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Vs 1,4,5 

 
 

M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
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C: (spoken) And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love 
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him 
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us 
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 
guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 
God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of 
believers with your never-failing mercy. Help us avoid whatever 
is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to our 
salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:      (spoken) Amen 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON – Jeremiah 15:15-21 

15O LORD, you understand. Remember me and care for me. Take 
vengeance for me on those who persecute me. You are slow to anger. 
Do not take me away. Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace. 
16Your words came to me, and I devoured them. Your words became 
my joy, the delight of my heart, because I bear your name, 
O LORD God of Armies. 17I did not sit with the band of partygoers, 
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nor did I celebrate with them. I sat alone, because your hand was upon 
me. You filled me with indignation. 18Why is my pain unending? Why 
is my wound incurable, refusing to heal? Will you be as deceptive as an 
intermittent stream to me, like a source of water that a person can’t 
depend on? 19Therefore this is what he LORD says. If you repent, I will 
take you back, so that you may stand before me. If what you say is 
worthwhile and not worthless, you will be my spokesman. They must 
turn to you, but you must not turn to them. 20I will make you like a 
bronze wall to this people. They will fight against you, but they will not 
overcome you, because I am with you to save you and to rescue you, 
declares the LORD. 21I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked, 
and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless. (EHV) 
 

PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 121 (sung in unison) 

 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 

Where does my help come from? 
 

My help comes from the LORD,* 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your foot slip,* 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 

indeed, he who watches over Israel* 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 

Refrain 
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The LORD watches over you,* 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 

The LORD will keep you from all harm,* 

he will watch over your life; 
 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going* 

both now and forevermore. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 

 

SECOND LESSON – Romans 12:1-8 

12Therefore I urge you, brothers, by the mercies of God, to offer 

your bodies as a living sacrifice—holy and pleasing to God—which 

is your appropriate worship. 2Also, do not continue to conform to 

the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind, so that you test and approve what is the will of God—what is 

good, pleasing, and perfect.3So by the grace given to me, I tell 

everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you 

ought, but think in a way that results in sound judgment, as God 

distributed a measure of faith to each of you. 4For we have many 

members in one body, and not all the members have the same 

function. 5In the same way, though we are many, we are one body 

in Christ, and individually members of one another.6We have 

different gifts, according to the grace God has given us. If the gift is 

prophecy, do it in complete agreement with the faith. 7If it is serving, 

then serve. If it is teaching, then teach. 8If it is encouraging, then 

encourage. If it is contributing, be generous. If it is leadership, be 

diligent. If it is showing mercy, do it cheerfully. (EHV) 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

M: Alleluia. Your words came to me, and I devoured them. Your 

words became my joy, the delight of my heart. Alleluia.  

(Jeremiah 15:16 cf. EHV)  

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON – Matthew 16:21-26 

21From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go 

to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, 

and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised 

again. 22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May 

you receive mercy, Lord! This will never happen to you.” 23But 

Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

snare to me because you are not thinking the things of God, but the 

things of men.” 24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants 

to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 

me. 25In fact whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it. 26After all, what will it benefit 

a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his soul? Or what 

can a person give in exchange for his soul? (EHV) 

 C: (spoken) Praise be to you O Christ! 
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SERMON 

KEEP FOCUSED ON CHRIST! 

 

I. Lay aside the things of man. 

II. Take up the things of God.  

 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all 

that you give us day after day. 

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to 

protect us from the temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful 

nature. 

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth 

at this place and everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of 

patience, wisdom, and love.  

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of 

danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. 

Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved 

ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those 

who are distressed, and comfort all who are old and infirm. 
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M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. 

Keep our government and schools upright and strong for the 

advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we may 

enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are 

wars, may there be peace. Where there is hatred, let it be healed. 

Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with your 

almighty power to help and restore. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, 

and ask you to hear us. Take all that we have, our bodies and minds, 

our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them to 

your glory. 

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way 

is pleasing in your sight. Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

C:      (spoken) Amen. 
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~ 10 ~ 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thursday (9/10) 6:30 PM Worship 

Sunday (9/13) 8:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

Worship 

Sunday School  

 Meeting-families of Catechism Class Students 

Wednesday (9/16) 3:45 PM Catechism Class 

Thursday (9/17) 6:30 PM             Worship with LS 

Sunday (9/20) 9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

Worship with LS 

Sunday School / Bible Study 

CATECHISM CLASS begins on Wednesday, September 16 at 3:45pm.  
Following the service on Sunday, September 13 there will be a meeting for 
the students and parents of the Catechism Class. Please contact Pastor Ewald 
if you have any questions regarding this meeting. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY With each election cycle, the rhetoric becomes 
more overpowering. Some discussions instill hope, while others incite fear or 
anger. Some promote an agenda contrary to God’s Word, while others appear 
more pleasing. How can a Christian find hope even when overwhelmed with 
the thought, “Politics is driving me crazy!”?  Join us, beginning on Sunday, 
September 20th, at 10:00am, as we explore our lives as citizens of two 
kingdoms, with God ruling over both kingdoms. 

ILC BLOOD DRIVE will be held on Monday, September 21 from 3-7 PM.  
Donors can schedule an appointment by calling the blood center at 715-842-
0761.  Walk-ins will be accepted, however due to the pandemic, donors are 
limited to 3 at a time. If the blood drive is at capacity walk-ins may have to 
wait outside until a spot opens. 

Serving You in Worship: 

  Usher Greeter Display 

Thursday 

Sept. 10, 6:30 PM Byron Draeger -- Paul Koepke 

Sunday 

Sept. 13, 8 AM TBD -- TBD 

Next Week Thurs. 

Sept. 17  6:30 PM Byron Draeger -- Paul Koepke 

Next Week Sun. 

Sept. 20, 9 AM TBD -- 

 

TBD 
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NORTHLAND NOTES 
Debt Reduction!  God be praised, we continue to make 
progress!  $590,407 has been raised toward our debt reduction goal of 
$1,386,000--GOD IS AMAZING!  Continue to pray for and support 
Northland as we strive for our next mini-goal: $600,000.  May God 
encourage you in all good things! 

Wildcat Open We are excited to be able to hold our annual Wildcat 
Open on Sunday, September 20, beginning at 1 pm at Pine Valley Golf 
Course in Marathon.  You may register online, by paper, or calling 715-
359-3400.  At this time of social distancing, we look forward to seeing 
our Northland friends and family!  Brochures can be found on 
church’s bulletin board. 

Our Annual 5K Run/Walk is scheduled for Saturday, October 10. It 
will be virtual this year.  Registrations will be available soon. 

 


