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Confession & Absolution 

Recently we observed Pentecost, the day on which God poured out the Holy 

Spirit onto his church on earth.  The following week we celebrated Trinity Sunday, 

the day on which we focus our attention on the mystery of the Trinity—the truth 

that God is three distinct persons (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) in one divine being. 

Following Trinity Sunday we find ourselves in the post-Pentecost season.  The 

red paraments that decorate our altar, pulpit, and lectern on Pentecost and the 

white paraments of Trinity have been replaced with green.  The color green 

symbolizes new life and growth.  In this season after Pentecost we focus our 

attention on the growth of our faith in Jesus Christ.  This growth is not something 

that we are able to accomplish for ourselves, but it is a blessing that we receive in 

Christ, who truly is present with us in word and in sacrament. 

Confessing our sins and receiving forgiveness is a major part of our growth 

in Christ.  According to Martin Luther in his Small Catechism, “Baptizing with water 

means that the old Adam in us should, by daily contrition and repentance, be 

drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts; and that a new man daily come forth 

and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever.” 

All of us were born guilty and sinful, a condition we inherited from our guilty 

and sinful parents.  This condition has shown itself in our lives in sins of thought, of 

word, and of action.  In baptism God washed us of our sins and adopted us as his 

holy children for the sake of Christ.  While baptism is an infinite source of comfort 



 

and security, we are not in heaven yet.  Throughout this life the old Adam, our sinful 

flesh, never will give up his mission to lead us into sin and to strangle our faith. 

The old Adam is defeated only “by daily contrition and repentance.”  This is 

why between baptism and heaven, confession and absolution are vitally important 

to the Christian life.  In his first epistle John records this promise, “If we confess our 

sins, [God] is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness” (1:9). Through the pen of James, God also commands, “confess 

your sins to one another” (5:16).  The evening after his resurrection, Jesus said to 

his disciples, “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld” (John 20:23).  Not only has God commanded 

us to confess our sins to fellow human beings, but he also has given his church the 

authority to forgive sins and to withhold forgiveness. 

The church withholds forgiveness only from those who refuse to repent of 

their sins.  The church freely offers forgiveness to all who are penitent, sorry for 

their sins.  We confess our sins together during worship each week and receive 

absolution (or forgiveness) from the pastor.  Pastors are available to hear 

confession and to grant absolution also individually and privately.  (If at any time 

you would like to confess your sins privately, please contact Pastor Willitz to make 

an appointment.) 

The opportunity to confess our sins to one another and to receive absolution 

is a great gift of God.  Take comfort in the assurance that Jesus paid for all of your 

sins when he suffered and died on the cross.  Take comfort in the assurance that 

when your pastor forgives your sins, he forgives your sins with the full authority of 

Christ. 

 

 

Do you have news or an announcement to include in The Messenger? 

Please feel free to contact Joy Peterson (920-737-3147) with questions about the newsletter.  To make it 

more convenient to submit announcements, minutes, and articles for the newsletter, email your 

contributions to: ilcmosineesecretary@gmail.com 

Please have information submitted by the 20th of the month. 

 



 

 

 
ILC LADIES AID MEETING  

 May 7th, 2019 

The meeting started at 6:30pm with a devotional on Psalm 23:4 by Pastor Willitz. Fear no evil 

even though you walk through the shadow of death. Christ is our Good Shepard.  

We sang 3 birthday hymns in honor of Pastor Willitz, Barb Sondelski and Laurie Breitenfeldt.  

Pastor chose hymn 434 “Lord you I love with all my heart”. Barb chose hymn 411”What a 

Friend we have in Jesus”. Laurie chose hymn 562 “I Love to tell the story”. 

9 ladies were present for roll call and collection of dues was done by Barb Sondelski. 

The Secretary’s report was given by Nancy Smith and approved. 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Barb Sondelski and approved.  The Ladies Aid checking 

account has $611.07 and the Piggly Wiggly account has $4,418.63.  The Sunshine report was 

given and has $91.30. 

In correspondence:  the ladies signed a birthday card for Pastor Johnston who is our 

missionary through the Latin American Missions. 

We received a thank you card from Katie Wolfgramm for our prayers and support. Katie is our 

“Overseas Missionary Child” who is attending Milwaukee School of Engineering. 

In Old Business:  

     The Wisconsin River Valley Circuit Spring Rally was held in Marshfield at Trinity Lutheran on 

April 6, 2019.  Zack Vondelen gave a total update of the Vicars and Shelly Seifert spoke on 

Medical Missions.  

