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Hymn 55 Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful (Verses 1-3) 

1. Oh, come, all ye faith-ful,  Joy-ful and tri-um-phant, 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Beth-le-hem; 

Come and be-hold him,  Born the King of an-gels. 

Oh, come let us a-dore him,  Oh, come let us a-dore him, 

Oh, come let us a-dore him,  Christ the Lord. 

2. God from true God, and  Light from Light e-ter-nal, 

Born of a vir-gin, to earth he comes, 

On-ly be-got-ten  Son of God the Fa-ther. 

Oh, come let us a-dore him,  Oh, come let us a-dore him, 

Oh, come let us a-dore him,  Christ the Lord. 

3. Sing, choirs of an-gels,  Sing in ex-ul-ta-tion; 

Sing, all ye cit-i-zens of heav’n a-bove. 

Glo-ry to God, all  Glo-ry in the high-est. 

Oh, come let us a-dore him,  Oh, come let us a-dore him, 

Oh, come let us a-dore him,  Christ the Lord. 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

RESPONSIVE READING PSALM 96 

P: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; 

C: proclaim his salvation day after day. 

P: Declare his glory among the nations,  

C: his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

P: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; 

C: tremble before him, all the earth. 

P: Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; 

C: let the sea resound, and all that is in it; 

P: let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them. 

C: Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy, 

P: for he comes to judge the world in righteousness 

C: and the peoples in his truth. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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P: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true light. Grant that as we have known on 

earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold him in all 

his glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

PASTOR'S MESSAGE 

Children’s Handbell Song: The First Noel 

I. “What Child is This?” ...What Does God Say? 

Narrator:  

Group #1 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 

your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 

strike his heel.”  (Genesis 3:15) 

Narrator: 

Group #2 A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:17) 

Narrator:  

Group #3 A voice came from the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, 

whom I have chosen; listen to him” (Luke 9:35) 

Narrator:  

What Child is this? God says… 

Congregation: This Child is the Christ, the Seed Promised and 

offspring of the woman. He is God’s Son sent to remove 

sin, end death, and neutralize the devil through His 

sacrifice on the cross. 

Hymn 67 What Child Is This (Verse 1) 

1. What child is this who, laid to rest,   

2. On Mary’s lap is sleep-ing? 

Whom angels greet  

With anthems sweet  

While shepherds watch are keep-ing? 

This, this is Christ the King,   

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
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Haste, haste to bring him laud,   

The babe, the Son of Mary! 

 II. “What Child is This?” ...What Does Isaiah Say? 

Narrator:  

Group #4 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The 

Virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 

will call him Immanuel.”  (Isaiah 7:14) 

Narrator:  

Group #5 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 

government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6) 

Narrator:  

Congregation: Surely he took up our infirmities and carried 

our sorrows, 

Narrator:  

Congregation: But he was pierced for our transgressions, 

Narrator:  

Congregation: and by his wounds we are healed.  (Isaiah 53:4-

5) 

Narrator:  

What Child is this? Isaiah says… 

Congregation: This Child born of the virgin Mary is the 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace. He was punished on the cross to bring 

the world peace, the forgiveness of sins. 

Hymn 23 Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel (Verses 2, 4) 

3. Oh, come, O Root of Jes-se, free 

Your own from Sa-tan’s tyr-an-ny; 

From depths of hell your peo-ple save,  

 And bring them vic-t’ry o’er the grave. 

Re-joice! Re-joice!  Em-man-u-el  

Shall come to you, O Is-ra-el! 
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4. Oh, come, O Key of Da-vid, come,   

And o-pen wide our heav’n-ly home. 

Make safe the way that leads on high,  

    And close the path to mis-er-y. 

Re-joice! Re-joice!  Em-man-u-el   

Shall come to you, O Is-ra-el! 

III. “What Child is This?” ...What Do the Angels Say? 

Narrator:  

Group #6 “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”  

(Matthew 1:21) 

Narrator:  

Group #7 “You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you 

are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give 

him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.” (Luke 

1:31-33) 

Narrator:  

Group #8 “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 

census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was 

the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor 

of Syria.) And everyone went to his own town to register. So 

Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged 

to the house and line of David. He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 

expecting a child.”  (Luke 2:1-5) 

Group #9 “While they were there, the time came for the baby to 

be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 

wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the inn.”  (Luke 2:6-7) 

Children’s Hymn: Away in a Manger Hymn 68 

1. A-way in a man-ger, no crib for a bed, 

The lit-tle Lord Je-sus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
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The lit-tle Lord Jesus a-sleep on the hay. 

2. The cat-tle are low-ing, the ba-by a-wakes, 

But lit-tle Lord Je-sus, no cry-ing he makes. 

I love you, Lord Je-sus; look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side un-til morn-ing is nigh. 

3. Be near me, Lord Je-sus; I ask you to stay 

Close by me for-ever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear chil-dren in your ten-der care, 

And take us to heav-en to live with you there. 

 

Group #10 “And there were shepherds living out in the fields 

nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of 

the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 

them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will 

be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger.’  Suddenly a great company of the 

heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to 

men on whom his favor rests.’ ” (Luke 2:8-14) 

Narrator:  

What Child is this? The angels say… 

Congregation: This Child, Jesus, is God’s perfect Son, born 

of Mary to save His people from 

Hymn 62 Joy to the World (Verses 1, 3)  

(Children Play the Introduction and after the final verse) 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth re-ceive her King; 

Let ev-’ry heart  pre-pare him room 

And heav’n and na-ture sing,   

And heav’n and na-ture sing, 

And heav’n, and heav’n and na-ture sing. 

