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OPENING HYMN-Hymn #125 

"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 

 
 

SERMON 

  

"Hands of Humility" 

Based on John 13:1-5, 12-17  

 

 Change selfish hearts. 

Characterize changed hearts. 
 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 

P: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the 

path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We 

have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil— all that keeps us from loving God and each 

other. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; 
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God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives 
continue with us because of his love for us in Jesus, our Savior. 

  Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving 

peace and new life. In the absolution we receive forgiveness as from 

God himself. This absolution we should not doubt, but firmly 

believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it 
comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

  We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one 
another, to be servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

  In Holy Communion the members of Christ’s body participate 

most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper 

with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. 

Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for 

forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one 

with him and one another. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the 

great banquet we will share with all the faithful when our Lord 

returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and 

each other. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, 

I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my    

heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have 

pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved 

my brothers and sisters as myself. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. 

I am truly sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for  

your mercy, O Lord. 

Silence for meditation 

P: Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for 

us. 

C: Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt. 

Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life. 

P: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent his Son 

to die for all. For his sake, God forgives our sins and calls us 

from darkness to his marvelous light. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 
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in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us and reconciled us to God 

and has promised us the power to forgive and love each other. 

Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one 

another. 

C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our 

hearts, in our words, and in our actions. 

P: Let us pray: 

Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us 

your true body and blood as a remembrance of your suffering and 

death on the cross. Grant us so firmly to believe your words and 

promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal 

good; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

THE WORD  

FIRST LESSON .................................................... Exodus 12:1-14 

1 The LORD told Moses and Aaron this in the land of Egypt: 2 This 

month is to be the beginning of your calendar. It is to be the first month 

of the year for you. 3 Tell the entire Israelite community that on the 

tenth day of this month, they are to take a lamb or a young goat for 

themselves, according to their fathers’ households, one lamb per 

household. 4 But if the household is too small for a whole lamb, then 

that person and his neighbor next door to him must select one, based 

on the number of people. Determine what size lamb is needed 

according to how much each person will eat. 5 Your lamb must be 

unblemished, a year-old male. You may take it from the sheep or the 

goats. 6 You are to keep it until the fourteenth day of this month. Then 

the whole assembly of the Israelite community is to slaughter the lambs 

at sunset. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two 

doorposts and the lintel of the houses where they eat the lamb. 8 That 

night they shall eat the meat that has been roasted over a fire, along 

with unleavened bread. They shall eat it with bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat 

it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over a fire—with its head, its legs, 

and its internal organs. 10 You shall not leave any of it until the 

morning. Whatever remains until the morning, you shall burn in the 
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fire. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into your 

belt ready for travel, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your 

hand. Eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12 For on that night I 

will pass through the land of Egypt. I will strike down every firstborn 

in the land of Egypt, both people and animals. Against all the gods of 

Egypt I will execute judgment. I am the LORD. 13 The blood will be a 

sign for you on the houses where you are. When I see the blood, I will 

pass over you. There will be no plague among you to destroy you when 

I strike down the land of Egypt. 14 This day shall be a memorial for you, 

and you are to celebrate it as a festival to the LORD. Throughout your 

generations you must celebrate it as a permanent regulation. (EHV) 

PSALM 116 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice;* 

he heard my cry for mercy. 

Because he turned his ear to me,* 

I will call on him as long as I live. 

The LORD is gracious and righteous;* 

when I was in great need, he saved me. 

Refrain 

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,* 

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 

How can I repay the LORD* 

for all his goodness to me? 

