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CALL TO WORSHIP ISAIAH 52:7-10 & HYMN #55 

P: How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring 
good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who 

proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, “Your God reigns!” 

C: Oh, come, all ye faithful,  Joyful and triumphant, 
Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him,  Born the King of angels. 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Oh, come let us adore him, 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Christ the Lord. 

(Hymn #55, verse 1) 

P: Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; together they shout 
for joy. When the LORD returns to Zion, they will see it with their 
own eyes. 

C: God from true God, and  Light from Light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, to earth he comes, 
Only begotten  Son of God the Father. 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Oh, come let us adore him, 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Christ the Lord. 

(Hymn #55, verse 2) 

P: Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of Jerusalem, for the 

LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

C: Sing, choirs of angels,  Sing in exultation; 
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above. 
Glory to God, all  Glory in the highest. 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Oh, come let us adore him, 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Christ the Lord. 

(Hymn #55, verse 3) 

P: The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all nations, 

and all the ends of the earth will see the salvation of our God. 

C: Yea, Lord, we greet thee,  Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n 
Word of the Father,  Now in flesh appearing. 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Oh, come let us adore him, 
Oh, come let us adore him,  Christ the Lord. 

(Hymn #55, verse 4) 
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(PLEASE STAND) 

CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, true God 

C: Son of the Father from eternity; 

P: Lord Jesus Christ, true man, 

C: who became fully human of the virgin Mary: 

P: At great cost you redeemed and saved us lost and condemned 
creatures; 

C: I confess that I have sinned against you, my God. My 
words have been careless. My actions have been loveless. 
My thoughts have been self-centered and self-seeking. I 
have failed to obey your perfect commands. I have 
willingly done what you call wrong. I need your love and 
forgiveness. 

P. It was your love, and your love alone, that moved you to leave 
your heavenly throne and come to earth for us. 

C: You freed us from sin, death, and the power of the devil, 

P: not with gold or silver, 

C: but with your holy and precious blood and your innocent 
suffering and death. 

P: Claim us as your own, to live under you in your kingdom, 

C: to serve you in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, 

P: just as you are risen from death and live and reign eternally. 

C: This is most certainly true! 
 

HYMN: FROM HEAVEN ABOVE (HYMN #38, VERSES 14, 15) 

      14. My heart for very joy must leap; 
My lips no more can silence keep. 

            I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
            That sweetest ancient cradle song: 

15. Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us his Son has giv’n! 

            While angels sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth. 
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P: Let us pray: 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the 
flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives ad reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

(BE SEATED) 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  HEBREWS 11:1-9 

 

HYMN: LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE (HYMN #64, VERSES 2 & 3) 

2. To this vale of tears he comes, 
Here to serve in sadness, 
That with him in heav’n’s fair homes 
We may reign in gladness. 

3. We are rich, for he was poor; 
Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore 
Here on earth and yonder. 

GOSPEL JOHN 1:1-14 & HYMN #67 

What child is this who, laid to rest, 
 On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet  With anthems sweet 
 While shepherds watch are keeping? […] 

                                                         (Hymn #67, verse 1) 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 
3Through him everything was made, and without him not one thing 
was made that has been made. 4In him was life, and the life was 
the light of mankind. 5The light is shining in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 

This, this is Christ the King, 
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 The babe, the Son of Mary! 

6There was a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as an eyewitness to testify about the light so that everyone 
would believe through him. 8He was not the light, but he came to 
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testify about the light. 9The real light that shines on everyone was 
coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not recognize him. 11He came 
to what was his own, yet his own people did not accept him. 

Why lies he in such mean estate 
 Where oxen now are feeding? 
Good Chris-tians, fear;  For sinners here 
 The silent Word is pleading. […] 

     (Hymn #67, verse 2) 

12But to all who did receive him, to those who believe in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God. 13They were 
born, not of blood, or of the desire of the flesh, or of a husband’s 
will, but born of God. 

