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CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: 

C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 

M: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the 

darkness, 

C: We lie and do not live by the truth. 

M: If we claim to be without sin, 

C: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C: Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer 

worthy to be called your child. Yet in mercy you 

sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For 

his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in 

the joy of the Holy Spirit let me serve you all my days. 

 Silence for private confession. 

M: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive 

our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your 

confession, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Prayer 

M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to 

a close. Stay with us and warm our hearts with your forgiving 

love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly, 

that we may walk in the light of your presence through the 

darkness of this world. 

Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 
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Psalm 2 (sung in unison) 

 
Why do the nations conspire* 

and the peoples plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 

gather together against the LORD* 

and against his Anointed One. 

Refrain 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;* 

the Lord scoffs at them. 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 

and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,* 

“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:* 

He said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

  

Psalm Prayer 

M: Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of 

your Church. Help us, as members of his kingdom, to serve 

him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of his grace 

and glory, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 
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Passion Reading 5 – Mark 14:66-15:15 

Seasonal Response 

All: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid 

on him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are 

healed. 
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SERMON 

“Hands of Hypocrisy” 

(Based on Mark 14:55-65 EHV) 

55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for 

testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, but they did not 

find any. 56 Many testified falsely against him, but their testimonies 

did not agree. 57 Some stood up and gave this false testimony against 

him: 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with 

hands, and in three days I will build another made without 

hands.’” 59 Yet even on this point, their testimony did not agree. 
60 The high priest stepped forward and questioned Jesus, “Have you 

no answer? What is this they are testifying against you?” 61 But Jesus 

was silent and did not answer anything. Again the high priest asked 

him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” 

Jesus said. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 

of power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 The high priest 

tore his robes and said, “Why do we need any more 

witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy! What do you think?” 

They all condemned him as being worthy of death. 65 Then some 

began to spit on him. They covered his face and struck him with 

their fists, saying, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him and beat 

him.  (EHV) 

Prayer (spoken by the Minister) 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

Blessing 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (†), and the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  Amen. 
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Join us on Wednesday, March 24th, at 6:30 p.m., for the final Mid-
Week Lenten Service as we meditate on the suffering and death of 

our Lord for our salvation. 

"Hands of Brutality" 
Pastor Jon Hadler 

St Matthew, Marathon 

 

 

 

 

A special thank you to Pastor Suckow for sharing God’s Word 

with us in this Midweek Lenten service! 
 

 


