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OPENING HYMN #509 

 "How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts" 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins to God our Father, asking him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, 

words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to 

do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment both 

now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and 
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trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have 

mercy on me, a sinner. 

Lord Have Mercy 

          Kyrie 

 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has 

given his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

M: Let us pray. O God, you form the minds of your faithful people 

into a single will. Make us love what you command and desire 

what you promise, that among the many changes of this world, 

our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:  (spoken) Amen.  

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON – Acts 8:26-40 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go south to 

the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is an 

isolated area.) 27 So he got up and went. And there was a man, an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, Queen of the 

Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasury. He had come to 
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Jerusalem to worship. 28 He was on his way home, sitting in his 

chariot and reading the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go 

over there and stay close to that chariot.” 30 Philip ran up to it and 

heard him reading Isaiah the prophet. Philip asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I 

unless someone explains it to me?” And he invited Philip to come 

up and sit with him. 32 Now the passage of Scripture the eunuch was 

reading was this: He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a 

lamb before its shearer is silent, so he does not open his mouth. 33 In 

his humiliation justice was denied him. Who will talk about his 

generation? For his life is taken from the earth. 34 The eunuch said 

to Philip, “I ask you, who is the prophet talking about—himself or 

someone else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak. Starting with that 

very passage of Scripture, he told him the good news about 

Jesus. 36 As they were traveling along the road, they came to some 

water, and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What is there to 

prevent me from being baptized?” 38 He ordered the chariot to stop. 

Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and 

Philip baptized him. 39 When they stepped up out of the water, the 

Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away. The eunuch did not see him 

anymore, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, found 

himself at Azotus. And as he went from place to place, he preached 

the gospel in all the towns until he came to Caesarea. (EHV) 

PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 67 (sung in unison) 

 

 

May God be gracious to us and bless us* 

and make his face shine upon us; 
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may your ways be known on earth,* 

your salvation among all nations. 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy,* 

for you rule the peoples justly 

and guide the nations of the earth. 

      Refrain 

Then the land will yield its harvest,* 

and God, our God, will bless us. 

God will bless us,* 

and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

      Refrain 

 

 SECOND LESSON – 1 John 3:18-24 

18 Dear children, let us love not only with word or with our tongue, 

but also in action and truth. 19 This is how we know that we are of 

the truth and how we will set our hearts at rest in his presence: 20 If 

our hearts condemn us, God is greater than our hearts, and he knows 

everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have 

confidence before God. 22 We also receive from him whatever we 

ask, because we keep his commands and do what is pleasing in his 

sight. 23 This then is his command: that we believe in the name of 

his Son, Jesus Christ, and that we love one another just as he 

commanded us. 24 The one who keeps his commands remains in 

God and God in him. This is how we know that he remains in us: 

We know it from the Spirit, whom he has given to us. (EHV) 
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VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:   Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. 

I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life, says the Lord. Alleluia. 

(John 14:6 EHV)  

 

GOSPEL – John 15:1-8 

C:  (spoken) Glory be to you, O Lord! 

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 Every branch 

in me that does not bear fruit, he is going to cut off. And he prunes 

every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear more fruit. 
3 “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to 

you. 4 Remain in me, and I am going to remain in you. A branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Likewise, you 

cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the Vine; you are 

the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is the one 

who bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 6 If 

anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown away like a branch and 

withers. Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 

burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is 

glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to 

be my disciples.  (EHV) 

C:  (spoken) Praise be to you, O Christ! 

NICENE CREED 

All:   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 

Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered death and was 
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buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.   He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father 

and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 

the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world 

to come.  Amen 

HYMN #514  

"Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain” 

 

SERMON 

 “Remain in Jesus” 

Based on John 15:1-8  

I.    That you may receive strength. 

II.    That you may produce results. 
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RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
Holden Stephens 

D'Artagnan Baarts 

Confession of Faith 

Vow of Faithfulness 

 

CONFIRMATION DAY PRAYER  

M: Gracious Father, you have adopted these brothers and sisters 

in Baptism and anointed them with your Holy Spirit. Renew 

and strengthen them by that same Spirit so that they may 

continue to grow in faith and boldly confess you before others. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Move them to faithfully hear your Holy Word and joyfully 

receive your Sacrament that they may again and again be 

assured of your gracious love and forgiveness. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Give them the sincere desire to die each day to sin and put on 

the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and 

holiness. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Clothe them with the kindness, humility, and patience of 

Christ so that they may live at peace with all the members of 

Christ’s body. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Protect them from the powers of evil, and give them the 

weapons to fight against the devil. Lord, in your mercy, 

 C: Hear our prayer. 

M: Keep them faithful and holy so that they may inherit eternal 

life, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who has taught us to pray, 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 



8 

 

heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 

forever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing and Benediction 

THE SACRAMENT 

M: The Lord be with you.  

C:  (spoken) And also with you.  

M: Lift up your hearts.  