Nails, spear, shall pierce him through; 
 The cross he’ll bear for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the Son of Mary! 

14The Word became flesh and dwelled among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 
15John testified about him. He cried out, “This was the one I spoke 
about when I said, ‘The one coming after me outranks me because 
he existed before me.’” 

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 Come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings  Salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. […]  
(Hymn #67, verse 3) 

16For out of his fullness we have all received grace upon grace. 
17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. The only-
begotten Son, who is close to the Father’s side, has made him 
known. 

Raise, raise the song on high; 
 The virgin sings her lullaby. 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
 The babe, the Son of Mary! 
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SERMON:                                                                         ROMANS 8:31-32 
Will Your Christmas Celebration Last? 

                   God gives his supreme Son. 
                           God gives you unending peace. 

(PLEASE STAND)  

CONFESSION OF FAITH (FROM THE ATHANASIAN CREED) 

     
   All:  We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s 

Son, is both God and man. 
      He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the 

Father, and he is man, born in time from the nature of his 
mother,  fully God, fully man, with rational soul and 
human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity less than 
the Father as to his humanity; And though he is both God 
and man,  Christ is not two persons but one, one, not by 
changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity 
into God; one, indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but 
by unity in one person; For just as the rational soul and 
flesh are one human being, so God and man are one 
Christ. He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, 
rose the third day from the dead.  He ascended into 
heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty, and from there will come to judge the living 
and the dead. At his coming all people will rise with their 
own bodies. This is the true Christian faith. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (HYMN #28) 

P: Heavenly Father, we give thanks to you this Christmas Day that 
once again you have awakened us to the joy of knowing that 
your Son, Jesus, came to this earth to take our place and make us 

yours. 

C: Let the earth now praise the Lord, 
Who has truly kept his word 
And at last to us did send 
Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.  

(Hymn #28, verse 1) 

P: We offer you our thanks, dear Jesus, that you humbled 
yourself—becoming one of us— to live the perfect life we could 
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not and to save us from our destiny in hell, and bring us to the 

grand assurance of salvation. 

C: What the fathers most desired, 
What the prophets’ heart inspired, 
What they longed for many a year 
Stands fulfilled in glory here.  

(Hymn #28, verse 2) 

P: To you, Holy Spirit, we also give our praise and thanks for having 
called us to saving faith in our Savior, Jesus Christ. Continue to 
enlighten our lives by your power that we may see the many 
opportunities for us to serve you and one another. 

C: Welcome, O my Savior, now! 
Joyful, Lord, to you I bow. 
Come into my heart, I pray; 
Oh, prepare yourself a way.  

                                                             (Hymn #28, verse 4) 
 

P: O Blessed Trinity, the only true God, we ask that the blessings of 
Christmas be ours to remember, enjoy, and use throughout our 
lives. Use us to bring this gospel message to all corners of the 
world. Guard and protect our missionaries who serve you around 
the globe. Guard and protect our loved ones, those in need, those 
who are ill, those who travel, and all those who care for us and 
work for our welfare. And by your mercy—in your time—bring us 

to yourself in heaven. 

C: And, when you shall come again 
As a glorious king to reign, 
I with joy may see your face, 
Freely ransomed by your grace.  

(Hymn #28, verse 6) 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 2 CORINTHIANS 8:9 

P: We know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

C: that though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, 

P: so that we through his poverty might become rich. 

C: Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

(BE SEATED) 

 

HYMN: HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING (HYMN #61) 

1. Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild,  God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all you nations rise,  Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’ angelic host proclaim,  “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the new-born King!” 

2. Christ, by highest heav’n adored,  Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come,  Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  Hail th’ incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell,  Jesus, our Immanuel! 
Hark! The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King!” 

3. Hail, the heav’nly Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings,  Ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

 

Christmas makes fear unnecessary. 
God light your year with his faithful cheer and comfort. 


