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The Transfiguration of Our Lord         –         March 3rd, 2019 
 

 

Order of Service  –  The Common Service (p. 15) 
 

Opening Hymn – #97: Down from the Mount of Glory 

(The congregation may rise for the final verse of the hymn.) 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Confession of Sins 
M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 
sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 
actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good.  
For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity.  
But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus 
Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Kyrie 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 
given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 



Prayer of the Day 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
M: Let us pray. 
 Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only 
Son, you revealed his glory on the holy mountain.  Grant that we who 
bear his cross on earth may behold by faith the light of his heavenly 
glory and so be changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

The Word 

Old Testament Lesson – Exodus 34:29-35 
29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of 
the testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, 
Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had 
been talking with God.  30Aaron and all the people of Israel saw 
Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid 
to come near him.  31But Moses called to them, and Aaron and all 
the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked 
with them.  32Afterward all the people of Israel came near, and he 
commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount 
Sinai.  33And when Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a 
veil over his face.  34Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to 
speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And 
when he came out and told the people of Israel what he was 
commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that 
the skin of Moses' face was shining. And Moses would put the veil 
over his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

 

Psalm 148 

M: 1Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise 
him in the heights! 

C: 2Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 
M: 3Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 



C: 4Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above 
the heavens! 

M: 5Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he commanded 
and they were created. 

C: 6And he established them forever and ever; he gave a 
decree, and it shall not pass away. 

M: 7Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and 
all deeps, 8fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling 
his word! 

C: 9Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 
10Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying 
birds! 

M: 11Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of 
the earth!  12Young men and maidens together, old men and 
children! 

C: 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name 
alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. 

M: 14He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his 
saints, for the people of Israel who are near to him. 

All: Praise the LORD! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 
forever.  Amen. 

 

Epistle Lesson – 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing.  4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds 
of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.  5For what we proclaim 
is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' sake.  6For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 

Verse of the Day (Mark 9:7) 

M: Alleluia.  A voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved 
Son; listen to him.”  Alleluia. 

 



Gospel Lesson – Luke 9:28-36 
 
 

 

 

28Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter 
and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray.  29And 
as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his 
clothing became dazzling white.  30And behold, two men were talking 
with him, Moses and Elijah, 31who appeared in glory and spoke of his 
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.  32Now 
Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when 
they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who 
stood with him.  33And as the men were parting from him, Peter said 
to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make three 
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not 
knowing what he said.  34As he was saying these things, a cloud 
came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered 
the cloud.  35And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my 
Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!”  36And when the voice had 
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one 
in those days anything of what they had seen. 
 

 
 
 

Nicene Creed 

C:  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
  We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 
fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 



will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 
his kingdom will have no end. 
  We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 

 

Hymn of the Day 

#96: Oh, Wondrous Type! Oh, Vision Fair 
 

Sermon: 

Characters of the Bible: Elijah 
 

Sermon Text – 2 Kings 2:1-12 
1Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal.  2And 
Elijah said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as 
far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.  3And 
the sons of the prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and 
said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your 
master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”  
4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent 
me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho.  5The sons of the 
prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, 
“Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master from 
over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.”  6Then 
Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to the 
Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So the two of them went on.  7Fifty men of the 
sons of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from 
them, as they both were standing by the Jordan.  8Then Elijah took 
his cloak and rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of them could go 
over on dry ground.  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 



“Ask what I shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha 
said, “Please let there be a double portion of your spirit on me.”  
10And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I 
am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, but if you do not see 
me, it shall not be so.”  11And as they still went on and talked, behold, 
chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.  12And Elisha saw it and 
he cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its 
horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

 

Offertory Hymn 

#95: How Good, Lord, to Be Here 

 

Offering 
If you are a guest visiting us this morning, please do not feel 

obligated to give an offering.  We understand that you may want to know 
more about our ministry before supporting it with your gifts.  If, however, 
you desire to give, you are welcome to do so. 
 During the gathering of the offering, please sign the friendship 
register located in your pew. 

