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HYMN 523 vs. 1,3,4                  God of Grace and God of Glory 

 
 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:      (spoken) Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful 

and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 

actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. 
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For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. 

But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior 

Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C:      (spoken) Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C:      (spoken) And also with you. 

 

M: Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who 

cannot do anything that is good without you, may by your help be 

enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C:      (spoken) Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON – Joel 3:12-16 

12 “Let the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of 

Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all the nations on every side. 13 

Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, trample the grapes, for 

the winepress is full and the vats overflow— so great is their 

wickedness!” 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the 

day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon 

will be darkened, and the stars no longer shine. 16 The LORD will roar 

from Zion and thunder from Jerusalem; the earth and the heavens will 

tremble. But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, a stronghold for 

the people of Israel. 

 

GOSPEL – Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was 

sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 

away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds 

also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, 
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didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come 

from?’ 28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The servants asked him, 

‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, 

‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat 

with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will 

tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be 

burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ” 

36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to 

him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field.” 37 He 

answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The 

field is the world, and the good seed stands for the people of the 

kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy 

who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the 

harvesters are angels. 40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the 

fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out 

his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes 

sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing 

furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever 

has ears, let them hear. 

C: (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ! 

NICENE CREED 

C:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.   He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 

and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look 
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for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 

HYMN 541 vs. 3,5,6,7        Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 

 

 

SERMON – Romans 8:26, 27 

26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 

what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us 

through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the 

mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in 

accordance with the will of God. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (spoken by minister) 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: (spoken) And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: (spoken) We lift them up unto the Lord. 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: (spoken) It is good and right so to do. 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised 

that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is 

with them to shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; 

and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C:      (spoken) Amen. 
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DISTRIBUTION - If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with our 

pastor before communing. Holy Communion expresses our special oneness in 

faith and confession, so we welcome like-minded believers from other WELS or 

ELS congregations. We respectfully ask other Christians to receive instruction 

before communing with us. If you have any question about our practice please 

speak to the pastor after the service. Thank you. 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: (spoken) And his mercy endures forever. 

 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 

holy supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith 

in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

HYMN 472 vs. 1,3,4      Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

 


