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OPENING HYMN #19
"Oh Lord, How Shall I Meet You"
(Stand for final verse)

INVOCATION
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.
C: And also with you.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love
and serve him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him
and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us
confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from
birth. In countless ways I have sinned against you and do
not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus,
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your
unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my
guilt.
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the
perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has
removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May
God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.
PRAYER AND PRAISE
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
Oh Taste and See
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good
news of your mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our
hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Zephaniah 3:14-17
Rejoice! Your Savior-King removes judgment

14 Sing

out, daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and
rejoice
with
all
your
heart,
you
daughter
of
15
Jerusalem. The LORD has removed the judgment against you. He
has turned back your enemy. Israel’s king, the LORD, is in your
midst! You no longer need to fear disaster. 16 In that day Jerusalem
will be told, “Do not be afraid, O Zion. Do not give
up. 17 The LORD your God is with you as a hero who will save you.
He takes great delight in you. He will quiet you with his love. He
will rejoice over you with singing.”
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
M: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the light of
the world. He came to cast out the prince of darkness.
C: We remember Jesus who came in answer to his people’s
prayers. John proclaimed him the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.
M: We hear his call to see the light.
C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and
confidence.
M: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest.
C: Through your Word and Sacraments may our souls be
blessed.
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Hymn #3, verse 4
"Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates"
Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sov’reign enter in
And new and nobler life begin.
To God alone be praise
For word and deed and grace!
THIRD ADVENT CANDLE
“THE SHEPHERD CANDLE ” or “THE CANDLE OF JOY”
The angels sang a message of JOY! “And there were shepherds
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said
to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is Christ the Lord…. Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on
whom his favor rests.’ When the angels had left them and gone into
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
about.” (Luke 2:7-15)

SECOND LESSON

Philippians 4:4-7
God’s all-encompassing peace causes joy

4 Rejoice

in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry
about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
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VERSE OF THE DAY
M: Alleluia. I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will
prepare your way before you. Alleluia. (Matthew 11:10)

GOSPEL

Luke 3:7-18
A changed heart rejoices in God’s deliverance

7 So John kept saying to the crowds who came

out to be baptized by
him, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? 8 Therefore produce fruits in keeping with
repentance! Do not even think of saying to yourselves, ‘We have
Abraham as our father,’ because I tell you that God is able to raise
up children for Abraham from these stones. 9 Even now the ax is
ready to strike the root of the trees. So every tree that does not
produce good fruit is going to be cut down and thrown into the
fire.” 10 The crowds began to ask him, “What should we do then?”
11 He answered them, “Whoever has two shirts should share with
the person who has none, and whoever has food should do the
same.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized. They said,
“Teacher, what should we do?” 13 To them he said, “Collect no more
than what you were authorized to.” 14 Soldiers were also asking
him, “And what should we do?” He told them, “Do not extort money
from anyone by force or false accusation. Be satisfied with your
wages.” 15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all
wondering in their hearts if John might be the Christ. 16 John
answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But someone
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mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to untie the strap of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His
winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will thoroughly clean out his
threshing floor. He will gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn
up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 Then with many other words,
he appealed to them and was preaching good news to the people.

HYMN OF THE DAY #14
"Arise, O Christian People"
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SERMON

Philippians 4:4-7
Are You Always Joyful?
1. Find the Source of joy.
2. Live in the cause of joy.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING
At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to
the Lord. For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(Pastor will lead the prayer)
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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HYMN #7
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on
your faithful people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth,
protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one
another. Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

CLOSING HYMN #12
"Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes”

Service elements reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-720900
Scripture readings from the Evangelical Heritage Version, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc.
By permission.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday (12/12)

8:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM

Worship
Sunday School / NO Bible Class
Worship

Monday (12/13)

8:30 AM
6:30 PM

Pastors' Circuit Meeting – MOTL
Council Meeting

Wednesday (12/15)

3:45 PM
6:30 PM

Catechism Class
Mid-Week Advent Worship

Sunday (12/19)

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Children's Advent Service
Social Hour following the Children's Service

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP Advent lifts attentions to the
coming Savior— the Savior born for us and the Savior who will return.
Join us on Wednesday December 15, at 6:30pm, and discover how the
name ‘Lord Almighty’ meets your Advent needs.
WATCHING ONLINE? Please sign our connection link located below
the video in the description. Thank you.
FAITH COMES BY HEARING Thank you for your generous
donations to Faith Comes By Hearing. Ladies Aid received over $1,575 in
donations, which will be matched by an anonymous donor.
CIRCLE OF JOY Thanks to everyone who selected a tag for Circle of
Joy Gifts. Please return all wrapped gifts and tags today.
POINSETTIA DONATIONS There is a signup sheet on church
bulletin board if you would like to donate poinsettias or money to
purchase them to help beautify our church for the Christmas season.
Speak with Faye Davis or Joy Peterson if you have any questions.
OFFERING ENVELOPES Your 2022 Offering Envelopes are in your
mailbox. Please use your new envelopes beginning January 1, 2022 and
discard any unused 2021 envelopes as your envelope number may have
changed.
OWLS Come join us for our OWLS Annual Christmas Luncheon on
December 14th at 12 noon at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Flieth St,
Wausau. Cost will be $12 per person. This luncheon is open to anyone
that wants to come, not just OWLS members. So we know how many
to plan for, please contact Ruth at (715)-573-2142 by Friday December
10th to reserve your spot. Hope to see you there.
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Serving You in Worship:
Today
Dec. 12, 8:00 AM
Today
Dec. 12, 10:15 AM
Wednesday
Dec.15, 6:30 PM
Next Week Sun.
Dec. 19, 9 AM

Usher

HymnSoft
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Dan Cihlar

Marybeth Cihlar

Kayla Cihlar

Dan Colrud

Dean Peterson

Nicole Luedtke

Organist
Joel Davidson
Organist
Joel Davidson

Byron Draeger
Rod Sparby

Clara Ewald
Ethan Sondelski

NORTHLAND NOTES
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED With basketball season starting, we will
need volunteers to man various positions for home games. Please go to
our website and click the box BASKETBALL VOLUNTEERS to help
us out. Go, Wildcats!
CHRISTMAS BEGINS WITH CHRIST! Join us at 3:00 pm on
December 19 for our annual Christmas concert. Choirs and band will
cheer us with plenty of lovely carols and anthems. Oh, come, let us
adore Him!
BUS DRIVER/VAN DRIVER NEEDS - We are now in need of one
bus driver and two van drivers or two bus drivers. These are paid
positions. Hours can be as few as you’d like to up to 40 hours per
week. Please let people know about these opportunities and these needs,
and interested individuals should call Ryan Wiechmann at 715-2974427. Can you serve the Lord and your school in this way?
DEBT REDUCTION! We met the Furnace challenge, and $8000 was
given on Giving Tuesday toward debt reduction. Praise God, who has
compelled hearts to give $1,132,375 in total debt reduction--we only
have $34,625 to reach this year’s goal and totally eradicating ⅓ of our
total debt! Continue to prayerfully consider how you can help.

11

