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RINGING OF THE BELL 

(The congregation is invited to sing after the organ introduction) 

HYMN 34: NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE (VERSES 1-2) 

1. Now sing we, now rejoice,  Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth  Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth  The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art!  Thou my Savior art! 

2. Come from on high to me;  I cannot rise to thee. 

Cheer my wearied spirit,  O pure and holy Child; 

Through thy grace and merit,  Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

Draw me unto thee!  Draw me unto thee! 

(Please Stand) 

INVOCATION: 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation: And also with you. 

P: Dear friends, God created us to love him with all our heart, 

mind, and soul. He intended that our actions reflect a single-

minded love for him and trust in him. Yet, our hearts have loved 

ego and pleasure more. We challenge God’s unchanging 

promises, while warmly welcoming humanity’s limited 

assurances. We grumble and complain. We consider God a 

taskmaster and overlord. We elevate our wants over his 

commands. Our actions flow from a heart corrupted from 

conception. That corruption sets us against God and places us 

under his wrath. Let us approach his mighty throne not in proud 

arrogance, but in humble sorrow. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I 

have not loved you with all my heart. In what I have done 

and left undone, I have pursued my ways instead of your 

ways. I have not loved others as myself. For this I deserve 

your punishment both now and in eternity. I am sorry for 

my transgressions. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy, 

O Lord. 
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P: This is the purpose we celebrate this Christmas Eve. God, our 

loving Father in heaven has been merciful to us and has sent his 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. For the sake of Jesus, God 

forgives our sins and calls us from darkness into his marvelous 

light. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN 34: NOW SING WE, NOW REJOICE (VERSES 3-4) 

3. Now through his Son doth shine  The Father’s grace divine. 

Death o’er us had reigned  Through sin and vanity; 

He for us obtained  Eternal joy on high. 

May we praise him there!  May we praise him there! 

4. Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing  With all his saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing  In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there!  Oh, that we were there! 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the 

brightness of the true light. Grant that as we have known on 

earth the wonder of that light, we may also behold Jesus in all 

glory in the life to come. Receive our praises as we kneel in 

faith before the manger-bed of our newborn Savior. In the name 

of Jesus we pray. 

C: Amen. 

(Be seated) 

God Speaks His Peace to Us 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7 
       2The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

For those living in the land of the shadow of death, the light has 

dawned… 6For to us a child is born. To us a son is given. 
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The authority to rule will rest on his shoulders. He will be 

named: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. 7There will be no limit to his authority 

and no end to the peace he brings. He will rule on David’s 

throne and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and righteousness from now on, into eternity. 
 

HYMN 47: BEHOLD, A BRANCH IS GROWING (VERSES 1-2, 4-5) 

1. Behold, a Branch is growing  Of loveliest form and  grace, 

      As prophets sang foreknowing;  It springs from Jesse’s race.        

And bears one little flow’r  In midst of coldest winter, 

At deepest midnight hour. 

2. Isaiah hard foretold it  In words of promise sure, 

And Mary’s arms enfold it,  A virgin meek and pure. 

Through God’s eternal will  This child to her is given 

At midnight calm and still. 

4. This flow’r, so small and tender,  With fragrance fills the air; 

His brightness ends the darkness  That kept the earth in fear. 

True God and yet true man,  He came to save his people 

From earth’s dark night of sin. 

5. O Savior, Child of Mary,  Who felt our human woes, 

O Savior, King of glory,  Who conquered all our foes, 

Bring us at last, we pray,  To the bright courts of heaven 

And to the endless day. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: HEBREWS 2:14-18 
14Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 

humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds 

the power of death—that is, the devil— 15and free those who all 

their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely 

it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17For this 

reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order 

that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 

service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of 

the people. 18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, 

he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
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HYMN 42: COME, YOUR HEARTS AND VOICES RAISING (VV. 2-3, 5) 

2. See how God, for us providing, 

Gave his Son and life abiding; 

He our weary steps is guiding 

From earth’s woe to heav’nly joy. 

3. Christ, from heav’n to us descending 

And in love our race befriending, 

In our need his help extending 

Saved us from the wily foe. 

5. Gracious Child, we pray you, hear us; 

From your lowly manger cheer us. 

Gently lead us and be near us 

Till we join th’ angelic choir. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL: LUKE 2:1-7 

P: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 

should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first 

census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 

C: And everyone went to his own town to register. 

P: So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 

the house and line of David. 

C: He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 

be married to him and was expecting a child. 

P: While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 

and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

C: She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn. 
 

HYMN 68: AWAY IN A MANGER  

1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
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2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 

And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your ten-der care, 

And take us to heaven to live with you there. 
 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL: LUKE 2:8-14 

P: And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 

keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

C: An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 

P: But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the 

town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the 

Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 

in cloths and lying in a manger. Suddenly a great company of 

the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying,  

C: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on 

whom his favor rests.” 
 

