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GOOD FRIDAY: SERVICE OF DARKNESS 

Tenebrae 

On Good Friday, from noon until three, darkness covered the land 

while Jesus hung on the cross. God draped all of creation in 

mourning, for the Light of the World was flickering out. 

 Traditionally this day has been celebrated with a Tenebrae service. 

The word tenebrae means “darkness.” Its solemn tone represents 

Christ’s life ebbing away while he hung on the cross. 

 The unrushed pace of our service is not to convey a message of 

gloom, but rather to lead us to quietly reflect upon our lives in light 

of our Savior’s passion as he offers up his life as the Lamb of God. 

God bless your worship this evening. 

Sunday School Children Play Handbells 

"Glory Be to Jesus" and "Go to Dark Gethsemane" 

 

GOSPEL LESSON.................................................. John 19:17-30 

RESPONSES PSALM 2 

P: The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 

against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 

 Why do the nations conspire? 

C: And the peoples plot in vain? 

P: The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 

C: against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 

P: “Let us break their chains,” they say, 

C: “And throw off their fetters.” 

P: The One enthroned in heaven laughs 

C: the LORD scoffs at them. 

P: Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, 

saying, 

C: “I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.” 

P: I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 
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 C: He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your 

Father. 

P: Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, 

C: the ends of the earth your possession. 

P: You will rule them with an iron scepter; 

C: you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

P: Therefore, you kings, be wise; 

C: be warned, you rulers of the earth. 

P: Serve the LORD with fear 

C: and rejoice with trembling. 

P: Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and you be destroyed in your way, for 

his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

C: Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

P: The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together 

against the LORD and against his Anointed One. 

The first candle is extinguished. 

Silence for meditation 

 

RESPONSES PSALM 22:1-21 

P: They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

C: Why are you so far from saving me, so far from the words of 

my groaning? 

P: My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, 

C: by night, and am not silent. 

P: Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; 

C: you are the praise of Israel. 

P: In you our fathers put their trust; 

C: they trusted and you delivered them. 

P: They cried to you and were saved; 

C: in you they trusted and were not disappointed. 

P: But I am a worm and not a man, 
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C: scorned by men and despised by the people. 

P: All who see me mock me; 

C: they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

P: “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. 

C: Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 

P: Yet you brought me out of the womb; 

C: you made me trust in you even at my mother’s breast. 

P: From birth I was cast upon you; 

C: from my mother’s womb you have been my God. 

P: Do not be far from me, 

C: for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

P: Many bulls surround me; 

C: strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 

P: Roaring lions tearing their prey 

C: open their mouths wide against me. 

P: I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 

C: My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 

P: My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the 

roof of my mouth; 

C: you lay me in the dust of death. 

P: Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, 

C: they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

P: I can count all my bones; 

C: people stare and gloat over me. 

P: They divide my garments among them 

C: and cast lots for my clothing. 

P: But you, O LORD, be not far off; 

C: O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

P: Deliver my life from the sword, 

C: My precious life from the power of the dogs. 

P: Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; 

C: save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 

P: They divide my garments among them and cast lost for my clothing. 
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The second candle is extinguished. 

Silence for meditation 

 

RESPONSES PSALM 27 

P: False witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 

 The LORD is my light and salvation—whom shall I fear? 

C: The LORD is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be 

afraid? 

P: When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh 

C: when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble 

and fall. 

P: Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; 

C: though war break out against me, even then will I be 

confident. 

P: One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: 

C: That I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my 

life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in 

his temple. 

P: For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 

C: he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high 

upon a rock, 

P: then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; 

C: at his tabernacle I will sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing 

and make music to the LORD. 

P: Hear my voice when I call, O LORD; 

C: be merciful to me and answer me. 

P: My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 

C: Your face, LORD, I will seek. 

P: Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in 

anger; you have been my helper. 

C: Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior. 

P: Though my father and mother forsake me, 

C: the LORD will receive me. 
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P: Teach me your way, O LORD; 

C: lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 

P: Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 

C: for false witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 

P: I am still confident of this: 

C: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 

P: Wait for the LORD; 

C: Be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

P: False witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence. 

The third candle is extinguished. 

Silence for meditation 

 

RESPONSES “SEEK THE LORD” 

P: Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

C: call upon him while he is near. 

P: Let the wicked forsake his way 

C: and the evil man his thoughts. 

P: Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, 

C: and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

P: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

C: neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 

P: “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

C: so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts that 

your thoughts. 

P: As the rain and snow come down from heaven 

C: and do not return to it without water the earth 

P: and making it bud and flourish, 

C: so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

P: so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

C: It will not return to me empty; 

P: but will accomplish what I desire 

C: and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 
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The fourth candle is extinguished. 

Silence for meditation. 

HYMN – Hymn #122 

”Sing My Tongue, the Glorious Battle" 
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THE WORD 

P: A reading from the first chapter of Lamentations of Jeremiah the 

prophet: 

1 How lonely the city sits, which once was full of people! She, who 

was great among the nations, is now a widow. She, who was a 

princess among the provinces, now works as a slave. 2 At night she 

weeps bitterly, and her tears linger on her cheek. Not one of her 

lovers is there to comfort her. All her friends have betrayed her. 