I will lift up the cup of salvation* 

     and call on the name of the LORD. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 

SECOND LESSON .................................... 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17 

16 The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a communion of the blood 

of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a communion of the body 

of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we, who are many, are one 

body, for we all partake of the one bread. (EHV) 

VERSE OF THE DAY:  

P:  As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26) 

(Please Stand) 

GOSPEL ................................................................ Mark 14:12-26 

12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when the 

Passover lamb is sacrificed, his disciples asked him, “Where do you 

want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 13 He sent two 

of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the city, and there a man 

carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Wherever he 

enters, tell the owner of the house that the Teacher says, ‘Where is my 

guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ 15 He will 

show you a large upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations 

for us there.” 16 His disciples left and went into the city and found things 

just as he had told them; and they prepared the Passover. 17 When it was 

evening, he arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining and 

eating, Jesus said, “Amen I tell you: One of you will betray me, one 

who is eating with me.” 19 They began to be sorrowful and said to him 

one by one, “Surely not I?” 20 He said to them, “It is one of the Twelve, 

one who is dipping bread with me in the dish. 21 Indeed, the Son of Man 

is going to go just as it has been written about him, but woe to that man 

by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that 

man if he had not been born.” 22 While they were eating, Jesus took 

bread. When he had blessed it, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

“Take it. This is my body.” 23 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it to them. They all drank from it. 24 He said to them, “This is my 

blood of the new testament, which is poured out for many. 25 Amen I 
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tell you: I will certainly not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that 

day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 26 After they sang a 

hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. (EHV) 

(Be Seated) 

HYMN – Hymn #313 
 "Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior"  

 
(Please Stand) 

PRAYER 

P: Lord God, heavenly Father, author of the everlasting covenant and 

giver of the cup of salvation, 

C: we gather in your courts to offer you our sacrifice of 

thanksgiving. 
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P: For fulfilling your promise to establish a new covenant through the 

blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

C: we give you humble and hearty thanks. 

P: As our Lord Jesus Christ gave thanks to you when he broke the 

bread, as he gave thanks to you when he took the cup, 

C: we also give you thanks. 

P: Precious Savior, both Priest and offering, awe and wonder fill our 

hearts as we partake of your body, broken for us, and your blood, 

shed for us. 

C: We praise you, bless you, and adore you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: In our poverty of righteousness, we have nothing to offer. Without 

your tremendous sacrifice, we would still be in our sins, 

C: but through your sacrament of the New Testament, we are 

assured that our iniquities are forgiven and our sins are no 

longer remembered. 

P: O Holy Spirit, dwell within us as we remember our Lord’s death in 

this sacrament. Enter our hearts to strengthen our faith and fill us 
with gratitude for your great mercy. 

C: Move us to encourage one another to love and to do good 

works. 

P: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

P: As our Lord served his disciples by washing their feet, so may we 

also humbly serve one another. 

C: Help us live our lives as sacrifices of thanksgiving to him 

who first loved us. Amen. 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy   

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
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P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of 

salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so the 

devil, who overcame us by a tree be overcome.  Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name 

and join their glorious song: 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me. 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, 

saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: (spoken) Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with our pastor before 

communing. Holy Communion expresses our special oneness in faith 

and confession, so we welcome like-minded believers from other WELS 

or ELS congregations. We respectfully ask other Christians to receive 

instruction before communing with us. If you have any question about 

our practice please speak to the pastor after the service. Thank you. 
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HYMN-Hymn #304 

"Jesus Sinners Does Receive" 

 
 

P: Let us pray: 

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness 

you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through 

him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also 

pray that you will not forsake us, but will rule our hearts and minds 

by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 



 

 

~11 ~ 

 

 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

(During the singing of Psalm 22 the altar is stripped, leaving the 

cross alone, just as the disciples fled at Jesus’ arrest. This prepares 

us for Good Friday.) 

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before 

dispersing quietly. 

We return tomorrow, Good Friday, at 6:30pm for worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GOOD FRIDAY  

 6:30 PM 

 

EASTER  

SUNRISE SERVICE – 6:30 AM 

FESTIVAL SERVICE – 9 AM 

 

Communion services for April will be the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, April 11 and 18.  We will not have the Lord's Supper on Easter 
Sunday. 

 