Duane Wilde’s funeral was in April and Hammer Down catered the meal after the service. The 

ladies Aid helped serve. 

Mother’s day flowers will be purchased at Charlie’s Hardware by Joy Peterson and will be 

passed out to the mothers of the congregation on May 12th. 

Father’s day is June 16th, and Barb Sondelski will purchase donuts that will be passed out to 

the fathers of the congregation. 



 

Sawyer Holtz and Ethan Sondelski were confirmed on April 28, 2019. The reception that was 

held between services was well attended by the congregation. 

During the month of April the Ladies Aid had the Baby Bottle set out for collections.  A total of 

$139.43 was donated, and the money was sent to “New Beginnings” which is a home for single 

mothers. 

In New Business:  

     Voting for World Mission Projects and Board of Directors was held.  The Home mission 

project chosen is:  Project #HM 2018-09: College Student and Campus Pastor Conferences. 

   The World Mission project chosen is:  Project #WM-2018-14: Chinese Outreach Project. 

The new treasurer will be Rebeca Jungwirht from St Mathew in Appleton, Wis. 

The new Spiritual Growth-Mission Awareness Coordinator will be Sophie Korte from Zion in 

Torrance, California.  

A video was presented on Academia Cristo, which is our new Home Mission. 

Our meeting ended with “The Our Father” and a table prayer. 

Dessert was served at 7:30 and Joy Peterson was the host server. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Smith, Secretary 

 

 

Plunge in to VBS 2019! At Splash Canyon VBS, your children learn God keeps His promises on life’s 

wild ride! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and explore five Bible accounts where our 

faithful God keeps His promises to be with us and gives us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior. 

Registration is open for Grades Pre-K through 5 who will attend VBS  August 5th to August 7th, 2019 

from 6 -8 PM. Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play 

awesome games, and more. Plus, learn that all God’s promises are Yes in Jesus! Can’t wait to see you 

there! Registration forms are located at the back of the church. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2019 

 

Attended: Pastor Willitz, Peter Paul, Matt Sondelski, Terry Landwehr, William Bandell, Doug 

Davis, Ray Ficken and Mark Schroeder. 

Absent: Dan Cihlar 

1. President Matt Sondelski called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

2. Pastor Willitz opened with a Prayer. 

3. Secretary Minutes:   A motion was made and seconded to approve the February 19th, 

2019 minutes. Motion carried. 

4. Pastor’s Report: Pastor provided a update of membership changes: Outgoing, Timothy 

Sondelski (released)  Duaine Wilde, Entered Church Triumphant 4/1/19..A motion was 

made and second to approve the releases/transfers. Motion Carried.  Pastor informed 

the visits for the month, Chapel at St. Peters, and BIC classes for the month and Lenten 

rotation.  We have 2 confirmands for examination and Confirmation on 4/28/19. The 

summer schedule will begin on Thursday, 5/23/19 @6:30 P.M. and 9:00 A.M. Sunday 

Morning. Pastor has requested the following Day’s off: 6/20, thru 6/ 23/19, 6/27 thru 

6/30/19 and 7/4 thru -7/7/19.   A motion was made and carried to approve Pastor’s 

report.     

5. Treasurer’s Report: Peter Paul presented the March 2019 Financials.   A motion was 

made to approve and was carried. 

Be part of Splash Canyon VBS! Life is 

full of thrills and spills! We don’t know 

what’s around the bend, but God does! 

At Splash Canyon VBS, God’s children of 

all ages learn the good news is God is 

with us and keeps His promises to us on 

life’s wild ride! As staff members for 

Splash Canyon VBS, you have fun and 

share the Splash Canyon message with 

the kids! If you can help full or part time, 

we have many ways to be involved to suit 

your schedule and interests. Contact Kim 

Schroeder or Dan Cihlar.   

ILC Volunteer Opportunities: 

Greeters, Lawn Mowers, Service Display 

Assistants, Youth Group Leader, and VBS 

Helpers 

If you are interested in helping by greeting or 

lawn mowing, please sign up or update the 

sign-up sheets on the bulletin board.   

ILC is looking for a leader or leaders for the 

Youth Group.  Please contact Pastor Willitz if 

interested.   

 

 



 

6. Financial Secretary Report: Doug informed the Council the he is working on the report 

for March 2019.  A motion was made and seconded to approve report.  Motion Carried. 