They are now her enemies. 3 Judah has gone into exile. She endures 

affliction and harsh labor. She lives among the nations. She finds no 

rest. All her pursuers caught up with her when she was in great 

distress. 4 The roads to Zion are mourning, because there are no 

travelers going to the appointed assemblies. All her gates are 

deserted. Her priests groan. Her virgins grieve. Her grief is bitter. 
5 Her foes have risen to the top. Her enemies prosper. Because of her 

many acts of rebellion, the LORD has brought grief to her. Her 

children have gone into captivity in the presence of the foe.  

P: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

C: Lamb of God, pure and holy,  Who on the cross did suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly,  Yourself to scorn did offer. 

All sins you carried for us,  Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Have mercy on us,  O Jesus! 

 

P: A reading from the first chapter of Lamentations of Jeremiah the 

prophet: 

6 The daughter of Zion has lost all her splendor. Her officials have 

become like deer that find no pasture. Powerless, they fled 

before the pursuer. 7 Jerusalem remembers the days of her affliction 

and her homeless wandering. She remembers all her precious things 

which were hers from long ago. When her people fell under the hand 

of the foe, there was no one to help her. Foes saw her and laughed 

at the end she has come to. 8 Jerusalem has sinned terribly, so she is 

unclean. All who once honored her now despise her, because they 

have seen her nakedness. She can only sigh and turn away. 9 Her 

flow of blood stains her skirt. She did not consider the outcome of 

her sin. Her collapse was astonishing. There was no one to comfort 
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her. Look, LORD, at my affliction, for the enemy has done awful 

things.  

P: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

C: Lamb of God, pure and holy,  Who on the cross did suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly,  Yourself to scorn did offer. 

All sins you carried for us,  Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Have mercy on us,  O Jesus! 

 

P: A reading from the first chapter of Lamentations of Jeremiah the 

prophet: 

10 The foe has laid hands on all her precious things. She has even 

seen nations enter her sanctuary, nations about whom you 

commanded, “They shall not enter your assembly.” 11 All her people 

are sighing as they search for bread. They traded their precious 

things for food in order to stay alive. Look, LORD, and see that I have 

become despised. 12 But nothing like this is happening to you, all 

you who pass me by. Look and see if there is any pain like my pain, 

which was dealt out to me, which the LORD caused me to suffer on 

the day of his burning anger. 13 From on high he sent fire into my 

bones and overpowered me. He spread a net for my feet. He turned 

me back. He made me desolate. I was sick all day long. 14 The yoke 

of my sinful rebellion is fastened to my neck. My sins are bound 

together by his hand. They have risen up as high as my neck. He has 

weakened my strength. The Lord has given me into the hands of 

people I cannot resist.  

P: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God! 

C: Lamb of God, pure and holy,  Who on the cross did suffer, 

Ever patient and lowly,  Yourself to scorn did offer. 

All sins you carried for us,  Else had despair reigned o’er us: 

Your peace be with us,  O Jesus! 

 

Silence for meditation 
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RESPONSES “THE SONG OF MARY” 

P: My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 

C: my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

P: for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant, 

C: from this day all generations will call me blessed. 

P: The Almighty has done great things for me, 

C: and holy is his name. 

P: He has mercy on those who fear him 

C: in every generation. 

P: He has shown the strength of his arm; 

C: he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 

P: He has cast down the mighty from their thrones 

C: and has lifted up the lowly. 

P: He has filled the hungry with good things, 

C: and the rich he has sent away empty. 

P: He has come to the help of his servant Israel, 

C: for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 

P: the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham 

C: and to his children forever. 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

Silence for meditation 

P: Christ became obedient for us unto death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore God has exalted him to the highest place and given him 

the name that is above every name. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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LESSON ............................................................................ Psalm 51 

The sixth candle is extinguished. The seventh candle is carried from the 

chancel. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: Let us pray. 

God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our 

Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over into 

the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross. Keep us 

always faithful to him, our only Savior, who now lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

C: Amen. 

Silence for meditation 

A loud noise representing the rending of Christ’s tomb is heard, and 

the seventh candle is returned. 

Hymn #434, verse 3  

Lord, let at last your angels come;  

To Abram’s bosom bear me home  

That I may die unfearing.  

And in its narrow chamber keep  

My body safe in peaceful sleep  

Until your reappearing.  

And then from death awaken me  

That my own eyes with joy may see,  

O Son of God, your glorious face,  

My Savior and my Fount of grace.  

Lord Jesus Christ,  

My prayer attend, my prayer attend,  

And I will praise you without end. 

The minister exits the chancel. 

The congregation may remain for prayer and meditation before 

dispersing quietly 
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EASTER  

SUNRISE SERVICE – 6:30 AM 

FESTIVAL SERVICE – 9 AM 

Join us on Easter morning for our different, but complementing, 
services.  Communion will be on the 2nd and 3rd Sundays of April, April 
11 and 18.  We will not have the Lord's Supper on Easter Sunday. 

 

 


