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OPENING HYMN: Hymn #377, Vv. 1-5 

"Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice" 
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M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  (spoken) And also with you. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to 

love and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed 

him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let 

us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C:    Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from    

birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 

not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my 

guilt. 
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the 

perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 

removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray.  Father of lights, every good and perfect gift 

comes from you. Inspire us to think those things that are true 

and long for those things that are good, that we may always 

make our petitions according to your gracious will; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:  (spoken) Amen. 

 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON- Acts 11:19-26  

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that took 

place at the time of Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, 

and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. 20 But there 

were some men from Cyprus and Cyrene who came to Antioch and 

also began to speak to the Greeks, preaching the good news about 

the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a large 

number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 22 A report about 

this reached the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 

Barnabas to go on to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw God’s 

grace, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the 

Lord with devoted hearts. 24 He was a good man who was full of the 

Holy Spirit and faith, and a large number of people were added to 

the Lord. 25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul. 26 When 

he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year they 

met with the church and taught a large number of people. It was in 

Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians. (EHV) 
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PSALM OF THE DAY – Psalm 98 (sung in unison) 

 

    Sing to the LORD a new song,* 

for he has done marvelous things. 

The LORD has made his salvation known* 

and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 

He has remembered his love and his faithfulness 

to the house of Israel;* 

all the ends of the earth have seen 

the salvation of our God. 

Refrain 

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,* 

burst into jubilant song with music; 

make music to the LORD with the harp,* 

with the harp and the sound of singing. 

Shout for joy before the LORD, the King.* 

He will judge the world in righteousness 

and the peoples with equity. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON - 1 John 4:1-11  

1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 

if they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the 

world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every 

spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 

God, 3 and every spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard is coming 

and is already in the world. 4 You are from God, dear children, and 

you have overcome the false prophets, because the one in you is 

greater than the one in the world. 5 They are from the world. That is 

why they speak from a worldly perspective and the world listens to 

them. 6 We are from God. The one who knows God listens to us, but 

whoever is not from God does not listen to us. That is how we can 

distinguish between the spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 7 Dear 

friends, let us love one another, because love comes from God. 

Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The 

one who does not love has not known God, because God is 

love. 9 This is how God’s love for us was revealed: God has sent his 

only-begotten Son into the world so that we may live through 

him. 10 This is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved 

us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear 

friends, if God loved us so much, we also should love one another. 

(EHV) 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:     Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. 

If anyone loves me, he will hold on to my word. My Father 

will love him, and we will come to him and make our home 

with him. Alleluia. (John 14:23 EHV) 
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GOSPEL – John 15:9-17  

9 “As the Father has loved me, so also I have loved you. Remain in 

my love. 10 If you hold on to my commands, you will remain in my 

love, just as I have held on to my Father’s commands and remain in 

his love. 11 I have told you these things so that my joy would 

continue to be in you and that your joy would be complete. 12 “This 

is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one 

has greater love than this: that someone lays down his life for his 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you continue to do the things I 

instruct you. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does 

not know what his master is doing. But I have called you friends, 

because everything that I heard from my Father, I have made known 

to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit that will endure, so that the Father will give 

you whatever you ask in my name. 17 These things I am instructing 

you, so that you love one another. (EHV) 

C: (spoken) Praise be to you O Christ! 
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HYMN: Hymn #377, Vv. 6-10 

"Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice" 
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SERMON 

 And They were Called ‘Christian’ 

Based on Acts 11:19-26 

 

I. The name invites hardship. 

II. The name marks faithfulness. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C:     I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the   

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled 

your promises by the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from 

the dead. 

 C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

M: In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid 

down his life to rescue the lost. 

 C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your 

glorious triumph. 

M: Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession 

for the saints, and grant us confidence in the greatness of his power. 

Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people standing before 

your throne and singing the song of victory: 

 C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and 

power and honor and glory and praise. 

M: Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of 

hope and new life to those around us. Guide us in the use of all that 

you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our treasures. 

 C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you. 

M: Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick, and strengthen the 

faith of the suffering and the dying. Assure them of your abiding 

presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

M: Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. 

With happy hearts, we come before you and say: 

 C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on 

your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, 

protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  (spoken) Amen. 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 

another. Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C:   (spoken) Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN: Hymn #458 

"May We Your Precepts, Lord, Fulfill" 

 

 

 

 

 If anyone loves me, he will hold on to my word. 

My Father will love him, and we will come to 

him and make our home with him. 

