 

 

Thanksgiving 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which 
have praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the 
eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 
coming again, and that all who have received in his true body 
and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to 



live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with 
one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn 

#434: Lord, You I Love with All My Heart 
 

Announcements 
Choir Rehearsal   Tuesday, February 19, 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
We continue our study on the subject of church fellowship. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
At 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings we continue The Fire and the Staff. 

Sunday School Teacher Meeting Today, 10:30 a.m. 

Pine Car Derby    Today, 11:45 a.m. 

NLHS: Together We Shine 
Sunday, March 3, 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

Volunteers Needed to Run Service Display 
If you would be willing to help operate the display on the screens during services, 
please sign up on the bulletin board. 

Palm Branches 
Please return palms to church no later than Sunday, February 24.  Thank you! 

Lenten Suppers & Worship - March 6, 13, 20, & 27; April 3 & 10 
Please sign up on the appropriate day if you would like to help provide and serve 
one of the meals.  Each meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us at 6:30 p.m. on to meditate on the suffering and death of our Lord for our 
salvation. 



Ash Wednesday 
 

“I despise myself  and repent in dust and ashes” 
(Job 42:6). 

 
Throughout Scripture ashes serve both as a symbol of  

repentance and as a reminder of  human mortality.  As a healthy 
reminder of  these themes, our Ash Wednesday worship includes 
an ancient Christian ceremony called the imposition of  ashes.  
After we confess our sins, everyone will be invited to come 
forward and Pastor will apply ashes to our foreheads in the shape 
of  a cross.  While we encourage every baptized believer present to 
receive the sign of  ashes, participation in this symbolic ceremony 
is optional. 

 
Christian Worship: Occasional Services, a companion volume to 

our red hymnal, provides this informative explanation: 
“Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten 

journey with a reminder of  our mortality and a call to 
repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; 
Matthew 11:21).  The ancient practice of  imposing 
ashes on the foreheads of  the faithful gives Ash 
Wednesday its name.  The church father Tertullian (c. 
A.D. 160-215) writes of  the practice as a public 
expression of  repentance and of  our human frailty 
that stands in need of  Christ.  The ashes remind us 
forcefully of  our need for redeeming grace as they 
recall words from the rite for Christian burial: ‘ . . . 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust . . . ,’ words 
that will someday be spoken over us all.  The 
imposition of  ashes has never been an exclusively 
Roman Catholic practice and today is observed widely 
by Christians of  many traditions.” 
 
Feel free to speak to Pastor for more information about 

Ash Wednesday or about the imposition of  ashes. 