 

Installation of the Church Council 
M: Dear friends in Christ, in Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ 
liberated you from sin and death and made you members of his 
body, the Church.  Through Word and sacrament you have been 
nurtured in faith.  You have now been selected for positions of 
service to our Lord on behalf of this congregation.  The Lord has 
entrusted you with an office which you are to carry out as his 
servants and according to his Word.  St. Paul wrote concerning 
service in the Church: “We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given us.  If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in 
proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, 
let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is 
contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is 
leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him 
do it cheerfully.” 

The Lord seeks faithfulness from all who serve, as Scripture says, 
“It is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 
faithful.”  The Lord does not seek from us what he has not given to 
us.  But when he does give a gift, his will is that we use it faithfully 
to his glory and for the benefit of his people. 



You are also, as servants of Jesus Christ and workers in this 
congregation, to set for your own families and the whole Church the 
example of Christian lives.  Make the Word of God your foundation 
and guide.  Search it daily for comfort and instruction. 

 

Promise 

M: So that the congregation may be assured of your willingness 
to serve, I ask you in the presence of God and this congregation: 

Will you diligently and faithfully carry out the office entrusted to you, 
according to the ability which God gives you?  If so, answer: “I will, 
and I ask God to help me.” 

 

Installation 

M: I now install you all as councilmen or council appointees of 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

May God grant you his Holy Spirit and give you wisdom and 
strength to carry out your duties to his glory and for the good of his 
people. 

 

Exhortation to the Congregation 

M: Members of Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church, I urge 
you to regard these fellow believers as servants of Jesus Christ and 
God’s gifts to his Church.  Pray for them, support them in their 
service, and help them so that through the gospel ministry of this 
congregation, more people will be reached for Christ and his 
kingdom. 
 

Prayer 

M: Let us pray. 

Merciful and gracious God, our lives are open before you, and you 
hear our promises.  We ask you to send your Holy Spirit into the 
hearts of your servants, that they may carry out their duties with 
diligence, boldness, and wisdom. 

Give them a spirit of devotion and prayer, that in every time of need 
they may present their requests to you.  Help them be examples of 
what is good, that by their lives they may build up your 
congregation and give the enemies of the Church no cause for 
complaint.  Make them a blessing to your believers, help them to 
work with their pastor and with one another, and grant that by their 
service the unity of this congregation be strengthened, your name 



be hallowed, your kingdom be enlarged, and your will be done, 
through Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 

M: Go, then, and give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 
The almighty and merciful God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit—bless and preserve you.  Go in peace. 

 
 

 

In the name of the congregation, we sincerely thank those 
members who in the past year have served the Lord and his Church 
in positions of leadership.  May the Lord our God graciously reward 
them for all they have done to his glory and for the benefit of his 
Church. 
 

 
 

Our 2019 Church Council 
 

President: 
Matt Sondelski 

Vice President: 
William Bandell 

Secretary: 
Mark Schroeder 

Treasurer: 
Peter Paul 

Financial Secretary: 
Doug Davis 

Education Coordinator: 
Dan Cihlar 

Outreach Coordinator: 
Ray Ficken 

Trustee Coordinator: 
Terry Landwehr

 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 The Sacrament 
M: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 
 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
C: It is good and right so to do. 
 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 
places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human 
being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.  
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Sanctus 

 



Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for 
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

Distribution 

At the direction of the ushers, the communicant members of our 
fellowship may come forward.  If you are not yet a member of our fellowship 
or if you are unsure what this means, please speak with Pastor Willitz after 
the service.  We would like to give you more information about our church 
before asking you to commune with us.  Thank you for respecting our 
teaching and practice. 

