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OPENING HYMN #55, Verses 1-3 
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
(Handbell introduction; Stand for final verse) 

 
 
 
INVOCATION 

Minister: In the name of the Father, and of the Son (+), and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 

RESPONSIVE READING 
Psalm 24:7-10 

M: Lift up your heads, you gates; 

Children: be lifted up, you ancient doors, 
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C: that the King of glory may come in. 

M: Who is this King of glory? 

Children: The LORD strong and mighty, 

C: the LORD mighty in battle. 

M: Lift up your heads, you gates; 

Children: lift them up, you ancient doors, 

C: that the King of glory may come in. 

M: Who is he, this King of glory? 

All:  The LORD Almighty—he is the King of glory. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
M: Stir up you power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of 

our sins and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, 
that we may receive you in joy and serve you always; for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 

(Be seated) 

 
MEDITATION Hebrews 10:5-10 

Does It Matter Who He Is? 
 

INTRODUCTION 

M: Have you ever had a person tell you that someone is coming to 
visit, but doesn’t reveal the visitor’s name? Instead, you’re 
given descriptions or clues to the visitor’s identity. As long as 
the identity is unknown, one question is foremost in mind: Who 
is he or she? We will look at some of the descriptions, or clues, God 
gave to his people about a man who was to come into the world. 
His identity is important to us too. So we also ask, “Who is he?” 

 
1. WHO IS HE? THE PROMISED ONE 

Narration:  In Genesis chapter 1:31 we read, 

Group 3:  God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 
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Narration:  God created a perfect world for humankind. And he put 
the crown of his creation —humans— in the Garden of Eden, 
where he had placed the Tree of Life. When they ate from this 
tree, it gave them eternal life. God intended for them to live in 
his perfect creation forever. But God also placed another 
named tree in the garden, and with it came a command. In 
Genesis 2:15-17, God says: 

Group 2:  The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden 
of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the LORD God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

Narration: For a time, Adam and Eve obeyed this command. However, 
the devil came and led Adam and Eve into sin by enticing them 
to eat from the forbidden tree. Genesis chapter 3 says: 

Group 1: Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild 
animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the 
trees in the garden, but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit 
from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must 
not touch it, or you will die.’” 

 
Minister & Congregation: 

M: And we read together: “You will not certainly die,” the serpent 
said to the woman. 

C: “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

M: When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 
wisdom, she took some and ate it. 

C: She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and 
he ate it. (Genesis 3:4-6) 

 
Narration: Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command. And because 

of their sin, they would die. They had separated themselves 
from God, but God, out of great love for his creation, did not 
abandon them. He had a plan, already from eternity, that would 
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save the human race from its sin. In Genesis 3:15, God promised 
to send a Savior. 

Group 3: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and 
you will strike his heel.” 

Narration: Who is he? All we know is, God promised that when this 
man came, he would destroy the power of the devil. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN # 14 
"Arise, O Christian People" 
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2. WHO IS HE? THE PROPHESIED ONE 

Narration: From God’s description of the one who was to come, 
given in the Garden of Eden, believers could not yet answer 
exactly the question, “Who is he?” So throughout the Old 
Testament, God gave further descriptions concerning this 
Promised One. God inspired the prophet Micah to reveal where 
this man would be born. 

 
Minister & Congregation: 

M: Let’s read together that special prophecy recorded in chapter 
five, verse two: 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 

C: though you are small among the clans of Judah, 

M: out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, 

C: whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 
 
Narration: Through Isaiah, God foretold that this man would 

belong to the line of King David and would reign on his throne 
forever. In chapter 9:6-7, we hear: 

Group 2: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the 
government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there 
will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of 
the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

Narration:  In chapter 53, Isaiah also reveals that this man would 
suffer for us. 

Group 1: Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we 
considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on 
him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have 
gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and 
the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

Narration: Isaiah looked beyond the suffering this man would 



6 

 

endure to the Church that would receive the blessings of this 
man’s suffering. We read those words together: 

 
Minister & Congregation: 

M: Pass through, pass through the gates! Prepare the way for the 
people. 

