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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 

humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, 

and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 

actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 

For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 
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called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts 

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your 

love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan 

and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for 

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

 

 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your 

power and keep us in your tender care: 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy 

of praise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.  Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and 

mystery, filling and renewing all creation by your eternal Spirit, 

and manifesting your saving grace through our Lord Jesus Christ: 

in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt and fear, 

we may ever worship you, one true immortal God, with your Son 

and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON – Genesis 1:1-5, 2:2-3 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the 

earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, 

and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, 

“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 

good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light 

“day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and 

there was morning—the first day.  

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so 

on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the 

seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work 

of creating that he had done. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 150 (sung in unison) 

 

Praise God in his sanctuary;* 

praise him in his mighty heavens. 

 

Praise him for his acts of power;* 

praise him for his surpassing greatness. 

Refrain 

 

Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,* 

praise him with the harp and lyre, 

 

praise him with tambourine and dancing,* 

praise him with strings and flute, 

 

praise him with the clash of cymbals,* 

praise him with resounding cymbals. 

Refrain 

 

Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.* 

Praise the LORD. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON – 2 Corinthians 13:11-14 

11 Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, 

encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of 

love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 

13 All God’s people here send their greetings. 14 May the grace of the 

Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

 

THE ATHANASIAN CREED 

The Apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:13, “It is written: ‘I believed; 

therefore, I have spoken.’ Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also 

believe and therefore speak.” As Christians, we desire to give a clear 

profession to the world of who the true God is so that people might be 

gathered into his family by faith. The words of the Athanasian creed 

were written by St. Athanasius over 1500 years ago to express the life-

saving truths of Scripture by telling us who God is. The creed was 

written to combat two destructive errors that destroyed saving faith and 

undermined the life-giving truth of Scripture. One error denied that 

God’s Son and the Holy Spirit are of one being with the Father. The 

other error denied that Jesus Christ is true God from eternity and also 

true man in one person. These errors viewed Jesus and the Holy Spirit as 

less than God. This idea still persists in certain religions which may call 

themselves Christian even today. We believe that whoever rejects Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit as true God from eternity does not have saving 

faith, but whoever trusts in the triune God has forgiveness and eternal 

life. 

C:  Whoever wishes to be saved, must, above all else, hold to the 

true Christian faith. Whoever does not keep this faith pure in 

all points will certainly perish forever. 

M:  Now this is the true Christian faith: We worship one God in three 

persons and three persons in one God, without mixing the persons 

or dividing the divine being. For each person –the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit—is distinct, but the deity of Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit is one, equal in glory and coeternal in majesty. What 

the Father is, so is the Son, and so is the Holy Spirit. 

C:  The Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; yet 

they are not three Gods, but one God. So the Father is Lord, 

the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; yet they are not three 
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Lords, but one Lord. For just as the Christian truth compels us 

to confess each person individually to be God and Lord, so the 

true Christian faith forbids us to speak of three Gods and three 

Lords. 

M:  And within this Trinity none comes before or after; none is greater 

or inferior, but all three persons are coequal and coeternal, so that 

in every way, as stated before, all three persons are to be 

worshiped as one God and one God worshiped as three persons. 

Whoever wishes to be saved must have this conviction of the 

Trinity. 

We will confess in this creed, “those who have done good will enter eternal 

life, but those who have done evil will go into eternal fire.”  These words 

should not trouble us for Christ himself says the same in John 5:28-29. 

This does not mean that good works can save us from our sins or earn 

heaven for us, rather our good works are the evidence of our faith in 

Christ.  Through faith alone in Christ alone, we will be saved, and this 

faith will naturally produce good works for God, as we are told in 

Ephesians 2:8-10, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no 

one can boast.  For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 

do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  

 

C:  It is furthermore necessary for eternal salvation truly to 

believe that our Lord Jesus Christ also took on human flesh. 

Now this is the true Christian faith: We believe and confess 

that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is both God and man.  

He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose the 

third day from the dead. He ascended into heaven, is seated at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty, and from there he 

will come to judge the living and the dead. At his coming all 

people will rise with their own bodies to answer for their 

personal deeds. Those who have done good will enter eternal 

life, but those who have done evil will go to eternal fire. This is 

the true Christian faith. Whoever does not faithfully and 

firmly believe this cannot be saved. 
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SERMON – Matthew 28:16-20 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; 

but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he 

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing.  By the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit, he empowered his Church to be witnesses of Christ 

to the ends of the earth.  Now have come the salvation and the 

power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. 

To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 

thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
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M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION - If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with our 

pastor before communing. Holy Communion expresses our special oneness 
in faith and confession, so we welcome like-minded believers from other 

WELS or ELS congregations. We respectfully ask other Christians to receive 

instruction before communing with us. If you have any question about our 

practice please speak to the pastor after the service. Thank you. 

 



 

~ 12 ~ 

 

 

 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 

have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 

and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 
 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 

another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 
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