7. Elder Report:  At this time, we have started a new Elder Training Program. We will use 

Caring Elder and This we Believe books. We have 3 men in the training program. 

Hopefully by Dec. 2019 we will have the education in place for the new Elder’s.   A 

motion was made and carried to approve the Elder’s report.  

8. Trustee Report:    Terry informed the Congregation the following upcoming repair needs 

to our properties. Reseal and repair cracks in blacktop driveway, seeking bids, Replace 

concrete driveway approaches, seeking bids, repairs to lawnmower have been made by 

Bill’s service center, and the refrigerator has been donated.  Looking for volunteers for 

summer lawn mowing, and some tweaking in the new Screens and lighting.  A motion 

was made and seconded to approve the report. Motion carried. 

9. Education Report:  We discussed VBS approaching soon, the Children’s attendance has 

been good.   Motion made and seconded to approve report. Motion carried. 

10. Outreach Report: The Church’s Easter Egg hunt on 4/20/19, is set, the congregation filled 

6000 eggs on 4/07/19. A motion was made and seconded to approve report. Motion 

carried. 

11. Old Business:    

A) The secretary position has been filled by Jill Buelow.  

B) We discussed our 80Th anniversary, possible Mortgage Burning and NLHS 40th 

anniversary combine into one celebration possibly on 9/8/19. 

C)   Usher meeting took place 3/17/19.  Matt has provided list of duties for Usher’s for 

review/revise. 

12. New Business: 

A)  New Laptop for A.V System / Secretary   (approved in A.V. System Project) 

B)  Mission Festival October 20, 2019, 9:00 A.M.  

C) Trunk or treat   October 27,  2019   

D) Spring clean-up May 18th, 2019 8:00 A.M. 

E) Baby Grand piano discussion          

13. Close.   Lord’s Prayer:  A motion was made and seconded to adjourn.  Motion Carried.  

The meeting was closed with The Lord’s Prayer at 8:40 P.M 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mark Schroeder, Secretary



 

 

 

Usher/Greeter/Service Display & Altar Guild Schedule 

July/August 2019 

 

July 

Altar Guild: Donna Gliniecki/Faye Davis 

Date Time Usher Greeter Display 

7 9:00 Rodney Sparby 
Kyle and Vicki 

Olund Alexis Leder 

14 9:00 Matt Sondelski Deb Stocco Peter Paul 

21 9:00 Dean Peterson Barb Sondelski Angela Stephens 

28 9:00 Ray Ficken Jeff and Sue Feit Dan Cihlar 

     

     

August 

Altar Guild: Barb Sondelski/Joy Peterson 

Date Time Usher Greeter Display 

4 9:00 Jim Nechuta 
Paul and Lori 
Breitenfeldt Holden Stephens 

11 9:00 Paul Breitenfeldt Deb Osowski Ethan Sondelski 

18 9:00 Kyle Olund Donna Gliniecki Jacky Kirchner 

25 9:00 Peter Paul JoAnn Scott Matt Sondelski 



 

 

July 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  2 3 4 5 6 

    No Worship Service 

 

Independence Day 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

Worship 

9:00 AM (LS) 

Elder Training 

3:00-4:30 PM 

  Worship 

6:30 PM 

 

WELS Night 

Miller Park 

7:10 PM 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

Worship 

9:00 AM 

 

   Worship 

6:30 PM (LS) 

 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Worship 

9:00 AM (LS) 

   Worship 

6:30 PM 

 

  

28 29 30 31    

Worship 

9:00 AM 

 

      

Pastor Willitz will be out of town July 3-7.  If you need pastoral care please contact Pastor Buschkopf at 715-304-9934. 
 



 

 
 

August 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

    Worship 

6:30 PM (LS) 

 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Worship 

9:00 AM (LS) 

 

 

Elder Training 

3:00-4:30 PM 

  Worship 

6:30 PM 

Ice Cream Social 
following Service 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Worship 

9:00 AM 

 

   Worship 

6:30 PM (LS) 

 

  

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Worship 

9:00 AM (LS) 

   Worship 

6:30 PM 

 

  

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Worship 

9:00 AM 

 

   Worship 

6:30 PM (LS) 

 

  

Vacation Bible School August 5th – 7th 



 

 
 
Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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You’ll find information on: 

 Pastor’s Monthly Message 

 Announcements, Church News 

 Vacation Bible School Information 

 Ladies Aid and Council Meeting Minutes 

 Usher,  Greeter, Service Display, and Altar Guild  

Schedules 

 July and August  Calendars 

 


