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Order of Service – Service of the Word (p. 38) 
 

Opening Hymn 

#234: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

Minister: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love 
of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you. 

Congregation: And also with you. 
 

Confession of Sins 
M: Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded baptism when he said: 
“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of us are born 
into this world with a deep need for baptism. From our parents we 
inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 
in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took away 
our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptism he clothes us 
with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful 
nature need not control us any longer. We recall what baptism means 
for our daily lives as we speak these words: 
C: Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be 
drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, and that all its evil 
deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new 
person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness 
and purity forever. 

M: As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 
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C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful, and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, 
and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 

M: In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his 
promise, you have brought Matthias to be baptized. Jesus told 
us: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in 
baptism that God grants the new life of forgiveness, joy, and 
peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this 
gracious water of life washes away sin, delivers from death and 
the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe. 

M: Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart to mark 
you as a redeemed child of Christ. 

 Matthias Quintus Willitz, I baptize you in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven 
all your sins. By your baptism, you are born again and made a 
dear child of your Father in heaven. May God strengthen you to 
live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be 
with you. 

 

Exhortation 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who 
are baptized. Christian love therefore urges all of us, especially 
parents and sponsors, to assist in whatever manner possible so 
that Matthias may remain a child of God until death. If you are 
willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: Yes, as God 



gives me strength. 
C: Yes, as God gives me strength. 

M: Let us pray: 
Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of 
baptism by which you offer and grant the forgiveness of sins, 
life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptism as the robe of 
righteousness we are to wear all the days of our life. Look with 
special favor on Matthias and grant him a rich measure of your 
Spirit that he may grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing 
to carry out our responsibilities to those who have been 
baptized, so that all of us may finally come to the blessed joys 
of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Hymn – God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

God’s own child, I gladly say it: 
I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 
Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 
I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free 

Lasting to eternity! 

Sins, disturb my soul no longer; 
I am baptized into Christ. 

I have comfort even stronger: 
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 
Since my Baptism did release me 

In a dear forgiving flood, 
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

Satan, hear this proclamation: 
I am baptized into Christ. 

Drop your ugly accusation, 
I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 
All your might has come unraveled, 

And, against your tyranny, 
God my Lord unites with me! 



Death, you cannot end my gladness; 
I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 
To inherit Paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

Baptism has the strength divine 
To make life immortal mine. 

There is nothing worth comparing 
To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring; 
Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 
Still my soul continues praising: 

I am baptized into Christ; 

I’m a child of Paradise!: 
 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 
 Gracious Father, keep your family, the Church, always 
faithful to you, that we may lean on the hope of your promises and 
be strong in the power of your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

The Word 
 

Psalm 103 (p. 105) 
 

Epistle Lesson – 1 Corinthians 15:35-49 
35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind 
of body do they come?”  36You foolish person! What you sow does 
not come to life unless it dies. 37And what you sow is not the body 
that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other 
grain.  38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each 
kind of seed its own body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there 
is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and 
another for fish.  40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, 
but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the 



earthly is of another.  41There is one glory of the sun, and another 
glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs 
from star in glory.  42So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What 
is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  43It is sown 
in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised 
in power.  44It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45Thus it 
is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the last 
Adam became a life-giving spirit.  46But it is not the spiritual that is 
first but the natural, and then the spiritual.  47The first man was 
from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from 
heaven.  48As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of 
the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are 
of heaven.  49Just as we have borne the image of the man of 
dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven. 

 

Verse of the Day (Luke 6:36) 
M: Alleluia.  Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  Alleluia. 

 

Gospel Lesson – Luke 6:27-38 
27“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
abuse you.  29To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other 
also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold 
your tunic either.  30Give to everyone who begs from you, and from 
one who takes away your goods do not demand them 



back.  31And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to 
them.  32If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? 
For even sinners love those who love them.  33And if you do good 
to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same.  34And if you lend to those from whom you 
expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
sinners, to get back the same amount.  35But love your enemies, 
and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he 
is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.  36Be merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful.  37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; 
condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you 
will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap. For with the measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

 

 

 
 

Hymn of the Day 

#492: Son of God, Eternal Savior 
 

Sermon: 

Characters of the Bible: Joseph 
 

Old Testament Lesson – Genesis 45:3-8,15 
3And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence.  4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come 
near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your 
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.  5And now do not be 
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for 
God sent me before you to preserve life.  6For the famine has been 
in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in which 
there will be neither plowing nor harvest.  7And God sent me 
before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep 
alive for you many survivors.  8So it was not you who sent me 
here, but God . . . 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon 
them. After that his brothers talked with him. 



Apostles’ Creed 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 
descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Collect 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you 
want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 
your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, 
guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 



Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one 
another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

 

Closing Hymn 

#505: Love Is the Gracious Gift 

 
 

 
 



 
Announcements 

Choir Rehearsal   Tuesday, March 5, 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
We continue our study on the subject of church fellowship. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
At 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evenings we continue The Fire and the Staff. 

NLHS:  

Together We Shine Sunday, March 3, 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

Lent/Easter Concert Sunday, March 10, 3:00 p.m. 

Volunteers Needed to Run Service Display 
If you would be willing to help operate the display on the screens during 
services, please sign up on the bulletin board. 

Lenten Suppers & Worship - March 6, 13, 20, & 27; April 3 & 10 
Please sign up on the appropriate day if you would like to help provide and 
serve one of the meals.  Each meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us at 6:30 p.m. on to meditate on the suffering and death of our Lord for 
our salvation. 

Church Directory 
Directories are now available.  If you have not yet received a copy, you may 
request one from Pastor. 

 



Ash Wednesday 
 

òI despise myself  and repent in dust and ashesó 
(Job 42:6). 

 
Throughout Scripture ashes serve both as a symbol of  

repentance and as a reminder of  human mortality.  As a healthy 
reminder of  these themes, our Ash Wednesday worship includes 
an ancient Christian ceremony called the imposition of  ashes.  
After we confess our sins, everyone will be invited to come 
forward and Pastor will apply ashes to our foreheads in the shape 
of  a cross.  While we encourage every baptized believer present to 
receive the sign of  ashes, participation in this symbolic ceremony 
is optional. 

 
Christian Worship: Occasional Services, a companion volume to 

our red hymnal, provides this informative explanation: 
òAsh Wednesday begins the Christianõs Lenten 

journey with a reminder of  our mortality and a call to 
repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; 
Matthew 11:21).  The ancient practice of  imposing 
ashes on the foreheads of  the faithful gives Ash 
Wednesday its name.  The church father Tertullian (c. 
A.D. 160-215) writes of  the practice as a public 
expression of  repentance and of  our human frailty 
that stands in need of  Christ.  The ashes remind us 
forcefully of  our need for redeeming grace as they 
recall words from the rite for Christian burial: ô . . . 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust . . . ,õ words 
that will someday be spoken over us all.  The 
imposition of  ashes has never been an exclusively 
Roman Catholic practice and today is observed widely 
by Christians of  many traditions.ó 
 

Feel free to speak to Pastor for more information about Ash 
Wednesday or about the imposition of ashes. 
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