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HYMN 360 vs. 1,3,5 The Lord’s My Shepherd; I’ll Not Want 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve 

only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him 

and plead for his mercy. 

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 

called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 

mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 

and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 

forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will.  Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for 

the sheep. Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we 

may abide in your Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with 

him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON – Acts 6:1-9;7:2a, 51-60 

1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic 

Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their 

widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. 2 So the 

Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for 

us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 

Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to 

be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to 

them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 5 

This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full of 

faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, 

Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They 

presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on 

them. 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

8 Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great 

wonders and signs among the people. 9 Opposition arose, however, from 

members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called)—Jews of 

Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who 

began to argue with Stephen. 

2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! 

51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. 

You are just like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was 

there ever a prophet your ancestors did not persecute? They even killed 

those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you have 

betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was 

given through angels but have not obeyed it.” 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and 

gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up 

to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of 

God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at 

the right hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the 

top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and 

began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, 

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell 

asleep. 
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Deb Piskoty – “Even If” by Mercy Me 

They say sometimes you win some 
Sometimes you lose some 

And right now, right now I'm losing bad 

I've stood on this stage night after night 

Reminding the broken it'll be alright 

But right now, oh right now I just can't 

 

It's easy to sing 

When there's nothing to bring me down 

But what will I say 

When I'm held to the flame 

Like I am right now 

 

I know You're able and I know You can 

Save through the fire with Your mighty hand 

But even if You don't 

My hope is You alone 

 

They say it only takes a little faith 

To move a mountain 

Well good thing 

A little faith is all I have, right now 

But God, when You choose 

To leave mountains unmovable 

Oh give me the strength to be able to sing 

It is well with my soul 

 

I know You're able and I know You can 

Save through the fire with Your mighty hand 

But even if You don't 

My hope is You alone 

 

I know the sorrow, and I know the hurt 

Would all go away if You'd just say the word 

But even if You don't 

My hope is You alone 

 

You've been faithful, You've been good 

All of my days 

Jesus, I will cling to You 

Come what may 

'Cause I know You're able 

I know You can 
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I know You're able and I know You can 

Save through the fire with Your mighty hand 

But even if You don't 

My hope is You alone 

 

I know the sorrow, I know the hurt 

Would all go away if You'd just say the word 

But even if You don't 

My hope is You alone 

 

It is well with my soul 

It is well, it is well with my soul 

 

GOSPEL LESSON – John 10:1-10 

1 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen 

by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The 

one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 

opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, 

he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his 

voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 

from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used 

this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was 

telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the 

gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, 

but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters 

through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 

have life, and have it to the full. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated 

at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come 

to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 
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Sermon based on 1 Peter 2:19-25 
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PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN 436 vs. 1,2,3,5    Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep 

 

 
 

 

My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

(John 10:27)  