 



Distribution Hymns 

#256: How Great Thou Art 
#369: Beautiful Savior 

 

Thanksgiving 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
C: And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 
kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity.  We thank you 
that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our 
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you 
day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

 

Benediction 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Farewell to Alleluia 
M: M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, when we next gather for 

worship, it will be Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent.  On that day 
we will begin our solemn journey to the Savior’s cross.  While the joy 
of faith remains undiminished throughout the year, our rejoicing 
during Lent is muted and quiet.  For centuries, therefore, the 
Christian churches have omitted their most jubilant songs during this 
season, including the word alleluia, which means, “praise the Lord.”  
Now for a time we say farewell to alleluia. We do this to prepare 
ourselves for the quieter days of Lent.  The alleluias will return on 
Easter dawn as we gather to shout our praise to the risen Lord. 

 

Alleluia, Song of Triumph 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Announcements 
Choir Rehearsal   Tuesday, March 5, 6:00 p.m. 

Ladies Aid    Tuesday, March 5, 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday Morning Bible Class 
We continue our study on the subject of church fellowship. 

Wednesday Evening Bible Class 
Wednesday evening Bible study will resume after Easter. 

NLHS (see bulletin board for more information on each event): 

Together We Shine  Sunday, March 3, 12:00-3:00 p.m. 

Lent/Easter Concert Sunday, March 10, 3:00 p.m. 

Grade School Lock-In March 15-16 

Wisconsin River Valley OWLS 
For our March meeting we are traveling, at least in pictures and words, to Germany 
with Pastor Glenn Seefeldt from Grace, Ringle.  Pastor Seefeldt will share his 
experiences and the sites he visited including many sites of the Reformation.  Our 
meeting will be on Tuesday, March 12, at 1:30 p.m. at Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 
703 Flieth St., Wausau.  Please join us for this interesting and informative 
presentation. 
Questions: call Ruth at 715-241-8879. 

Usher Meeting   Sunday, March 17, 10:30 a.m. 

Volunteers Needed to Run Service Display 
If you would be willing to help operate the display on the screens during services, 
please sign up on the bulletin board. 

Lenten Suppers & Worship - March 6, 13, 20, & 27; April 3 & 10 
Please sign up on the appropriate day if you would like to help provide and serve one 
of the meals.  Each meal will begin at 5:30 p.m. 
Join us at 6:30 p.m. to meditate on the suffering and death of our Lord for our 
salvation. 

IMAGE 
Would you be willing to help our congregation expand our presence on social media?  
Please sign up on the bulletin board or contact Ray Ficken for more information. 

Church Directory 
Directories are now available.  If you have not yet received a copy, you may request 
one from Pastor. 



Ash Wednesday 
 

“I despise myself  and repent in dust and ashes” 
(Job 42:6). 

 
Throughout Scripture ashes serve both as a symbol of  

repentance and as a reminder of  human mortality.  As a healthy 
reminder of  these themes, our Ash Wednesday worship includes 
an ancient Christian ceremony called the imposition of  ashes.  
After we confess our sins, everyone will be invited to come 
forward and Pastor will apply ashes to our foreheads in the shape 
of  a cross.  While we encourage every baptized believer present to 
receive the sign of  ashes, participation in this symbolic ceremony 
is optional. 

 
Christian Worship: Occasional Services, a companion volume to 

our red hymnal, provides this informative explanation: 
“Ash Wednesday begins the Christian’s Lenten 

journey with a reminder of  our mortality and a call to 
repentance (Genesis 18:27; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; 
Matthew 11:21).  The ancient practice of  imposing 
ashes on the foreheads of  the faithful gives Ash 
Wednesday its name.  The church father Tertullian (c. 
A.D. 160-215) writes of  the practice as a public 
expression of  repentance and of  our human frailty 
that stands in need of  Christ.  The ashes remind us 
forcefully of  our need for redeeming grace as they 
recall words from the rite for Christian burial: ‘ . . . 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust . . . ,’ words 
that will someday be spoken over us all.  The 
imposition of  ashes has never been an exclusively 
Roman Catholic practice and today is observed widely 
by Christians of  many traditions.” 
 
Feel free to speak to Pastor for more information about Ash 

Wednesday or about the imposition of ashes. 