3. No more let sins and sor-rows grow 

Nor thorns in-fest the ground; 
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He comes to make his bless-ings flow 

Far as the curse is found,   

Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 

IV. “What Child is This?”...What Do the Shepherds Say? 

Narrator: 

Congregation: “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

Narrator:  

Congregation: When they had seen him, they spread the word 

concerning what had been told them about this child, and 

all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said 

to them. 

Narrator:  

Congregation: The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 

which were just as they had been told.  (Luke 2:15-20) 

Narrator:  

What Child is this? The Shepherds say… 

Congregation: This Child wrapped in swaddling clothes and 

lying in a manger is the Savior. He is Christ the Lord. 

Hymn 47 Behold, a Branch Is Growing (Verses 3-4)  

3. The shep-herds heard the sto-ry, 

Pro-claimed by an-gels bright, 

How Christ, the Lord of Glo-ry,   

Was born on earth this night. 

To Beth-le-hem they sped   

And in the man-ger found him, 

As an-gel her-alds said. 

4. This flow’r, so small and ten-der,   

With fra-grance fills the air; 

His bright-ness ends the dark-ness   

That kept the earth is fear. 

True God and yet true man,  
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He came to save his peo-ple 

From earth’s dark night of sin. 

V. “What Child is This?” ...What Do the Wise Men Say? 

Narrator:  

Group #11 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 

the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem and asked: ‘Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come 

to worship him.’  (Matthew 2:1-2) 

Group #12 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all 

Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the 

people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. They replied: ‘In 

Bethlehem in Judea, for this is what the prophet has written: 

“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a 

ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.”  

(Matthew 2:3-6) 

Group #13 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out 

from them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them 

to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and make a careful search for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too 

may go and worship him.’ ” (Matthew 2:7-8) 

Narrator:  

Group #14 “After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 

and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them 

until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh.”  (Matthew 2:9-11) 

Narrator:  

What Child is This? The Wise Men say… 

Congregation: This Child is the one whom kings and nations, 
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angels and shepherds worship. Jesus is the King of 

heaven and earth, our Great High Priest, and the Savior 

of all. 

Hymn 83: As with Gladness Men of Old (Verses 1-2, 4) 

1. As with glad-ness men of old   

Did the guid-ing star be-hold, 

As with joy they hailed its light,  

 Lead-ing on-ward, beam-ing bright, 

So, most gra-cious Lord, may we   

Ev-er-more your fol-lowers be. 

2. As with joy-ful steps they sped,  

Sav-ior, to your low-ly bed, 

There to bend the knee be-fore   

You whom heav’n and earth a-dore, 

So may we with will-ling feet   

Ev-er seek your mer-cy seat. 

4. Ho-ly Je-sus, ev-‘ry day   

Keep us in the nar-row way; 

And, when earth-ly things are past,   

Bring our ran-somed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide,   

Where no clouds your glo-ry hide. 

VI. “What Child is This?” ...What Do You Say? 

Narrator:  

 

Congregation: “No one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the 

Holy Spirit.”  (1 Corinthians 12:3) 

Hymn 67: What Child Is This (Verses 2-3) 

2. Why lies he in such mean es-tate  

Where ox-en now are feed-ing? 

Good Chris-tians, fear;  

 For sin-ners here   

The si-lent Word is plead-ing. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through;  

The cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh,  

The babe, the Son of Mar-y! 
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3. So bring him in-cense, gold, and myrrh;   

Come, peas-ant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings  

Sal-va-tion brings;   

Let loving hearts en-throne him. 

Raise, raise the song on high;   

The vir-gin sings her lul-la-by. 

Joy, joy for Christ is born,   

The babe, the Son of Mar-y! 

Christmas Prayer 

P: O God, you make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 

birth of your one and only Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we 

joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, we may with sure 

confidence behold him when he will come to be our judge, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 

kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 

forever. Amen. 

P: What Child is this? God answers: 

C: He is the Promised Seed, my Son whom I Love. 

P: Isaiah answers: 

C: He is the virgin-born Child, Immanuel, the sacrifice for 

our sins. 

P: The angels answer: 

C: He is the Savior, Christ the Lord, the Son of the Most 

High. 

P: The shepherds answer: 

C: He is the Christ Child who brings peace on earth. 

P: The wise men answer: 
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C: The King of heaven and earth, our great High Priest, 

and the Savior of all. 

P: This Christmas with many worldly distractions and the many 

human ideas floating around about who Jesus is, can you 

answer this soul saving, life and death question? What Child 

is this? 

C: He is Christ the Lord! 

P: May this good news comfort, focus, and cheer you always. 

Hymn 61: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  

1. Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing,  

“Glo-ry to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth and mer-cy mild,   

God and sin-ners re-con-ciled!” 

Joy-ful, all you na-tions rise,   

Join the tri-umph of the skies; 

With th’an-gel-ic host pro-claim,   

“Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!” 

 Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing,   

“Glo-ry to the new-born King!” 

2. Christ, by high-est heav’n a-dored,   

Christ, the ev-er-last-ing Lord, 

Late in time be-hold him come,   

Off-spring of a vir-gin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the God-head see,   

Hail th’in-car-nate De-i-ty! 

Pleased as man with us to dwell,   

Je-sus, our Im-man-u-el! 

Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing,   

“Glo-ry to the new-born King!” 

3. Hail, the heav’n-ly Prince of Peace!   

Hail, the Sun of Right-eous-ness! 

Light and life to all he brings,   

Ris’n with heal-ing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glo-ry by,  

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth,  

Born to give us se-cond birth. 
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing,   

“Glo-ry to the new-born King!” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


