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Vs 1 - 4 

 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: (spoken) And also with you. 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and 

serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and 

deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 

our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to 

be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 

Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect 

life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed 

your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 

strength to live according to his will. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the 

good news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our 

hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:      (spoken) Amen 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON – Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11 

61The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me, because the LORD has anointed 

me to preach good news to the afflicted. He sent me to bind up the 

brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release for those 

who are bound, 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of 

vengeance for our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3to provide for those 

who mourn in Zion, to give them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the 

oil of joy instead of mourning, a cloak of praise instead of a faint spirit, so 

that they will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD to 

display his beauty. 10I will rejoice greatly in the LORD. My soul will 

celebrate because of my God, for he has clothed me in garments of 

salvation. With a robe of righteousness he covered me, like a bridegroom 

who wears a beautiful headdress like a priest, and like a bride who adorns 

herself with her jewelry. 11For as the earth produces its growth, and as a 

garden causes what has been sown to sprout up, so God the LORD will 
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cause righteousness and praise to sprout up in the presence of all the 

nations. (EHV) 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

P: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the light of the 

world.  He came to cast out the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s 

prayers.  John proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. 

P:  We hear his call to see the light. 

C:  We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and 

confidence. 

P: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: Through your Word and Sacraments may our souls be blessed.   

 (sing)  

Savior of the nations, come;                          From the Father's throne he came 

Virgin’s Son, make here your home.            And ascended to the same, 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth,                 Captive leading death and hell- 

That the Lord chose such a birth.                 High the song of triumph swell! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND LESSON – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

16Rejoice always. 17Pray without ceasing. 18In everything give thanks. For 

this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19Do not extinguish the 

Spirit. 20Do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21But test everything. 

Hold on to the good. 22Keep away from every kind of evil. 23May the God 

3rd ADVENT CANDLE 

The Shepherd Candle or The Candle of Joy 

The angels sang a message of JOY! “And there were shepherds living 

out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An 

angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do 

not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 

he is Christ the Lord…. Suddenly a great company of the heavenly 

host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God 

in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

happened, which the Lord has told us about.” (Luke 2:7-15) 
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of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, 

and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The 

one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. (EHV) 

VERSE OF THE DAY  

M:    Alleluia. I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

your way before you. Alleluia. (Matthew 11:10 EHV) 

 

 

 

GOSPEL LESSON – John 1:6-8, 19-28 

6There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as an 

eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone would believe 

through him. 8He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. 
19This is the testimony John gave when the Jews from Jerusalem sent 

priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not 

deny. He confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “Who 

are you then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” 

“No,” he answered. 22Then they asked him, “Who are you? Tell us so we 

can give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 
23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 

straight the way of the Lord,’ just as Isaiah the prophet said.” 24They had 

been sent from the Pharisees. 25 So they asked John, “Why then do you 

baptize, if you are not the Christ, or Elijah, or the Prophet?” 26“I baptize 

with water,” John answered. “Among you stands one you do not 

know. 27He is the one coming after me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy 

to untie.” 28These things happened in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where 

John was baptizing.  (EHV) 

 C: (spoken) Praise be to you O Christ! 
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SERMON 

Hold Fast to the Life-Changing Message! 
based on 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (EHV) 

I. Test what your heart welcomes. 

II. Watch the Spirit’s fire grow. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He 

descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed 

your promise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s 

head. Through your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes 

of your people to the advent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending 

your Son to destroy the works of the devil. 

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty 

Word to shatter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and 

apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is near.” 

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our 

joy and strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and 

give hope to the despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us 

from the stress of deadlines and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your 

grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we 

will see your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord 

of lords. 
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C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your 

glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory forever and ever.  Amen 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:      (spoken) Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday (12/13) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship  

Sunday School / Bible Study  

Worship 

Monday (12/14) 8:30 AM Circuit Meeting-Pastor out of Office 

Tuesday (12/15) 7:30 PM Council Meeting 

Wednesday (12/16) 3:45 PM 

6:30 PM 

Catechism Class  

Advent Service 

Sunday (12/20) 8:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship - Children's Service 

Worship - Children's Service 

    
CAN YOU HELP? America’s current pandemic urges careful 
concern and thoughtful planning. With your phone call, email, or 
message, you help Immanuel plan for Holy Communion preparation 
and sanctuary seating needs. As able, please notify the church secretary 
of your attendance at worship. (Of course, no one will be turned away 
from worship.) Your help helps Immanuel make safe adjustments in 
meeting your spiritual needs. 

SPECIAL CHILD, SPECIAL RULES Advent is the time spent 
preparing for the coming Savior. Join us Wednesday, December 16 at 
6:30 pm, to explore the unique role Jesus takes up to be your Savior 
and to fill you with real joy this Christmas season. 

CIRCLE OF JOY All gifts need to be returned to church TODAY.  
Thank you to all who have donated to the Circle of Joy Christmas gifts for 
children.  

  Usher Display 

Sunday 

Sec. 13, 8 AM Dan Cihlar Kayla Cihlar 

Sunday 

Sec. 13, 10:15 AM Dean Peterson Joy Peterson 

Next Week Sun. 

Dec. 20, 8 AM  TBD 

 

Joy Peterson 

Next Week Sun. 

Dec. 20, 10:15 AM Ray Ficken Dan Cihlar 
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NORTHLAND NOTES 

NLHS FRUIT PICKUP FRUIT PICK UP WILL BE DEC. 18, 9 
AM — 3 PM, AND DEC. 19, 9 AM — NOON.   

DEBT REDUCTION $722,709 has been raised so far!  GOD IS 
AMAZING, and his love is reflected in the generosity of his people. 
Help us to meet our year end goal of $788,000--we only have $65,291 
to go. May God encourage you in all good things! 

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHAM is a walk through the nativity 
story.  As we cannot host a traditional Christmas concert this year, join 
us for this outdoor event on Sunday, December 20, 3:00-6:00 pm.  3 
family units (members living in the same house) may participate at a 
time.  Social distancing will be observed.  Go to NLHS website to sign 
up! 

GIVING TUESDAY Our Giving Tuesday goal was met, and our 
staff will soon enjoy the use of a new-to-us printer/copier.  Thank you 
to all who contributed, and also to those who matched the copier goal 
with $3500 to Debt Reduction! 
 