 John 14:23 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday (5/9) 

 

MOTHER'S DAY 

8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship 

Sunday School / Bible Study 

Worship 

Wednesday (5/12) 6:30 PM Bible Study  

Sunday (5/16) 8:00 AM 

9:00 AM 

10:15 AM 

Worship with LS 

Sunday School / Bible Study 

Worship with LS 

THE CHRISTIAN FUNERAL of Donald Sparby will be held 
Tuesday, May 11th, at 11:00am at Waid Funeral Home of Merrill. 
Visitation begins at 10:00am (same day, same location). 

BABY BOTTLE IS HERE! We again have a baby bottle on the ushers’ 
stand for your extra/loose change. This change will go to help support 
New Beginnings, A Home for Mothers which is a ministry sponsored by 
Christian Life Resources. All donations need to be received by TODAY. 
If you have any questions, please speak with Joy Peterson. 

ILC COMMUNITY BLOOD DRIVE Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Community Blood Drive is Monday, May 17 from 3:00 -7:00 PM.  To 
schedule a time to donate sign up on the church bulletin board. It only 
takes 30-45 minutes to donate and your donation can help up to three 
people.  Please help your community by donating blood.   

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE CLASS will study Philippians for the 
next two Sundays. This ‘letter of joy’ unearths comfort, joy, and peace in 
spite of the suffering Christians encounter.  Consider the opportunity to 
unearth that same comfort, joy, and peace in your life!  

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY to all mothers and mother-figures. 

Serving You in Worship:   

  Usher HymnSoft Display 

Sunday 

May 9, 8 AM Jim Nechuta Marybeth Cihlar Ethan Sondelski 

Sunday 

May 9, 10:15 AM Jeff Wendorf Dean Peterson Joy Peterson 

Next Week Sun. 

May 16, 8 AM  Adam Baarts 

 

Tracy Pawlowski 

D'Artagnan 

Baarts 

Next Week Sun. 

May 16, 10:15 AM Rod Sparby Dean Peterson Janie Dawson 
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NORTHLAND NOTES 

SUMMER CAMPS are in the works!  Watch for flyers, and register your 
kids for Basketball, Soccer, Softball, STEM, or Volleyball.  All camps will be 
conducted by Northland staff and students, and feature devotions, drills, skill 
development, friendly competition, and a T-shirt. 

DIME & DOLLAR is moving from Stevens Point to Wisconsin 
Rapids!  Volunteer help is needed: if you can lend a hand, please contact Jan 
Peronto (715-421-3365, JKP111310@gmail.com) or Debbie Durst (715-457-
2663, durstfam1@gmail.com).  The new location is 1347 8th St. S; moving 
and painting begin May 20.  Donation days are tentatively scheduled for May 
26-June2, with Grand Opening on June 12.  Dime & Dollar is run by 
volunteers, and its proceeds all benefit Northland.  Please consider helping, 
volunteering on a regular basis, or donating toward their wish list of 
necessities.  The Wausau Dime & Dollar is alive and well; keep volunteering 
and shopping there as well! 

BUS DRIVER NEEDED!  We once again find ourselves needing a bus 
driver for next school year.  Dawn Willitz will be semi-retiring, and the 
Merrill/Wausau route will need a driver.  This is an ideal opportunity for a 
retired person, or anyone with a serving heart and time in the morning and 
late afternoon.  The position is paid.  If you are interested, please contact 
Ryan Wiechmannat 715-297-4427. 

HOT LUNCH has been a successful program for several years now, but it 
only works with dependable volunteers!  We have several people who have 
been cooking once every week or two, and we are thankful for 
them.  However, next school year a couple of them will not be able to cook 
anymore.  Thus, we need some new cooks to step up.  Could you prepare 
and serve a school lunch meal once a week?  Twice a month?  Once a 
month?  It is not difficult, and the students love the home-cooked meals each 
day.  While your time and labor are volunteered, you are reimbursed for the 
supplies you purchase.  Please contact the office at nlhsoffice@nlhs.org or 
715-359-3400 to offer your services or get more information. 

DEBT REDUCTION!  Our Annual Goal for 2021 is to reach $1,167,000 

in debt reduction by 12/31/2021.  This means that, God-willing, ⅓ of 
Northland’s total debt will be gone by the end of the year.  To this point, 
God has compelled hearts to give $971,407 in total debt reduction.  We will 
reach $1,000,000 in less than $29,000--can we do it by Graduation?  With 
God’s help, everything is possible! 

SAVE THE DATE!!  Wildcat Open is scheduled for August 14, 
2021!  Watch for more information coming soon. 
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