C: Build up, build up the highway! Remove the stones. Raise 
a banner for the nations. 

M: The LORD has made proclamation to the ends of the earth: “Say 
to Daughter Zion, 

C: ‘See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is with him, and 
his recompense accompanies him.’” 

M: They will be called the Holy People, the Redeemed of the LORD; 
and you will be called Sought After, the City No Longer 
Deserted. (Isaiah 62:10-12) 

 
Narration: Who is he? We still do not have a complete description 

of this man. However, these prophecies fill in greater detail 
about him and his mission. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #12 
“Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes!” 
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3. WHO IS HE? THE COMING ONE 

Narration: For thousands of years, God provided prophecy after 
prophecy about the one he had promised to send to save 
humankind from their sin. When the time was right, God sent 
his angel to a virgin named Mary, a descendant of King David’s 
family, to announce she would give birth to the Savior of the 
world. We hear that message in Luke 1:26-31. 

Group 2: In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged 
to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you… 
You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus.” 

Narration: Mary lived in Nazareth, about 90 miles from Bethlehem 
where the Promised One was to be born. But God used the 
Roman emperor to get Mary to Bethlehem so she would give 
birth to the Savior there, just as Micah had prophesied. Luke 
2:1-7 says: 

Group 1: In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a 
census should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was 
the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So 
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. He went there to register with 
Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting 
a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be 
born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 

 
 
CHILDREN'S HYMN #65, verses 1 & 2 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
(After handbell introduction) 

1) O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
yet in thy dark streets shin-eth the everlasting light. 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
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2) For Christ is born of Mary, and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King and peace to all the earth. 

 
Narration: The one promised in the Garden of Eden finally came 

into this world. How would people know that he had come? 
There were no news agencies to get the word out. The message 
could not be tweeted to the world in an instant. But God had a 
plan. He chose to send an angel to a small band of shepherds to 
announce the birth of the Savior. Listen to that message 
recorded in Luke 2:8-15.  

Group 2: There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”  

Narration: Today, we read about these historic and spiritually 
significant events in the Bible.  And God’s Word shares another 
message delivered by angels, after Jesus completed all that God 
had promised regarding Jesus’ earthly ministry and mission. 
Angels announced it to the disciples as they watched Jesus 
ascend into heaven. Acts 1:9-11 says: 

Group 1: [Jesus] was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud 
hid him from their sight. [The disciples] were looking intently 
up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in 
the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Narration: And so we wait, knowing that Jesus will come again, 
not as a baby born in a manger in Bethlehem, but as the King 
of kings in the glory of heaven. 
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CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #5, verses 1-4, 7 
“As Angels Joyed with One Accord” 

 
 

4. WHO IS HE? THE ONE TO BE SHARED 

Narration: The Savior came that first Christmas as promised. What 
wondrous news this was! The shepherds believed the message 
of the angel and left their sheep to see their Savior. They were 
so excited that the long-awaited one had finally come! In Luke 
2:17-18 we find that they could not help but tell everyone they 
met what they had witnessed. 

Group 3: When they had seen him, they spread the word 
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

Narration: Now we have the answer to the question “Who is he?” 
He is Jesus—Christ the Lord come to save us from our sins. That 
is good news! Like the shepherds, we want to share that news 



10 

 

with others so that they also may have the peace the angel 
spoke of—peace between God and sinners. Like the disciples, 
we have the command of Jesus, given before he ascended to 
heaven. 

Group 3: Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
 (Matthew 28:19, 20) 

 
 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #26 
“Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 

 
 
 
OFFERING 

At this time our offering will be brought forward and presented to the 
Lord.  For those still desiring to give an offering, an offering plate 
remains near the Usher's Cart at the back of the church. 
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PRAYER 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, by your victory you have broken the power 
of the evil one. Fill our hearts with joy and peace as we look 
with hope to that day when every creature in heaven and earth 
will acclaim you King of kings and Lord of lords to your 
unending praise and glory; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 
CHILDREN’S SONG 
“Who is He?” 