C:  (spoken) We lift them up to the Lord.  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  

C:  (spoken) It is good and right so to do.  

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all 

places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise 

you especially for the glorious resurrection of your Son, the 

true Passover Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the sins 

of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took 

bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my (+) body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink from it, all of you; this is my (+) blood of the new 

covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C:  (spoken) Amen.  
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DISTRIBUTION - If you are visiting today we ask you to speak with 

our pastor before communing. Holy Communion expresses our special 

oneness in faith and confession, so we welcome like-minded believers 

from other WELS or ELS congregations. We respectfully ask other 

Christians to receive instruction before communing with us. If you have 

any question about our practice please speak to the pastor after the 

service. Thank you 
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HYMN #310 

"I Come, O Savior, to Your Table" 

 



12 

 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  

C:  (spoken) And his mercy endures forever.  

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving 

kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. We thank 

you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in 

this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but 

will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen.  

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: (spoken) Amen.  
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CLOSING HYMN: Hymn #332 

"Go, My Children, with My Blessing" 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday (5/2) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship LS 

Reception for Confirmands 

Worship LS – Examination/Confirmation 

Monday 5/3) All Day Pastor's Conference, Hayward 

Tuesday (5/4) All Day 

6:30 PM 

Pastor's Conference, Hayward 

Ladies Aid 

Wednesday (5/5) 6:30 PM Bible Study  

Sunday (5/9) 

 

MOTHER'S DAY 

8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship  

Sunday School / Bible Study 

Worship  

CONGRATULATIONS, CONFIRMANDS! D'Artagnan Baarts and 
Holden Stephens. God's Blessings as you continue to grow in His word. 
Please join us between services for refreshments and fellowship. 

SAVE THE DATE Immanuel Lutheran Church Community Blood 
Drive is Monday, May 17 from 3:00 -7:00 PM.  To schedule a time to 
donate sign up on the church bulletin board. It only takes 30-45 minutes 
to donate and your donation can help up to three people.  Please help 
your community by donating blood.   

BABY BOTTLE IS HERE! We again have a baby bottle on the ushers’ 
stand for your extra/loose change. This change will go to help support 
New Beginnings, A Home for Mothers which is a ministry sponsored by 
Christian Life Resources. We will have the baby bottle out through May 
9th. If you have any questions, please speak with Joy Peterson. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Wausau Circuit meets in conference this 
Monday through Tuesday at Peace Lutheran Church, Hayward. Due to 
distance, Pastor Ewald will be out of the office Sunday afternoon until 
Tuesday evening. Please reach him at 989-387-5830 for pastoral needs or 
your councilmen for church needs. 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS will study Philippians for the 
next three Sundays. This ‘letter of joy’ unearths comfort, joy, and peace 
in spite of the suffering Christians encounter.  Consider the opportunity 
to unearth that same comfort, joy, and peace in your life! 
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NORTHLAND NOTES 

BUS DRIVER NEEDED!  We once again find ourselves needing a bus 
driver for next school year.  Dawn Willitz will be semi-retiring, and the 
Merrill/Wausau route will need a driver.  This is an ideal opportunity for a 
retired person, or anyone with a serving heart and time in the morning and 
late afternoon.  The position is paid.  If you are interested, please contact 
Ryan Wiechmannat 715-297-4427. 
HOT LUNCH has been a successful program for several years now, but it 
only works with dependable volunteers!  We have several people who have 
been cooking once every week or two, and we are thankful for 
them.  However, next school year a couple of them will not be able to cook 
anymore.  Thus, we need some new cooks to step up.  Could you prepare 
and serve a school lunch meal once a week?  Twice a month?  Once a 
month?  It is not difficult, and the students love the home-cooked meals each 
day.  While your time and labor are volunteered, you are reimbursed for the 
supplies you purchase.  Please contact the office at nlhsoffice@nlhs.org or 
715-359-3400 to offer your services or get more information. 

DEBT REDUCTION!  Our Annual Goal for 2021 is to reach $1,167,000 

in debt reduction by 12/31/2021.  This means that, God-willing, ⅓ of 
Northland’s total debt will be gone by the end of the year.  To this point, 

God has compelled hearts to give $968,285 in total debt reduction.  We will 

reach $1,000,000 in less than $33,000--can we do it by Graduation? With 
God’s help, everything is possible! 

 

Serving You in Worship:   

  Usher HymnSoft Display 

Sunday 

May  2, 8 AM Roger Sparby Tracy Pawlowski Dillan Sondelski 

Sunday  

May 2, 10:15 AM Ray Ficken Dean Peterson Paul Koepke 

Next Week Sun. 

May 9, 8 AM  Jim Nechuta 

 

Marybeth Cihlar Ethan Sondelski 

Next Week Sun. 

May 9, 10:15 AM Jeff Wendorf Dean Peterson Paul Koepke 

mailto:nlhsoffice@nlhs.org