HYMN 53: TO SHEPHERDS AS THEY WATCHED (VV 1-2, 4 & 6) 

1. To shepherds as they watched by night 

Appeared a host of angels bright; 

“Behold the tender babe,” they said, 

“In yonder lowly manger laid, 

2. “At Bethlehem, in David’s town, 

As Micah did of old make known. 

It is the Christ, your Lord and King, 

Who will to all salvation bring.” 
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4. What harm can sin and death then do? 

The true God now abides with you. 

Let hell and Satan storm and rave, 

Christ is your brother— you are safe. 

6. You shall and must at last prevail. 

God’s own you are; you cannot fail. 

To God forever sing your praise 

With joy and patience all your days. 

 

THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL: LUKE 2:15-20 

P: When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 

this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

C: So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby, who was lying in the manger. 

P: When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what 

had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured 

up all these things and pondered them in her heart 

C: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for 

all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 

they had been told.  
 

HYMN 52: ON CHRISTMAS NIGHT ALL CHRISTIANS SING  

1. On Christmas night all Christians sing 

To hear the news the angels bring; 

On Christmas night all Christians sing  

To hear the news the angels bring, 

News of great joy, news of great mirth, 

News of our merciful King’s birth. 

2. When sin departs before your grace, 

Then life and health come in its place. 

When sin departs before your grace, 

Then life and health come in its place. 

Angels and saints with joy may sing 

All for to see the newborn King. 



8 

3. From out of darkness we have light 

Which made the angels sing this night. 

From out of darkness we have light 

Which made the angels sing this night: 

“Glory to God and peace to men 

Now and forever-more. Amen.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN 65: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 

1. O little town of Bethlehem,  How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  The silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth  The ever-lasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep  Their watch of  

wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together  Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the King  And peace to all the earth. 

3. How silently, how silently  The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts  The blessings of  

his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming,  But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will Receive him still,  The dear Christ  

enters in. 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem,  Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in;  Be born in us today, 

      We hear the Christmas angels  The great glad tidings  

        tell: 

Oh, come to us, Abide with us,  Our Lord Immanuel! 
 
 
 
 
 

DEVOTION ........................................................ LUKE 2:10-11 

 "A Different Christmas" 
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CHRISTMAS EVE PRAYER 

(Responses sung to ‘Silent Night’) 

P:  Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for the opportunity you 

have given us this evening to join with family and friends to 

hear the good news that you sent your Son into the world to be 

our Savior. We love to hear the story of how Jesus was born. 

Throughout our lives keep us close to you and to this good 

news. 

C: Silent night! Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright, 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so ten-der and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace,  Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

P: We confess that we have not always remembered your love for 

us. We have not always shown your love to those around us. For 

these sins, we ask forgiveness. You have removed our sin and 

our guilt through the work of your Son, born for us. For this we 

praise and thank you. We join the heavenly hosts in singing 

"Alleluia!" 

C: Silent night! Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight. 

 Glories stream from heaven afar; 

 Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia; 

 Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born!  

LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES – Pastor will light his 

candle from the Christ candle. An usher will come up and light 

his candle from Pastor’s. An usher will light each first candle of 

each pew. When lighting the candles, keep the lit candle upright 

and tilt the unlit candle to light it. 

After all the candles are lit and the lights dimmed, we will 

continue with our responsive Christmas Eve prayer. 

 Candles may be extinguished at the conclusion of prayer and 

should remain upright until the completion of the service. 
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P: We thank you for your Christmas gift to us. Help us share it 

with others. As it pleases you, turn the hearts of those who hear 

your gospel message. May they see your redeeming grace in the 

Christ child of Bethlehem. Bring them into your presence that 

they, along with us, may enjoy an eternity in heaven. 

C: Silent night! Holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light 

 Radiant beams from thy holy face 

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

BLESSING 

P: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and 

heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that comes with the 

knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal 

life. And the blessing of God Almighty— the Father, the Son, 

(+) and the Holy Spirit— be upon you and remain with you 

always. 

C: Amen.
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HYMN 62: JOY TO THE WORLD 

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

     Let earth receive her King; 

     Let ev’ry heart prepare him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let all their songs employ, 

    While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 

    Re-peat the sounding joy, 

    Re-peat the sounding joy. 

    Re-peat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

    He comes to make his blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

4. He rules the world, with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

    The glories of his righteousness 

    And wonders of his love, 

    And wonders of his love, 

    And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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 Merry Christmas and welcome to all who joined us tonight! 

The mere existence of Christmas reveals that God did not hide 

the news of the Savior we need. Instead, God does all he can to 

spread the news so that you may discover real peace— peace 

that the Almighty Son of God comes to make you right with 

God, peace that lasts through every season! 

 We kindly ask that you return your candle as you leave. As 

you leave today, please sign our guestbook (located at the 

entryway mailboxes) and introduce yourself to the pastor. We 

would love to connect with you! We also invite you to our 

Christmas Day service at 9:00am. We will explore how 

Christmas fills us with real peace that lasts much longer than 

the season. 

 Christmas removes the need for fear. May God’s complete 

reliability fill your life and heart with real peace this Christmas 

and New Year. God grant you and your family a most blessed 

Christmas. 