1) Who is he that brings us here on the same night ev’ry year? 
Who is he we give our praise all our nights and all our days? 

Refrain: 

’Tis the Lord, O wondrous story! ’Tis the Lord, the King of glory! 
At his feet we humbly fall, crown him, crown him, Lord of all! 
 

2) Who is he whom at the Fall God has pledged to save us all? 
Who will crush the serpent’s head and remove all fear and dread? 

Refrain 

 
3) Who is he whom men of old by their prophecies foretold? 

Who will set all people free as he dies upon the tree? 

Refrain 

 
4) Who is he of whom hosts sing, “Glory to the newborn King?” 

Who is he, this newborn one, shepherds rush to look upon? 

Refrain 
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5) Who is he, this babe so small, yet the Savior of us all? 
Who is he who tells us, “Go!” that the world his name may know? 

Refrain 

 
 
BLESSING 
M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine 

upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with 
favor (+) and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN #62 
“Joy to the World” 
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Service elements reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #A-720900 
Scripture readings from the Evangelical Heritage Version, © 2019 Wartburg Project, Inc. 
By permission. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sunday (12/19) 9:00 AM Children's Service 

Social Hour to Follow 

Friday (12/24) 6:30 PM Christmas Eve Worship 

Saturday 12/25) 9:00 AM Christmas Day Worship 

Sunday (12/26) 9:00 AM Worship with Holy Communion 

Join us for fellowship following the Children's Service this morning. 

THANK YOU Thanks to everyone who helped to beautify Immanuel 
this Christmas season with their many talents.  

WATCHING ONLINE? Please sign our connection link located below 
the video in the description. Thank you. 

PLEASE NOTE: The next two Sundays, December 26 and January 2, 
we will only have 9am services. Holy Communion will be served at both 
of these services. 

LADIES AID will meet on Tuesday, January 4 at 6:30.  All ladies of the 
congregation are invited to attend. 

 

 

 

Serving You in Worship: 

  Usher HymnSoft Display 

Sunday 

Dec. 19, 9 AM Rod Sparby 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Ethan Sondelski 

Christmas Eve 

Dec. 24, 6:30 PM TBD 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Joy Peterson 

Christmas Day 

Dec. 25, 9 AM TBD 

Organist 

Joel Davidson Clara Ewald 

Next Week Sun. 

Dec. 26, 9 AM Roger Sparby Tracy Pawlowski Paul Koepke 
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 NORTHLAND NOTES 
 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES With basketball season in full swing, 
we need volunteers to man various positions for home games.  Please 
follow this link, or go to our website and click the box BASKETBALL 
VOLUNTEERS to help us out.  Go, Wildcats! 

BUS DRIVER/ VAN DRIVER - We are now in need of one bus driver 
and two van drivers or two bus drivers.  These are paid positions.  Hours 
can be as few as you’d like to up to 40 hours per week.  Please let people 
know about these opportunities and these needs, and interested individuals 
should call Ryan Wiechmann at 715-297-4427.  Can you serve the Lord and 
your school in this way? 
LOCAL DEALS-COUPON BOOKS will be available again for 2022!  You 
may preorder at the Christmas concert, and your students will have some 
available for purchase when they come in.  As always, thank you for your 
support of Northland! 
DEBT REDUCTION!  We are SO CLOSE to our year-end goal!  Praise 
God, who has compelled hearts to give $1,143,105 in total debt 
reduction--we only have $23,895 to reach this year’s goal and totally 
eradicating ⅓ of our total debt!  Continue to prayerfully consider how you 
can help. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c4da5af2ba3fb6-basketball
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Christmas Eve Service 

Friday, December 24, 2021 6:30 PM 

Christmas Day Service 

Saturday, December 25, 2021 9:00 AM 

Worship Service with LS 

Sunday, December 26, 2021 9:00 AM  
 

Worship Service with LS 

Sunday, January 2, 2022 9:00 AM (Only) 

 
 

The virgin will be with child and will give birth 
to a son, and they will call him Immanuel. 

Matthew 1:23 
 
 

 

 
 


